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	Session Summary

	Session Title:

Please enter session title as it should appear in the conference programme.  If you have multiple timeslots with sub-titles, only enter the main title of the session here.  
	Historical Geographies of Internationalism, 1900s-1970s


	Session sponsor (if applicable)

Please enter the name(s) of any Research Group(s) or other organisations sponsoring this session, to be recorded in the conference programme.
	Historical Geography Research Group x 1 session
History and Philosophy of Geography Research Group x 1 session

Political Geography Research Group x 1 session

	Session Abstract:

Please enter session abstract as it should appear in the online programme.
	Recent works in historical geography have engaged with the international as a concept, a scalar network, a form of mobility and a political affiliation that, though with earlier origins and later manifestations, was of particular significance in the first half of the twentieth century. These studies have examined the geographies of political networks, revolutionary friendships, the League of Nations, new forms of cartography, capitalist internationalisms and the critical geographies of international research. In part, these works mark geography’s growing rapprochement with international relations in recent years, based on a common and interwoven agenda to re-think the potential of the international as the most urgent scale at which governance, political activity and political resistance has to operate when confronting the larger environmental, economic and strategic challenges of the 21st century. However, this rapprochement has rarely acknowledged that internationalism has both a history and a geography, which is the epistemic space in which we situate these sessions. They will counter-pose investigations of “the international” and internationalism as a means of exploring the coherent and divergent usages of this amorphous concept. Speakers will broadly address these questions:

 

         How did the international relate to the imperial? How did they have different geographical (and scalar) imaginations and infrastructural networks?

         What does the “inter” mean in relation to the “national”? How does it relate to trans-nationalism? Who could articulate the international? To what extent was it an inter-nationa-state-ism?

         What were the racial assumptions behind internationalism? Who could perform it? Did it have immanent revolutionary potential? What is it relationship to cosmopolitanism? Or to anti-colonialism/de-colonisation?

         Did the international provide an ethico-humanitarian mask for economic imperialism? Can internationalism be seen as an aggressive international manifestation of American nationalism? How did Cold War geopolitics begin to transform the potential of internationalism?

         What moral codes were used to inspire internationalisms? Religious? Humanitarian? Secular humanist?

         What are the histories and geographies behind environmental problems and challenges, including climate change, which are often presented as requiring international agreements and solutions?

	Keywords:

Please enter keywords separated by a semi colon (;). Maximum of five keywords allowed
	Internationalism; Imperialism; Radicalism
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	Jake Hodder
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	Session Requirements

	Number of timeslots required

Session timeslots are 1hr 40minutes long.  A session may not normally occupy more than two timeslots in the programme, unless by negotiation with conference organisers.
	3

	Type of session proposed 

e.g. papers, papers with discussant, posters, panel discussion, workshop…
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Read more about session formats: www.rgs.org/AC2013SessionFormats 
	Papers

	Special audio visual requirements
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	Session 1 Title
Please enter the title as it should appear in the conference programme.  Sessions with multiple timeslots should be numbered.  
	Negotiating the international, the imperial and the colonial

	Session Chair name
	Affiliation
	Email address

	Mike Heffernan
	University of Nottingham
	Mike.heffernan@nottingham.ac.uk


Please provide full details for all authors for each presentation, in the order they should be listed in the conference programme.  Please also record the presenter(s) for each presentation (this information is used to prevent scheduling clashes).  To add additional authors or presenters, please copy and paste the “author” rows in the relevant place.
	Session presentation details

	Presentation 1 Title:
	Scales of Ambition: The Rise and Fall of Internationalism in Soviet Cartographic Culture and Practice, from Lenin to Stalin

	Presentation 1 Abstract
	This paper considers the nature and evolution of Soviet internationalism in the 1920s and 1930s as articulated in post-revolutionary cartographic visual culture and practices of mapping. It proposes that the transition in Soviet political discourse from Bolshevik ‘proletarian internationalism’ to Stalinist ‘socialism in one country’, associated with border closure and centralised state-building, was reflected both in the changing form and meaning of the map in political art and in the shifting priorities and practices of professional cartographers. It argues that in Soviet visual culture the post-revolutionary enthusiasm for globalist imagery articulating an open, uniform, dynamic ideological space transcending and ultimately dissolving nations and states (itself drawing on established iconographies of radical internationalism and transnational solidarity and action) gave way to a static, centred focus on specific attributes of Soviet territory and landscape: its expanse, closure, unity, diversity, resourcefulness, and, above all, its power. Professional cartographic priorities accordingly shifted from abstraction and construction to description and representation, while internationalist visions and transnational collaborations gave way to a state-regulated territorial mapping enterprise that was bounded in scope and scale, closed and secretive in its conceptualisation and realisation. 

