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SCANDINAVIAN SETTLEMENT
IN WEST CHESHIRE - STRETCHING THE
BOUNDARIES
by Dan Robinson

HE upsurge in interest in the Viking period over the last few years has
taken various forms, but perhaps it is possible to discern an underiyin
I.‘h(:mc where the inhabitants of the modern world are trying to find c]ose%
links between themsclves and the Scandinavians of a millennium ago
Across the Adantic, celebrations for the thousandth anniversary of the vo i
age of Leif Eirikkson to America attracted sponsorship from the U.S. Goi—
ernment and led to an exhibition wravelling round the major cities of the
U§A and Canada [rom 2000 until 2003; its final audience was well over 3
malli(>n people, many of them of Scandinavian descent vicariously renew-
ing their links with their homeland. Here in Britain the TV serics and ac-
COII]PaI‘l}’iI‘lg book, Blood of the Vikings', has brought home to the general
public a concept alrcady well known by historians, that the Vikings not
only raided in Britain but scttled here as well, and settled in some num-
bers; and that their blood, however thinly, runs through many of our veins
More locally, Professor Stephen Harding of Nottingham University haa‘;
published seversl popular books which deal with the Scandinavian settle-
ment of the Wirral® and again his work takes a special interest in the role
the Vikings may have played in creating the genetic make-up of the people
now living on the banks of the Dee and the Mersey. €
The process by which the ‘pure’ Vikings from Norway and Denmark
merged into the local communities of Britain is an intriguing one, and
spmclhing which has not been considered to any great extent until r{l:ccm
times when modern techniques became available. The Icelandic company
DeCode has become a world leader in the study of DNA, Their study of the
population of Iceland, a country which has remained more or less isolated
from the rest of the world since it was first sctiled by the Norse some 1100
years ago, has shown that a very significant portion of the people there
have traces of British blood; the explanation being that the Vikings who
settled in Iceland were the product of relationships between what we
might call *true’ Vikings and girls from England, Scotland, Wales and Ire-
tand. How many of the girls were willing partners in this arrangement is a
moot peint, but their offspring, whatever their mixed bloodstock, contin-
ued to be culturally Vikings in the exclusively Scandinavian environment
of [celand,
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In most of the British Isles, however, the Vikings were not the dominant
culture, and their way of life was destined to disappcar. For many areas the
way in which the process of assimilation worked, and how long it ook be-
fore the last traces of their Scandinavian heritage had been lost, is not
clear. The story of the British Isles was to take on a completely new direc-
tion with the Norman Conguest, and historians both then and now have
found little time to contemplate the fortunes of the Vikings and their de-
scendants who lived peacefully within the English kingdom post 1066; in
simplistic terms, it is almost as it anyonc who was not a Norman had now,
by default, become a Saxon. It is reasonable to suggest that the process of
cultural merging varied according to local and external political circum-
stances and the relative proportions of Scandinavians and natives in each
¢community. Most of these variables are unknown to us and consequently
we must attempt to form some sort of picture from the litle evidence we
have. However, the significant influence of Scandinavian words and speech
patierns on our modern language, particularly in the north of England,
should provide a clue that we ought to be looking for a significant Norse
and/or Danish impact on the total population, certainly in a cultural if not
in a racial sense.

The devastation of the holy istand of Lindisfarne in 795 reverberates
down the centuries as the overture to the Viking Age in Britain, and the
image of this totally unexpected bolt from the blue is a very powerful one.
Tt is, however, events in Ircland during the following century which bave
the most relevance to western Cheshire. Without going into details Ireland
endured, in microcosm, the whole Viking experience shared by western
Europe during the ninth century. Against a constant background of op-
portunistic raids from the sca there were fights and occasional major bat-
tles between the native Irish and those Vikings who had gained a foothold
in the island and were attempting to settle, At the same time confrontation
was tempered with truces, marriages and alliances between the two peo-
ptes, further confused by the presence of two broader groupings amongst
the Vikings who were distinguished by the Irish, for reasons which time has
obscured, as the White Foreigners (the Norse) and the Dark Foreigners {the
Danes). It would, however, be wrong to dismiss the Viking influence on
Ircland as totally negative; after all it was they who founded the first towns
on the island; Limerick, Cork, Waterford, Wexford, and above all Dublin.
They also intermarricd with the Irish (o create the dynamic hybrid culture
which we call Hiberno-Norse. Many of these people found their way
northwards to take part in the pioneering scttlement of Iceland.

