


A Viking Heritage Trail for Wirral

by Steve Harding



Where and when it all started!



Where and when it all started!



Viking Place names







50 carrs 96 rakes





Knowsley Hall, 27 November



1. Viking Heritage Trail – 29 possible sites

2. Viking Churches Heritage Walk – every July:  
St. Bridgets - St. Mary/St. Helen - St. Olave’s

www.nottingham.ac.uk/-sczsteve





Proposed sites



Proposed sites

1. START: Thurstaston
visitor centre –
Thorsteinn’s tún



2. Thor’s Stone





“

“Midnight sun”
Lofoten Islands

3. Irby: Heskeths field
ON hesta-skeið “horse race track”



4. Arrowe Park – Old Norse “aergi”



5. Thingwall – Thing-volr “Parliament Field”

Cross- Hill?



Thingwall – Steve & Prof. T. Titlestad, Univ. Stavanger



“

“Midnight sun”
Lofoten Islands

6. The Barnston “Gil”



“

“Midnight sun”
Lofoten Islands

Piladall (píll-dalr) “Willow Valley”
7. The heswall Slack
- Old norse “slakki”





8. Battle of Brunanburh – “Dingesmere”





9. Viking cross fragments - Neston





Cross fragment, Neston





“

“Midnight sun”
Lofoten Islands

South East “Border” area



“

“Midnight sun”
Lofoten Islands

Piladall (píll-dalr) “Willow Valley”

willow
↓



“

“Midnight sun”
Lofoten Islands

Piladall (píll-dalr) “Willow Valley”
10. Raby (rá-býr) Mere



11. Sue Sharples
Brunanburgh Viking 
sculpture at Poulton
Hall



12. Bromborough –
ring headed cross



13. Bromborough court house

1968

Today



14. The Clints at
Dibbinsdale

Old Norse - klintir



15. Battle of Brunanburh – Bebington Heath? 



15. Escape from Brunanburh!





… a few hours later!





16. Storeton – stor-tún – the big farmstead



17. Viking Tranmere



17. Viking Tranmere





18. Could trani – crane birds - be 
reintroduced to the Tranmere melr
or sandbank?



“

“Midnight sun”
Lofoten Islands

19. Árni’s haug - Arno Hill, Oxton

Is Árni buried here?



20. Claughton – klakkr tun, and Ufaldi’s green 
(now part of Birkenhead Park)



21. Mini-hogback,  Bidston



Wirral Globe   
23 June 2004



22. “Ye Clynsse” (1642) at the 
Wallasey Breck – ON klintir



22. “Ye Clynsse” (1642) at the 
Wallasey Breck – ON klintir
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23. “Svartskere” – black rock



24. Lingham – lyng-holmr



24. Lingham – lyng-holmr



Leasowe Castle: the Canute Chair



25. Railway Inn, Meols



26. Meols – Old Norse melr
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Grave of a Viking warrior?



The Wro



28. Tonn-skere – Tanskey rocks



29. St. Bridgets Church, vestri kirkjubyr



“

“Midnight sun”
Lofoten Islands

Hogback Tombstone (1000-1050 A.D.) 
West Kirby



Back to Thorsteinn’s farmstead…

1. START: Thurstaston
visitor centre –
Thorsteinn’s tún



A Viking Centre?



A statue of Ingimund?



A statue of Ingimund?
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Viking Churches Heritage Walk
“Olsok” every July

St. Bridget’s                  St. Olave’sSt. Mary & St.Helen                  

www.nottingham.ac.uk/-sczsteve
This years walk on SATURDAY 26 JULY goes from Neston to St.Olave’s