The paper seeks to offer insights into relations between, on the one hand, the ‘international’ as imagined space, scale of political action and normative social community, and, on the other, ‘internationalism’ as worldview and doctrinal driving force. It discusses the congruence of ‘permanent revolution’ and ‘world revolution’ (or revolutionary globalism) as organising spatiotemporal principles and as envisioned future, the International beyond internationalism. Finally, it reflects on Stalinist statism and territoriality as a negation of internationalist thinking and practice.

	Author name
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	Nick Baron
	University of Nottingham
	Nick.baron@nottingham.ac.uk
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	Presentation 2 Title:
	Transnational networks of colonialism and the conceptualisation of Europe and the World (1870-1914)

	Presentation 2 Abstract
	The 1870s saw the rise of colonialist internationalism both among diplomats and learned societies that tried to popularize colonialism through what they called “colonial education” of European societies. Geographical conferences in Paris 1875 and Brussels in 1876 were a prelude to the foundation of colonial associations like the Ligue coloniale et maritime in France, the Spanish Sociedad Geográfica, the German Africa Society or the Belgian International African Association. The latter was an international association with branches in all the nations interested in the colonizing project. Colonial associations functioned both as colonial lobby groups and learned societies whose offshoots in the colonies provided Europe with information on the colonial praxis. When Bismarck convened the Berlin Conference in 1884/5 to establish rules to carve up the African continent, leading members of colonial associations from all over Europe participated to compensate for the lacking expertise of European diplomats on colonial matters. In 1894 they founded the Institut Colonial International in Brussels that brought together alleged “cosmopolitan” specialists in colonial sciences in order to exchange ideas and experiences. At the same time, colonial associations became more professional at promoting colonial ideas and thus they were interested in the exchange of strategies that served to legitimize colonial expansion. Concepts central to the colonial project, like “pacification”, “development” or “civilization” were discussed and reformulated in a scientific way. By doing so, they imagined Europe as a competitive community in which the ability to colonize became the prior criteria of being European. With regard to the colonized peoples they took on a paternalist stance, blended with elements of racism. In this paper, I would like to show how colonial associations created local, national, transnational and imperial networks that produced a novel kind of colonial discourse to legitimize imperialism.
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	Presentation 3 Title:
	The Commission on the International Map of the World, 1949-52

	Presentation 3 Abstract
	There can be few maps that mirror the history of the twentieth century and the rapid developments in map production as closely as the production of the International Map of the World. A proposal for a map of the whole world on a scale of 1:1,000,000 had been resented at the Fifth International Geographical Congress in Berne in 1891 by Professor Albrecht Penck. Over two decades later, the final specification of the International Map of the World (IMW) was published at the outbreak of the First World War.

Its fortunes waxed and waned with each significant historical event during such a turbulent century to a point where a major review of the ‘problem’ of the map was necessary. At the meeting of the VIIth Assembly of the International Geographical Union held in Lisbon on
April 15th 1949, a new Commission on the IMW was established under the chairmanship of J. K. Wright of the American Geographical Society (AGS).