In Ireland there was to be no conclusive victory for either side; the Irish
were obviously more numerous, the Vikings were the more formidable
fighters, and on average the two factors cancelled each other out. One of
the difficultics which all their opponents found when dealing with the Vi-
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archaeology today, our thanks are due to the enthusiasm of the metal de-
tectorists who have discovered and brought these objects to our attention,

A beautiful gold ring made of twisted wire—a typical Viking type—was
found about ten years 4go to the north of the Broxton roundabout below
the Peckforton Hills. This is the second of these rings to be found in the
area; a similar one was discovered in St Werburgh's Street, Chester in the
ninetcenth century. Then there is a small hoard of silver pennies found
five years ago near the River Gowey at Waverton, south-east of Chester.
With the coins were a number of strange bronze rings, some of them with
traces of silvering, which have been ten tatively identified as the remains of
a chatelain, The hoard was deposited in about 970, and the owner js more
likely to have been Viking than Saxon. About two miles south of Chester
and about half a mile south-west of Heronbridge, another small hoard has
been found which is clearly Viking—it includes a silver ingot and a soap-
stone spindle whorl. This is currently being studied by the British Museum,
Finally the enigmatic site of Heronbridge itself is currently being exam-
ined by the Chester Archaeological Society in a series of summer excava-
tions, and as a result of the first season's work Dr David Mason believes
that the carthwork which is the principal visible part of the site is most
likely to be a Viking fortified riverside enclosure,

Insofar as any precise dates are available for Viking Age objects from
western Cheshire it will be noticed that the period 870-980 has come up
regularly; for the Castle Esplanade and Pemberton’s Parlour Hoards in
Chester itself, and for the Waverton Hoard to the south-cast. It is known
that a new wave of Viking raids began at this time after a long period of
relutive quiet, and it seems reasonable to suppose that these deposits were
all made in these troubled times. The Heronbridge fortification may also
fitinto this picture. The circumstances of the Ioss of the gold ring at Brox-
tony are unknown, but it is clear that none of these discoveries can be used
as evidence for Scandinavian settlement in the west Cheshire countryside.

On the other hand there are a number of place-names, all of them mi-
nor, which give support to the view that there was some sort of percolation
by Scandinavians into the area. Before going on to discuss this evidence it
may be helpful to spend a moment making a more general comment on
Dodgon’s approach to the derivation of place-names. Old Norse and Old

English arc closely related Germanic languages and have many words in
common. Dodgson was understandably wary of classing any element as
Norse if it might be English where hoth languages used the same word.
Although he does not specifically state his reasons for this, it was presuma-
bly on the grounds that it is safer to choose the more common derivation
where the word’s origin is uncertain because the odds are that it belongs
to the less exotic language. At first glance this seems a fair course to take,
but unfortunately it leads to its own distortions. If every word which might
be English is judged to be English, the effect must be to make the distribu-
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tion of Lnglish-derived names more predominant and w'lldcsprcad[g;?li
they actually were, and the reverse is true [or Old Norse .nalrjles: ‘.11 o
nately it is casier to identify this preblem than 1o correct it, ‘ULI'IL‘I:: »\;mes
bearing in mind that the law of aovitl‘ai\gles suggests that some place-n

ad) e English are in fact orse. ] o
ﬂd}/:?ogrfg tt(})): westgem edge of the county Dodgson notes Scandinavian
fieldnames in Farndon, Caldecott and Macefen. These are:

i in Macefen = Viddfari’s cot, _ ‘
;V;:cl;(f?l:zf]:l(;:{fﬁeld at thefrer.l haollow'; a field name in Farnden from
;ia::tfl(izaﬁr:li:ilt:&‘land with a wide marsh’; field name at Caldecott near
Shocklach, contains fit = grassland on the bank of a river.
gif;;terf;;:l{; f‘-Ifl:lltfild at a land-slip’; a ficld name at Cotton Abbotts from
'SIﬁ:ffl,ondes; ‘athwart land’; field name at Newton-by-Chester from thvers

