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Ancient - history . master DAVID
HEALEY coniinues hi¢' fascinating fook
at the Vikiné influencé on Wirral. Mr.
Healey, who teaches at Calday Grange
Grammar School, lives at Little Neston,
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ral’s Viking farmsteads.
Further excavations in
Northern Eagland wmay
help to solve the mystery.
At the moment the West
Kirby hog-back gives the
only clue to their appear-
ance.

R. N. Bailey’s recently pub~
lished book, “Viking Age
Sculpture in Northern
England,” argmes that
hog-back grave covers
may have been derived
from the early English
practice of covering the
bodies of saints' with a
house-like structure and
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the back-rooms of
Chester’s Grosvenor
Museum, but a collection
of similar cross fragments
is to be seen inside St
John's Church, Chester.
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This, in turn, can be traced

colonists who took over
the practice and adapted

«ceased to be the markers

of saints” graves. There

who had been
converted to Christianity.
The Viking who lay be-

Further South an interesting
relic can be seen inside

stored with others of a
later perlod, once formed
a single grave-cross of
unusual design.

nal § because the growth of

royal - authority  stified

their creativity. '

Once they had escaped they
gave full reign to their
talents, thereby enriching

the culture of the rec-

ipient country. This type

The original monument was
roughly  triangular o
shape and combined
Saxon, Scandinavian and
Irish features of sculp-
ture. The fragmeuts,

Violent

Above this two figures

are depicted in violent

a pointed chasuble over
an alb provides interest-
ing evidence of tenth

Again Dr. Bulock pro-

Irish influence, evident in
Wirral’s place-names and
the Meols finds, has a
parallel in the sculpture.
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