Drawing on J. K. Wright’s correspondence held in the AGS archives at the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, this paper examines the debates between various national cartographic agencies and related societies about the future of the IMW with specific focus on the transfer of the IMW Central Bureau from the Ordnance Survey of Great Britain to the United Nations in New York during the early 1950s. Much of the discussion focused on the need to combine the IMW with an internationalised version of the previously US-dominated World Aeronautical Chart, both of which were at the same 1:1 million-scale. Correspondence between Commission members and contributing mapping agencies reveals for the first time how the IMW brought to a head the clash between the ideals of internationalism in science and the harsh realities of national self-interest.
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	Y

	

	Presentation 4 Title:
	Performing the African Revolution: The First Pan-African Cultural Festival in Historical Perspective

	Presentation 4 Abstract
	The First Pan-African Cultural Festival, held in Algiers in July 1969, was a conscious effort on the part of newly independent African nations to emphasize the role of African culture in the postcolony and the ongoing liberation struggle. Combining performances with a symposium, artists and intellectuals enacted an ideological shift from the négritude of Léopold Sedar Senghor to the cultural nationalism first articulated a decade earlier by Frantz Fanon. The “Pan-African Cultural Manifesto,” adopted at the end of the symposium by the Organization of African Unity, enshrined this new effort as official international policy.

The major shift at the festival was born of a longer-term trajectory that situates Algeria at the center of our understanding of Third World internationalism. As France’s most important colony in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Algeria was central to the formation of French colonial ideologies and institutions across the globe. Though it shed the colonial mantle during its violent liberation war, Algeria sought to maintain this globally central position in the postcolonial period as the vanguard of radical postcolonial nationalism. By examining the internationalist efforts of Algeria in the late 1960s in broader historical perspective, I suggest a reconsideration of Algeria’s role in postcolonial internationalism.
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	Presentation 5 Title:
	The ‘modern’ Commonwealth, intergovernmental summitry, and the possibilities of post-colonial internationalism, 1965-1979

	Presentation 5 Abstract
	The ‘modern’ Commonwealth is an association of independent states that emerged from the decolonisation of the British Empire, characterised by a shared history, but by diversity in terms of race, political outlook, economic development, and religious creed. It was of one of several political and cultural organisations in the post-war period which claimed to promote international friendship, cooperation and peace between individuals and nation-states. Commonwealth internationalism worked in multiple registers – individual enthusiasm, youth programme, technical cooperation, even modern art movement. Here, I explore  intergovernmental relations, focusing on Commonwealth summits, to explore the possibilities of the Commonwealth as site for internationalism in the political realm. 
Honing in on three different Commonwealth Heads’ of Government Meetings (London, 1966, Singapore, 1971 and Lusaka, 1979), and examining conference relationships as racialised, gendered, and geographically specific performances, I explore the potential of these occasions to disrupt imaginaries of an equal, friendly and multiracial Commonwealth. Thus I argue that although the Commonwealth has been criticised for producing positive postcolonial narratives and thus masking historical violence and continuing inequalities, it also provided opportunities – particularly between 1965-1979 - to critique the postcolonial geopolitical scene, to challenge Britain’s leadership within the association, to build alliances between diverse countries and nations, and to imagine different moral codes and international orders. A careful excavation of the specific spaces and practices of Commonwealth summits in this period reveals not only continuities with earlier imperial models of international engagement but also the possibilities of Commonwealth internationalism in the era of decolonisation. 
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	Envisioning the International: Beyond the State
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	Session presentation details

	Presentation 1 Title:
	Geoeconomic Imaginings of the International

	Presentation 1 Abstract
	In 1916, Samuel McRoberts, a vice-president at the National City Bank of New York (later to become Citibank), wrote of his recent travels in Russia thus: “While the citizens of all countries are very much prone to look upon themselves as different from, and incidentally better than, the people of other lands, the real fact remains that all peoples are essentially the same and respond in similar manner to physical and ethical influences.” This ecumenical world view strikes us as quite modern particularly in comparison to the hierarchical narrative of “civilization” that formed the discursive underpinnings of imperialism.  Yet a certain kind of economic imperial view becomes evident when one realizes that the “influences” that all people purportedly respond to in a similar manner are those brought about by American commerce.  In this paper I explore the ways that American corporations imagined the international and their role in it at a time when the United States was ascendant as a world economic power.  Based on archival research, I interrogate how geoeconomic hopes and geopolitical realities shaped an emerging view of international commerce that came to dominate American boardrooms (as well as economic geography classrooms) in the first decades of the 20th century. 
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	Presentation 2 Title:
	A Cosmopolitan Internationalism? Albert Kahn and the Autour du Monde Travel Fellowships 

