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	SESSION DETAILS

	Research Group Affiliation 
	Historical Geography Research Group

	These sessions will address the forms and politics of ‘distance’ in colonial and development practices, bringing together two interdisciplinary streams of theoretical and empirical research on scale (cf. Marston, Jones and Woodward (2005) and networks (explored by Manuel Castells, world cities research, actor-network theory, and the new imperial history). Both bodies of work argue for a non-hierarchical approach, overcoming “nested-hierarchies” of scale, core-periphery binaries, or national boundaries through an analysis of networks and relational spaces. These approaches have, however, been criticised for depoliticising the processes they describe, underplaying the importance of geographical territories, and eschewing the complexity of place in favour of flows over space. Despite its problems, the concept of “hierarchies” introduces an epistemological space in which to consider the political exclusions and social institutions that mould and influence movement and thought. This session seeks ways to re-engage with the political and geographical through bringing debates about scale and networks together in a discussion of the barriers to networks, the translations they involve, the political rhetoric and exclusions with which they collude, and the relationship between political-economic, social and cultural networks. The continued rapprochement between postcolonial and developmental geography will provide fertile ground on which to host these discussions.

	Session Convenors


	Steve Legg (Nottingham University)

Colin McFarlane (Durham University)

Dan Clayton (University of St Andrews) 


	SESSION RUNNING ORDER 

	SESSION 1: Chair - Dan Clayton (University of St Andrews)

	Paper 1 

	Paper title
	On Autonomous Spaces

	Presenter 
	Sallie Marston (University of Arizona, USA)

	Co-authors


	Keith Woodward (University of Exeter)
John Paul Jones III (University of Arizona, USA)

	Paper 2

	Paper title
	Transnational development networks: knowledge, space and politics

	Presenter 
	Colin McFarlane (Durham University)

	Paper 3

	Paper title


	The Simultaneous Invocation and Transgression of Scale: The League of Nations and the Brothels Debate in Colonial India

	Presenter 
	Steve Legg (Nottingham University)

	Paper 4

	Paper title


	Developing the Great Estate: British colonial governmentality and postcolonial development

	Presenter 
	Patricia Noxolo (Coventry University)

	SESSION 2: Chair - Steve Legg (Nottingham University)

	Paper 1 

	Paper title

	Over there and back then: spatial and temporal distancing in development discourse

	Presenter 
	Uma Kothari (University of Manchester)

	Paper 2

	Paper title
	Networking the British Empire: nineteenth-century colonial connections

	Presenter 
	Zoe Laidlaw (Royal Holloway, University of London)

	Paper 3

	Paper title
	Quinine and Empire: Cinchona as a Project in Victorian Acclimatization

	Presenter 
	Lucy Veale (Nottingham University)

	Paper 4

	Paper title


	The work of Patrick Geddes in the British Colonies: Modern Town Planning and other imperial networks

	Presenter 
	Noah Hysler Rubin (University of Edinburgh)

	SESSION 3: Chair - Colin McFarlane (Durham University)

	Paper 1

	Paper title
	Militant tropicality

	Presenter 
	Dan Clayton (University of St Andrews)

	Paper 2

	Paper title
	Sustainable Development: The New "Great Game" of Visibility and Invisibility

	Presenter 
	Alan Grainger (University of Leeds)

	Paper 3

	Paper title


	Imaginative geographies as repositories of alternative perspectives: The Irish RM and colonial administration in late nineteenth century Ireland

	Presenter 
	Mary Kelly (National University of Ireland, Maynooth) 

	Discussant
	

	
	Neil Smith (City University of New York, USA)
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