3 5 s be post-Scandinavian); ‘
I({bcl::l‘lilgiiestc?{::mgagpes; field name in Rowton from Aern i.il'ld gapp.ex%‘ipi
in a fence at a projecting picce of land': All examples of this name excep
this onie lie in or near areas of Scandinavlan. influcnce;

Far and Near Swartins; field names in Wervin from svatr = blacll’( Iy
And rein as ‘a boundary/ploughland strip” only occurs as a: dmlt.:ct “or in
Wirral and Broxton hundreds (i.e, the western edge of Cheshire), as op-

i U ish ‘land’.
pot’frll;? ai:g:ihlo make of this? We might suggest a model where SZCQntd
and later generarion Viking settlers from t}}c Wirral or C.hfzster mov:c\h’mcg
the Cheshire countryside as they married into lo(.:u.l. fzu?nllcs o.r‘l;:mf dsm_
land, part of the process of absarption and F&SSITTI!]B.LIOH w111f,‘ ‘“dstlsl’ 4
mately to lead to the cclipse of their culture. Fhel.r numbers were Ecil '::g,_
ficient in any one place to have any impact on major.plar;e :(;a’lré?, ol;ng (\)f
enough to subtly alter the chlaracter of the population and add s

ir words to the local vocabulary, . .
th%ijh‘;re(?s possibly ane tangible trace of the Vikings in th.c west (“dhesl::ll]"le_
countryside, The village of Shocklach has a c}.lurch Whlf’_‘h stzllg. ‘s(;eed

pletely an its own overlooking the River Dce. I!.: is clear!y very o l111 et i;

and there are the remains of an ancient cross just 0‘ut51d‘c. The ¢ 111‘1(13' :

dedicated to a 5t Edith. Unfortunately there are I;wio St Edlths;‘ l;)ut lh.(,} .1t}(,r
one, gdith of Wilton, who died in 984, has no obvious LTOT]TICLtl(flTl w1’L 1 I{}le

area. The earlier one, known as Edith of Polf:swor.th Qr ”lam.wm th, “\;t“i( e

sister of King Aethelstan. In 925 she married Sihtric Sytrlg'gs??,. 18111'1;%

King of Dublin and York. The marriage took place at Tanmorl.hjiu?‘ia?r_}

fordshire, the political and ecclesiastical centre of‘nF)rt.h‘—?«'este;S et;,York

whose sphere Shocklach lay. Her stepson was OI‘at Sititicsson, .ng&u;}37 ik

and Dublin who was defeated at the Battle of Brunanburgh in 2
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Evidence from outside Chester

So far this discussion has been limited to the walled area of the city, but
Dodgson also reports a number of Norse names in the suburbs which ¢x-
tend the area of Scandinavian influence considerably. These are:

Weram Slacke 1582: ‘a close to the south of the Boughton highway outside

the Bars, probably on the slope down to the River Dee’ = sigkki  ‘small
shallow valley';

Gorse Stacks = stakkr ‘stack’ i

Land bounded by Quecn Street, Foregate Street, Hoole Lane and Brook
Street was known as Arkeleswall_and Herkin’s Wellfield - Arnkell’s well
(h:1:1:73);

Flookershrook could be from Slokari, Lione who catches flukes [fish];
Across the River Dee in the southern suburb of Handbridge and its vicinity
are;

Gorse Stacks in Hand bridge Lane = stakkr;

Stack Field in St Bridget's extra-mural parish (east of Handbridge/south
of river) = stakhy;