	Presentation 2 Abstract
	The philanthropic activities of Albert Kahn (1860-1940), who rose from a relatively humble Alsatian Jewish family to became one of the wealthiest men in Europe in the years before and after World War One, have been extensively researched in recent years. Attention has focused on the ambitious project Kahn developed, alongside the geographer Jean Brunhes whose chair at the Collège de France he financed, to assemble a vast photographic and cinematic record, much of it in colour, showing the peoples and landscapes of the entire globe, the so-called Archives de la Planète (e.g. Amad 2010; Clout 2003; Winter 2006). This paper considers another aspect of Kahn’s work, the Autour du Monde travel fellowships that were awarded competitively to intelligent and enterprising young people beginning in 1898 and continuing, following an interruption during World War One, until the Kahn foundation collapsed after the Wall Street Crash of 1929. Inspired in part by the philosophy of Henri Bergson, his life-long friend and former tutor, Kahn espoused resolutely pacifist, internationalist and cosmopolitan beliefs, his travel fellowship in particular designed to facilitate the emergence of a new intellectual elite, the future leaders of a post-nationalist world. Drawing on the unpublished reports by those who received Kahn travel awards (a list that included the geographers Percy Roxby and Alan Ogilvie) and on the writings of Kahn himself and those of Bergson (specifically Les deux sources de la morale et de la religion (1932) in which the philosopher sought to defend Kahn’s philanthropic work), this paper examines the tensions that undermined this remarkable utopian vision and the wider programme of cultural and political internationalism that it exemplified, specifically the tensions between universalism and imperialism, between intellectual elitism and inclusive democracy, and between technological progress and human rights.
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	Presentation 3 Title:
	‘Agents of Good Will’: An historical geography of philanthropy and the Institute of International Education, c. 1946-1952

	Presentation 3 Abstract
	The Institute of International Education (IIE) became a pioneer of an American version of ‘international education’ which was defined by the geopolitical, economic and cultural imaginations of American philanthropy. The co-founder and Director of the organisation, Stephen Pierce Duggan (1870-1950), saw the role of international education as an instrument in the development of the ‘international mind’, which would foster desirable international civilities and make the US the ‘Mecca of international education’. This paper will explore how the idea of an international education was envisaged by American philanthropic foundations in a particularly turbulent period in the history of the IIE at the end of the Second World War. The new IIE Director Laurence Duggan (1905-1948) was accused of being a Soviet double-agent and the Institute was increasingly utilised by the State Department as an important geopolitical instrument, prompting the re-structuring of the organisation in 1952 at the behest of the philanthropists. Through the support of the Ford Foundation, as well as the Carnegie Corporation and the Rockefeller Foundation, international education came to be defined as an affective politics of experience in which students and scholars became embodiments of a particular version of internationalism.  The promotion of cultural exchange, the training of foreign political elites and expanding American educational presence abroad formed the primary mechanisms through which the IIE and the foundations advanced their internationalist philosophies beyond mere ‘agents of good will’. 
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	Presentation 4 Title:
	Radical Pacifism, Internationalism and the Ephemeral Geographies of the World Peace Brigade (1962-64)

	Presentation 4 Abstract
	This paper explores the brief, but noteworthy, history of the ‘World Peace Brigade for Non-violent Action’ which took the form of an international, peace-army, modelled on Gandhi’s Shanti Sena. As geographers flesh out the implications of crafting ‘geographies of peace’, an historical-geographical account of peace movements themselves becomes an increasingly remarkable absence.  By drawing on published and unpublished sources from the UK and the USA, the paper argues that the experiments of radical pacifists in the post-war years to find, what William James termed, “the moral equivalent of war,” carved out a distinctive radical-pacifist internationalism which positioned the transcendence of violence and nationalism as inexorably entwined. By coupling together the pursuit of peace with a transnational program of racial justice, the paper argues that the Brigade represented the culmination of ‘radical’ or ‘revolutionary’ pacifism. In so doing, peace is revealed in its barest and broadest terms – not as the mere absence of war, but a dismantling of all forms of inequality, of civil rights and anti-colonialism, and as a web connecting together the shared struggles for freedom across porous national and racial borders.

