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These twin sessions explore the historical and contemporary geographies of sex work and its regulation, focussing on global issues, and inviting consideration of the parallels between nineteenth-century regulation and its present day counterparts. Papers in the first session will consider the development of nineteenth-century British responses to sex work or prostitution and the colonial and imperial governmentalities in which these responses were embedded. The local elaboration of systems of regulation is contrasted with the unbounded geographies of imperial networks and geopolitical imaginations, and their articulation with other cultures’ forms and norms. These papers reflect on and critique the imperial spaces of modernity of prostitution regulation. The second session considers the geographies of contemporary sex work, and develops our understanding of the legal, cultural and geopolitical structures of sex work regulation inherited from the nineteenth century. The explicit recall of sex work regulation in recent years prompts discussion of the interconnected phenomena of sex work, HIV/AIDS prevention, sexual trafficking, sex tourism, urban restructuring, and neo-liberal international governance. These presentations also take account of the cultural normalisation that accompanies the spread of institutional, disciplinary measures, whether in colonial or post-colonial contexts, including notions of gender/sexual proprieties, racial ideology, crime and tolerance. Taken together, they offer an overview of key strands of recent research on the geographies of sex work

Worlds of sex work I: historical and contemporary parallels

· Chairs: Prof. Miles Ogborn (Queen Mary, University of London)

· Presenter: Philip Howell, Prostitution and the Place of Empire: Regulation and Repeal in the British Imperial Network (University of Cambridge)

· Presenter: Stephen Legg, Spaces of anti-prostitution: moral and social hygiene in colonial Delhi (University of Cambridge)

· Presenter: Philippa Levine, Place, Race and Prostitution in the British Empire (University of Southern California)

· Presenter: Richard S. Phillips, Imperialism, Sexuality and Space (University of Liverpool)

· Discussant: Michael P. Brown (University of Washington)

Worlds of sex work II: historical and contemporary parallels

· Chairs: Lawrence Knopp, Jr. (University of Minnesota)

· Presenter: Ms. Jessica Jacobs, Women Behaving Badly? Negotiating Modernity and Sex Tourism in Sinai, Egypt (Council for British Research in the Levant, Jordan)

· Presenter: Mr. Rory Gallagher, Shifting markets, shifting risks: The geographies of male and transgender tourist-orientated sex work in South-East Asia (University of Cambridge)

· Presenter: Philip Hubbard, Sex work in the neoliberal city (University of Loughborough)

· Discussant: Brenda Yeoh (National University of Singapore)