Edgar’s Ficld was criginally Ketles Craft = Ketill’s croft;
Overleigh/Netherleigh may be from Alidd [Anglo-Saxon] or hlidd, hoth
meaning a slope or hill:

Newbold {a lost name, across the river somewhere near Bottoms Lane) =
b, dWcIling, homestead:

Grymesdiche Haye, also recorded as Grymesdyche Garden; possibly a field
in Handbridge = Grimr’s ditch;

Uluesdale in Claverton = Ulfur’s dale,

What is sadly missing in this evidence is any sense of date. It would be easy
to assume in looking for wraces of the Scandinavians in Chester that all the
place names are the product of a single influx of people aver a distinct
period, a generation or two. A much more plausible model is that the
newcomers integrated into the local scene socially and maritally over many
centuries, and as part of that process personal names (and perhaps other
precious particles of Norse culture) survived through several generations
beyond the point at which the language itself was lost. So, whereas the
elements like bol, stakkr, flokari etc. imply that the place names containing
them were given by Norse speakers, the personal names Ketill, Ulfur, cte.,
could have belonged to men who were in every way middle English but
who came from families with Norse ancestry. To illustrate the point, a
modern parallel can be made with the descendants of Polish refugees who
came to Britain during the Second World War, now some sixty years ago.
- Although they are otherwise compietely anglicised and may not even be

able to speak the Polish language, they still proclaim their heritage with
names such as Valdek and Kristina,
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While we cannot bring the survival of Norse names in CbeSLer so far
into the Middle Ages as we can for the Wirral, ther.e are hints t?lla!:dthc
Scandinavian population was preserving some part of its own cultural i enE
tity for many years beyond the Norman Conquest. In pz}rtlc‘ular a g{l}}r}tr:)d
land adjoining St Olaves’ church dated ta 1230~‘4 mentions P‘lugo d.j a e
Nicholas UIf and a witness John son of Ug‘k.eif. Given our undcrs.ta.n Elg ¥
the main area of Scandinavian scttlement in Chester, the location shou
; 3 surprise. ‘ .
LO'I’}Cwa; rr:gv: rcF:urn 1o the tenth century when the S(‘:an‘dina\:mn fmclav.c 1{1’;
Chester was being formed, how was the city func(:qmng at ‘th{s ‘p(‘?rlf.J{ ‘_
Militarily and polidcally it was a Mercian barrier to further Norsc Lxlpdfl
sion fr();l'l the Irish Sea, and a wedge between the.Welsh and _thc n(zlrl 1er£
Vikings based in York. But it was also an economic gateway for tra et\l:flto
the Viking world. Not just round the shores of the Irish Sea but rlmorl 0
the Western Isles, Orkney and Shetland, the Facrocs, ar}d on to Ice 2\1;1 :
from the 980s there was also Greenland, and {rom 1_000 Ij.’l-
land—America. To bring home the connection between ChCStC}, ‘Lhe.“-r“}j
ral and these more exotic outposts in the f.ar 1‘10rth and 'wcsl:, it is lcloﬁd
pointing out that the solitary ring-headcd pin to.und.ellt 1.’Anse ;nslx et;;as'
ows, the only certain Norse site in North America, is a type 0l r.::sls:J
tener which is typically Hiberno-Norse. Scw?rul of 1.'}16135‘6 pins mvc.fc;:n
found in Chester and at Meols, raising the faint possibility that onc(:,rl l}le-
first Europeans to set foot in the New World may have been from Ches