	Author name
	Author affiliation
	Author email address
	Presenter?

	Jake Hodder
	University of Nottingham
	lgxjh@nottingham.ac.uk
	Y

	

	Presentation 5 Title:
	Transnationalism and the Catholic Geopolitical Imaginary

	Presentation 5 Abstract
	The Catholic Church operates across national boundaries and requires an international geographical imagination. This paper explores some aspects of the geopolitical imaginary of the Catholic Church. It does this by comparing and contrasting two important papal arguments about the international context of Catholicism. This first of these came in the early twentieth century when Pius X responded to modernity with a series of letters and instructions that culminated in a list of 65 modernist heresies and in an oath with which priests, bishops and teacher of Catholic religion would abjure modernity. The second comprises the arguments of the recent pope, Benedict XVI, who has presented a number of arguments about the relations between Catholic and non-Catholic religions, with particular emphasis upon Islam. These amount to a new geopolitical imaginary for the Catholic Church.
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	Session presentation details

	Presentation 1 Title:
	Anti-colonial Communism: Internationalism, interwar India, and “The People’s War”

	Presentation 1 Abstract
	The early 1930s witnessed the growing influence of communism in interwar India. Communist influences were traced in revolutionary outrages, outlawed institutions like the Hindustan Socialist Republican Army, and more conservative groups like the Congress Socialist Party, Trade Unionists and various student movements. The decision in 1941 by the USSR to join the allies in the Second World War marked a radical caesura for anti-colonial communists. What had previously been described as a fascist or capitalist clash became the “People’s War”, as represented in the new title of a popular communist newspaper. This shift brought the Communist Party in India (and its newspaper) relief from official censure, but also made its allied internationalism a target for Indian nationalists. This paper will explore the various geographies that this shift created, from a renegotiated international relationship between Indian communists and the Communist Party of Great Britain, to different campaigning conditions for India’s urban communists, to very different framing of Indian nationalism in The Peoples War as global turns in the World War provided different frames for condemnation of the Quit India mass movement and of Hindu-Muslim violence, as the communists repositioned themselves as proponents of communal, as well as class, unity.
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	Presentation 2 Title:
	Universalism or Empire? The internationalist geographies of Élisée Reclus and Peter Kropotkin 

	Presentation 2 Abstract
	The celebrated anarchist geographers Élisée Reclus (1830-1905) and Peter Kropotkin (1842-1921) based their 40-year collaboration on internationalist political practices. They met for the first time in Switzerland, in the cosmopolitan political laboratory of the Fédération Jurassienne. Internationalism was the material condition where they built their geographic knowledge, as Reclus and Kropotkin, like other members of their scientific and political networks, lived in exile in different countries, practiced several languages, and corresponded with colleagues and fellows from all over the world. Although they were not included in the ‘national’ schools of geography, they were well-placed in many places of the production of knowledge, like scientific societies and editorial boards.    

This paper aims to elucidate their contribution on the making of contemporary internationalism, by questioning their definitions of ‘universalism’: this word indicates now, in the field of the postcolonial studies, a concept recalling European hegemony. Nevertheless, Reclus’ and Kropotkin’s universalism had the features of what we call now ‘cosmopolitanism’, including an international imagination where geographers have to study a unique humankind, to realize the ‘universal brotherhood’ of all the peoples by mutual knowledge and understanding. This geography denunciated colonial crimes, fought against racism and for international workers’ solidarity, and didn’t recognize the Empire as an international concept, because it did not correspond to ‘internationalism’, but just to a different establishment of political boundaries.        

What are the links between this scientific strategy and the ‘transnational’ and ‘anticolonial’ imaginations of that time, stressed by historians like Benedict Anderson? How can we take advantage of definitions like ‘universal’ as ‘cosmopolitan’ or ‘transnational’ as ‘internationalist’, for present debates on internationalism? We interrogate the works of Reclus and Kropotkin, as well as unpublished sources like correspondences and archives, to elucidate these points.
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	Presentation 3 Title:
	Red Clydeside and Internationalism: Reading Helen Crawfurd’s Memoirs – from Glasgow to Moscow

	Presentation 3 Abstract
	The retelling of the Red Clydeside period in Glasgow’s working class history has traditionally, but not exclusively, been addressed within its local and national historical boundaries (McLean, 1987, Foster, 1990). In contrast, this paper will argue that the international work of local activists and the broader political connections within and beyond the Clydeside context were crucial to the development of Glasgow’s labour history.  Conceptually, the paper will propose a link between the history from below tradition and labour geography (Herod, 2001) which will facilitate a reimagining of how place is understood within radical history. The paper will consider Helen Crawfurd (1877-1954), a political activist within the Red Clydeside period, who held strong international beliefs and took part in a variety of international actions. Alongside her significant involvement within more local (rent strikes) and national (suffragette) politics, she is particularly notable for her strong internationalist positionality. She was a key organiser in the establishment of Workers International Relief and took part in many international meetings and correspondences – including a trip to Moscow to visit Lenin at the conference of The Second International. This paper will explore her experience of international travels, activities and the possible tension within the different forms of international agency she adopted (political, charitable, communicative, etc.). The paper will argue that Crawfurd’s unpublished memoirs illustrate a clear sense of internationalism within Clydeside whilst also highlighting the international intersections between different leftist traditions and actors, placed based political actions and gender politics. 
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	Presentation 4 Title:
	Radical (Inter)Nationalists: Spanish Civil War, French Colonialism and Moroccan Jewish Communists

	Presentation 4 Abstract
	The establishment of the Moroccan Communist Party (PCM) and Jewish participation therein was fundamentally bound up with international leftist networks, Communist ideology, as well as conjunctural events within a French colonial context. At the conclusion of the Spanish Civil War (1939), many Spanish Communists crossed the straits of Gibraltar to reach French Morocco, principally Casablanca, Meknes and Rabat. This influx of radical refugees to pre-existing French Communist Party and local leftist activism infused Moroccan national and anti-colonial politics with new possibilities for agitation. Vichy rule (1940-1942) in North Africa brought anti-Semitic legislation, inspiring many Jews to reject France’s vision of republican assimilation. Betrayed by French republicanism and unconvinced by Zionism, many Maghrebi Jews expressed their patriotism through Communism. The 1950s and 1960s represented the height of Moroccan Jewish Communist engagement during which a leftist social universe was constructed, focused on radical activism. This universe was based on family and communal organizing, centered on specific cafés, cinemas, and homes, in which men occupied positions in the PCM, women in the Communist Moroccan Women’s Union, and youths attended Communist summer camps and scouting events. Communism allowed Moroccan Jews to participate in the national liberation struggle and express their patriotism in an idealistically internationalist, cosmopolitan framework. Based on newspapers, oral histories, memoires and archival sources, I suggest that peering through this Communist lens in Morocco of 1945-1975 reveals a unique Moroccan Jewish Communist social universe, extending through the PCF, the PCM and other Moroccan leftist groups allied with the PCM. I contend that studying Jewish radical political and social organization in Morocco reveals the porous, transnational and vexed colonial relationships of Maghrebi Jews to nationalist independence movements and the purportedly internationalist Comintern while shedding light on larger questions of Jewish visions of radical citizenship and national identity. 
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	Presentation 5 Title:
	Black Internationalism, Anti-Fascism and Contested Universalities

	Presentation 5 Abstract
	This paper explores the relations between internationalism, universality and spatial relations. It develops a critical engagement with Susan Buck Morss’s reading of the influence of the Haitian Revolution on Hegel’s account of the master-slave dialectic (Buck Morss, 2009). Through this innovative reading Buck Morss seeks to retrieve and reassert the importance of understandings of ‘universal history’. Buck-Morss, however, counterposes universalism and diversality and through doing so makes an appeal to a ‘common humanity’ which has the paradoxical consequence of closing down political articulations of universality. This paper uses an interrogation of the relations between space, politics and universality to explore different political articulations of black internationalism. This argument is developed through a discussion of the figuring of connections between anti-fascism and anti-colonialism in the work of key intellectuals such as CLR James and Aimé Césaire. The resonances of such a position for forms of subaltern political activity is developed through  a discussion of action by maritime workers in diverse geographical contexts in opposing Mussolini’s invasion of Ethiopia in 1935.
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