lﬂi‘-“ is difficult to establish the rclaLionshi_p bﬁtWCCfl the :settlemcm in the
Wirral and the Scandinavian presence in (jhes.ter. r.lh.r-:rc is every Lca}slon to
believe that both groups were Hiberno-Norse in origin but }ve lIalcd t :13 :3}:‘1-
dence to say that they operated as one .cultu‘ral community. In c{i- : c;
ohvious acceptance by the Saxon authoritics of the Scandmavmr.l sf(itt crs 1:
Chester, of whom some at least were clearly very wealthy anfl in 1.1(,nt,1];lt‘1
might suggest to us that there ought to have Eccn some filS[’lnCtloil_'l e
tween them and their country cousins on the Wirral who had .a:n un orf :
nate history of attacking the city. On the other hz?nd, the exl‘atet;:.e .Ob a
number of stone carved crosses in Chester, the Wural and Fhr‘]'t;,l .létlt}g
longing to the Hiberno-Norse .tradltlon and \"\"hl(jh has blc.cn’ (,(zi cau.on_
Chester schoel’ suggests a?free interchange of craftsmanship and p

the region, )

ag(':l"tlll-lt: L:t:'?)h:ﬁi;s of ngdinavian settlement which .ha.\'c been fhscus?cd }sU
far are relatively well known, but slowly there are signs em‘ergmght})m‘t Ltl}e‘-
Vikings can also be found in that part ofv(.Jheshu‘e which 11?5 t‘o- L" e bo,:.a
of Chestcr. Firstly it is necessary to mention a number of.51gn1{1(.¢mt sl .y
finds which have come up in rccent years, al[hn'.ugh, as will be sef’:n,vt.m};
do not advance the argument for settlement. As in so many other areas o
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on the siope between the old Roman south gate and the river frontage,
One piece of the jigsaw is the existence of the tiny church of St Olaves in
Lower Bridge Street, which was already in existence by 1119, The dedica-
tion could only have been made by a Scandinavian community because it
celebrates Olaf Haraldsson, a typically bloodthirsty Viking who became
King of Norway and who converted his country to Christianity at the point
of the sword in the carly years of the eleventh century. He was killed at the
Battle of Stiklestad in Norway on 29 July 1030. Although Olaf was not can-
onised until 1164 there was already a St Olaf’s in York by 1055, so Chester's
church may be equally early. As well as St Olaves there was once another
church with a Norse dedication, this time more clearly showing a connec-
tion with lreland—St Brigit’s, which stood near the Roman south gate,
Another St Brigit's still exists ac West Kirby on the Wirral, but the Chester
church was demolished almost two centuries ago.

Excavations in the 1970s found the remains of a typical Scandinavian
timber house dating to the tenth century on Lower Bridge Street. Inside it
was a small stone mould used for making silver ingots, a typically Viking
object. Confirmation comes from the type of stone from which it is made,
for it ariginates from north-west Scotland, an area under Viking contrel at
this period.®

Moving on to the dooumcntary evidence, a number of place-names,
many of them now lost, point to the southern part of Chester and its river-
side as an area of Scandinavian settlement.® Next to the relatively modern
Newgate, built in 1934 through the south-eastern part of the City Walls,
the small portal of the older Wolf Gate still survives. This is the earliest
gate into this part of the city; the ‘wolf’ part is a corruption of Ulfhildr, a
Norse woman’s name. From the Wolf Gate the roule down to the river is
Souters’ Lane, from sutari = shoemaker. The word could also be Saxon,
but given its position a Norse derivation is more likely.

Lost names in the area are:

Clippe Gate (from Kiyppr); it existed before Domesday; its location is
unknown but was probably on the riverside.

Shipgate St: Ormerod quotes ‘a way for a horse and a man that went to
a gate in the walls of the said city, the which way was called Shipgate’. The
description seerns to make it clear that a road is being referred to, not a
gate, so perhaps the name = skipgata,

Caple Gate; a postern gate opening onto the river east of Bridgegate
(from kapell = a horse, nag); also Caple Lane leading to it.

S0 far we have looked at the evidence for Viking settlers in the southern
quarter of the city, which might give the impression that they were kept
separate {rom the rest of the population in some sort of ghetto. While

‘there certainly seems to be a concentration of Viking occupation in this

area, there are clues that the Saxon and Norse communities were inter-
mixed in other parts of the city. Crook Street today leads off Watergate

32

Sireet, but actually the ‘Crook’ clement of the name has moved; 1.t used ;0
be Crook Lane, which ran at right angles to thc. present street _at.lts};nokr: T-
ern end. Despite appearances the ‘Crook’ part is rfot Engllir, it is ] mtré;
Norse personal name. Also in the northern pa.rt of the old oma(ril for .‘
a fine tenth-century Viking brooch in the Jellinge style was foEm in 3hrLlll
ined Roman building on Hunter Strect. Furtl.'lcr to the south (,orr}nﬁonNa‘_
Street was called Normans Lane in 1295, which probably means ‘the Not
an's Lane’, .
wcjlg\:‘:}nrrsx;]tion of Chester at this period w‘ould be co.mpl.ctc w1th0‘111t meS]—
toning the mint, which was at the peak of its production ‘1‘11 the ehat ‘E:.tcncs‘t
century; indeed during the reign of Aethelstan lChcstcr 5 was the 1gg‘
o 3 i London.? The silver pennies it produced
mint in England, surpassing cven London . § Lpracueen
were largely used for trade with the Viking ‘world, but mtcrcsl,m;gl‘z man)
the men who made them were Scandinavians too. We know this 'CCZ!.‘IrJhS(.T
Saxcon coins bore on the reverse the name of the moneyer, Fhe .l’l’l‘dl'lfw} :_)
actually made them. Up to a quarter of the names on Chester coins 0 lﬂi—lz
period are Norse, e.g. ‘Thurmod' = ThfmTzaddr. an of the monejﬁefs 1:rson
carly eleventh century was Krokr, and it is possible that he was the p i
mentioned earlier who gave his name to Crook Street. '.The systf}m v:vas
rather fike a modern franchise, in that the moneyer pal.d the kmgf{q:
front’ for the right to produce coins. Since these franchises w‘?rc I:mi
given to Scandinavians in Chester, it follows that Lhey. mu’stP‘wc blcem
wealthy men; it also follows that they must have been s.ocmlly accepta eh
the Saxons amongst whom they lived and to the Enghsh government \?rdo
commissioned them. It is not known where the coins were be1.nf271 ma“t;
because the minting process was essentially domestic rath'er than.ln us?rl;t
in scale, although the silver ingot mould from Loewer Bridge Street mig
e location of one of the mints. .
befll"}iufn:?t-;?nown find connecting the Vikings wiEh Chestf:r is the ‘C;‘istlc
Esplanade Hoard, one of the most important late Saxon COlr;'l hoards ‘h;)lm
Britain.® It was found in 1950 only a few yards ff"om the (.,msvenm u-
seum. A small pot contained something like BOO §1lve{1‘ pennies ,—kth? nufmr-
ber is imprecise because the circumnstances of their discovery ma c1t is .2.‘
from certain that all the coins in the hoard whe‘re t'et.:overed. Th(,r;:;;m
also silver ingots and pieces of choppcd up silver jewellery (hacksi fwi
which add vup to a minimum value of 1300 pence — an enormO’uE sum or_
the period. The way in which the jewellery was chopped up makes it ce ;
tain that the hoard belonged to a Viking, presu‘mably a .tradcr‘ The datf;o
deposition is somewhere around 970, the site just o.ul,mde the RomanP or-
tress walls. Another, smaller hoard of silver peunies wa.s found at Pem-
berton’s Parlour on the northern stretch of the walls; this hoard dates to
about 980.
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kings was that if things became too uncomfortable for them they just
melted away—only to reappear somewhere else.

One of these recurring down-swings in Viking fortunes came in 902
when they were driven out of their own town of Dublin by the Irish, The
Dublin Vikings scattered to wherever they could find a home. The Irish
and Welsh annals tell us that one of them named Ingimund took his ships
and followers to Anglesey. How short or long a period he stayed on the
island is a matter for debate; the discovery of the site at Llanbedroch in
recent years has given fresh impetus 1o looking for Viking scttlements on
Anglesey, and it is beginning to seem possible that the long-accepted im-
pression that the Vikings had only u passing interest in the island is mis-
taken.

The story continues with Ingimund being driven out of Anglesey by a
Welsh prince and having to approach Acthelfleda, ruler of the Mercian
Saxons, for somewhere to settle; she then grants the north-western part of
the Wirral to him and his followers. These events and the subsequent Hi-
berno-Norse settlement of the Wirral has been well documented, most ac-
cessibly in the books of Stephen Harding, although arguably the nature
and extent of the settlement are less well understood. Meols may well have
been the point of arrival for the original colonists, and subsequently pro-
vided a link with the other Norse communities around the Irish Sea, A dis-
turbed Viking burial has already been identified amongst the material
from Meols, which is currently being studied at Liverpool Museum prior to
a definitive publication of the material from this important site,

Place names on the Wirral show that connections with Ireland and the
Isle of Man were strong, us we would expect. One particular name, Raby
‘the border village' gives a good indication that there was a formal limit to
Scandinavian territory, and the existence of a Thingvollr— ‘parliament
field® at Thingwall shows that this was an independent self-governing
community.

The settlement obviously flourished and was to survive with its own cus-
toms and character well into the Middle Ages. The most striking evidence
for Norse cultural survival occurs on the southern margins of the Wirral,
some distance outside what we believe was the original Scandinavian set-
tiement area, Rental records housed in Chester Cathedral for the year
1398 give us the names of tenants in two parishes. These names are: Rich-
ard Hondesson, (which at first glance might pass as English), then Agnes
and Johanne Hondesdoghter in Great Sutton, and then Mabilla Raynaldes-
doghter in Childer Thornton, Here we have the old Viking way of naming
children, still observed in Iceland today, Sons and daughters arc named

after their father’s first name followed by —son ot —dottir. Mabilla’s father

had a good Norse name too, Ragnald. These people were still using Norse
names and the Norse way of forming names nearly five centuries after the
scttlement of the Wirral.
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But there is evidence for the Vikings in oth(,:r parls of west C)hc.sh.lre l;::v
and especially at the old Roman fortress alﬁ. (_,hes.tcr which ¥1cs J;lst a o
miles south-east of the Wirral setuilement. The site fe-erflet.gescgc‘)rtn‘ p
Dark Ages in the year 893, when a Danisfh army ovcrwmlelefl 13 G ;,sr;:hcr
is note-worthy that they were operating in greiltf:r numbcrshan t1lr1 o
bcLLer—organiscd manner than the western Vikings w;:rcD(,dpa 3 eove(,i o
pursuing Saxons cffectively starved.thcm o.ut, and the ana;m ..iq o
into Wales in the next spring. It is interesting to note that esler i

= ave been deserted. ‘
pogﬁymtc}:’x vears after this date Ingimund's settlement took plac: (?322
after they were established in the Wirral—but exactly ‘how soSmfw e |
know—his men launched an attack on (.th:sl.cl". Wltho.ut.‘md'(;F E
about the strength and motivation o.f [ngm.mnd 5 fqr(j.e 11f 1:5h.1 :3: Lo
judge whether this was an opportun.istlc raid lvl'l rue Vrk‘mg. azi.i-xfl)rrlil ) }t)h“
of a larger scheme almed al territorial cxpzm:‘smn. What is 51?111{11(,3 ,H;d ;S
by the time of their attack on Chester the city was well QC enh ?, ; ;re ,Lm-
often happened when thc Vikings artacked a defended site, they w
SUL\":,;S}EE‘(-)W that Aethelfleda of Mercia built anew Saxon burgh a; (l‘,hes(t;n-'
in 807; the eusiest way to make sense of the .rctcrcnce to C..hc‘stcrx eing tl::e
fended at the time of Ingimund’s attack is to say Ll.la!; .It Lj?lm;, aféerrl‘[ e
founding of the burgh, i.e. some five years aftf_jr the m:'tlal fac}tlemimu.nd
then becomes possible to offer anoL}{er possible motive for ngOVOde
breaking his treaty with Acthclﬂeda—l.nstead of Tnakmg z;nltflr;lpr. g
attack, he was forced to act by the estabhshmcpt of l.he.bmg b 1 }c a ones
it to remain, he was cffcctively caged in the Wirral pemrfsula j\’;l“l }nc;\mrl)g)ls
of ever expanding to the south or to the cast. The entry ml_:hf, us[; it
says that other Viking attacks followed the ﬁ.I'Sl; 50 wWere t.(‘:bf‘.‘f ?Ch.csmr;
peration, because the stakes were bigger Lhan.Just tljl(: caplur e}o(‘l, iesis i]ad
Within a very few years of the foundation of the burgeh Jl.cs;rt Y
grown rapidly into a thriving trading port. If.we can rcly on ; lf_i ICLJ s aat
the city was deserted at the end of the previous L.(::ntu.ry l,t,.o (l)w. oy
the inhabitants must have come from clscwher:e. Wllnt is dlffl(:“ll 1 101‘ -
stand, given the recent history between the English and\ling‘lxr.n.ur;( Cslfmv
ple, is that a significant number of the new :Sf:l.llers were ] L?r.b;;, it slhc ;tt{_
impuossible, then, for us ta make any sweeping assumptions a mf[ . "
tudes of Saxons and Vikings 1o each other. Given that Chester m}xs a ToY: !
foundation, we can go even {urther and say that the Norse _sct.t r:rls.dwere
lerated, if not encouraged, at the highest level. Some concrete evidenc

of this will be mentioned later.

Evidence from Chester . S
Archaenlogical and documentary evidence leads us to think thatfthﬁ (jfitn-
dinavian population of Chester was concentrated in the south of the city,
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there is a possible Viking connection between the dedication and the
church itsclf. |
Within the church, tucked away in a corner near the bell-tower i5 a
.sm?ll carved stone, approximately 30cm {(12in.) square. Although it is’ now
inside the church it displays signs of weathering, so it has been broughi
from elsewherc at some time. It depicts a single rider on a horse; he leans
slightly backwards, and carries a shield and perhaps a spear, He also ap-
pears to bc wearing a conical hat. The horse has its head lowered. There is
no queston that only a single man on a single horse is being represented
‘but the horse clearly has more than four legs. The exact number is open lc;
lfncrprelation because the dcetailing on the stone is not good, and its posi-
tion in the church makes it difficult to apply artificial lighting in order to
see it more clearly, At a minimum the horse appears to have two front legs
and four back legs; the front two are exceptionally thick, and if there had
once been a medial line on each of them it could easily have weathered
away. If this were so then the horse would once have had four front legs
apd four back legs. Only one harse in the world was so fast that it needébd
eight legs — Sleipnir, the foal born of Svadilfari and Loki, the pcr’sonal
mount of Odin. So is this a representation of Odin, greatest of the pagan
gods, inside a Christan church? ;

Ilustration 1 — The Shocklach horseman

In the process of creating this sketch it became apt::rent that there appears

ta be something on the hiorse's rum ould this be a bird: in other
e | n | 5 er words,
Odin’s Raven? (Original drawing by Cheryt Quinn of Chester Archaeology). i

It has already been mentioned that the stone is weathered, and that there
are the remains of a cross outside the church. What is left of the cross is
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just a stump; it has been thoroughly ‘tidied up’, presumably by the Victori-
ans. Might the carving once have been part of the coriginal ancient cross
which once stood outside—combining Christian and pagan imagery as so
often occurs on the crosses of the north of Englund and particularly the
Isle of Man during the Norse period? If we have the right St Edith for the
dedication, then there is a possibility that we have some sort of Scandina-
vian presence al Shocklach. The small number of Norse field names in the
vicinity may be part of the same picture,

The purpose of this paper has been to suggest that the Viking settlement
of west Cheshire, with its origins almost certainly in Ireland, should not be
seen as conlined in time to the tenth century, nor limited in space to the
Wirral and Chester, It has been written in the hope that it will prompt oth-
ers ta look for the evidence which will either support or refute the theory.
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