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1.  PVCs

Professor Di Birch and Professor David Greenaway complete their terms of office as PVCs this summer, and I would like to record my thanks for their respective contributions to Management Board during this time.

I have invited Professor Karen Cox of the School of Nursing and Professor Bob Webb of the School of Biosciences to take up office as PVCs from 1 August 2008.  
2.  PVC Portfolios
The PVC portfolios from 1 August 2008 will be:
Professor Karen Cox

Human Resources

Access, Community Relations, The Academy
Schools in the Faculty of Arts

Professor Alan Dodson

Environment and Infrastructure

Information Services

Schools in the Faculty of Medicine, including the School of Veterinary Medicine and Science

Professor Christine Ennew

Internationalisation and Europe

Schools in the Faculty of Science

Professor David Riley

Student Experience

Teaching and Learning

Nottingham Hospitality

Schools of Law, Education and the Business School

Professor Chris Rudd 

Knowledge Transfer and Business Engagement

External Relations and Communications

Schools of the Built Environment, Contemporary Chinese Studies, Economics, Geography, Politics, Sociology and Social Policy, ISS and IWHO.

Professor Bob Webb

Research

Regionalisation

The Graduate School
Schools in the Faculty of Engineering
I continue to liaise with David Greenaway informally to ensure a smooth transition.

3.  Admissions for 2008 entry

The admissions methods have changed, both internally and externally, and this has depressed the number of applications we have received this year.  The salient facts are that high-quality acceptances are up generally.  HEU UG acceptances are up by 17%.  HEU PGT are up by 1%.  HEU PGR are up by 2%.  International UG are up by 30%.  International PGT are down by 27%.  International PGR are down by 11%.
4. Biomedical Research Units (BRUs)
I am delighted to report that we have been awarded two new Biomedical Research Units (BRUs), they are worth £7.5m and will be funded by the Department of Health's National Institute for Health Research (NIHR).  One BRU will focus on 'translational' research into respiratory disease, the other into deafness and hearing problems. They will be run by a partnership led by Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust and the University of Nottingham.  The Medical Research Council’s Institute of Hearing Research (MRCIHR) will also be a partner in the hearing BRU. Both BRUs are also being considered for capital awards from the Department of Health of £2m each.  We have also been invited to re-submit our third BRU.  This is a really exciting opportunity for research at Nottingham, and I have congratulated those involved in the bids.


5.  Nottingham University Samworth Academy 

Senate will be pleased to hear that Mr Michael Rowen has been appointed as the first Chair of the Governing Body of our Academy.  He grew up locally, and his background is in engineering – being a director of J N Rowen Limited.   Professor David James, who specialises in feto-maternal medicine at QMC, has been appointed its Deputy Chair.  I am optimistic that their combination of expertise in both enterprise and medicine will be successful.  Senate will recall that I have previously reported that David Harris has been appointed as the Academy’s Headteacher.

6.  RCUK Summer Schools awards

We have been very successful in the prestigious RCUK Summer Schools awards.  Professor Jonathan Hirst of Chemistry will organise a summer school with Shanghai Jiao Tong University; Professor Hai Sui-Yu of Civil Engineering will organise one with Sichuan University, Mr Benson Lau of the Built Environment will organise one with Tsinghua University.

7.  Aspire sculpture

You will be aware of the ‘Aspire’ sculpture, which has been funded by an anonymous philanthropist, and designed by Ken Shuttleworth.  At 60 metres in height, it will be Britain's tallest free-standing work of public art.  It will be positioned on the extension to Jubilee campus and will be raised over the weekend of 21 and 22 June. The final - top - piece will be put in place on Monday 23 June.  It will be named officially on Monday 14 July.

8.  Centre for Sustainable Energy Technologies, Ningbo

The building which will house our Centre for Sustainable Energy Technologies at our Ningbo campus was opened on 23rd May.  The Chancellor and I were joined by people from the UK and China, and by academics and people in the construction industry.  We were also pleased that representatives of local, regional and national Government joined us.  The building was funded by our benefactors Mr K K Chung and his wife, Ko Lee, and was designed by the architect Mario Cucinella.  There will be a larger opening, with an international conference on sustainability, in September.
9.  Research Awards
Research awards for the year to date are currently approximately £96m – the same as last year.  We anticipate this will rise significantly in the light of the BRUs mentioned above and other major awards which we know to be on their way.
10.  Development Campaign Update – awaiting approval from CDR
The Development Campaign 2012, which has a preliminary goal of £100M, launched its quiet phase on 1 January 2008. The quiet phase will test the viability of the Campaign's case for support, its goals and project objectives with some of the University's most consistent and ardent supporters. A goal for the quiet phase is set to achieve £35M by autumn 2009 and to date £4.4M is raised.

The academic community has been - and continues to be - encouraged to suggest projects for the Campaign. 72 projects are already being evaluated by benefactors and alumni for inclusion in the Campaign. To complement these academic projects, and consistent with the University's mission and aspirations, broad university-wide ideas and themes will be developed and evaluated over the summer and early autumn.

11.  League Tables
You will have noticed various League Tables have been published with ever stranger methodologies, sometimes placing small Universities above Russell Group Universities.  This must be confusing for students and others.  We will be trying to get sensible methodologies adopted for the future.
12. HEFCE bid for additional student numbers

HEFCE has issued guidance on how institutions can bid for additional funded student numbers in 2009-10 and 2010-11.  We are working on a bid that seeks to map areas we wish to develop against HEFCE priorities, including expansion of the School of Veterinary Medicine & Science.  The bid will be for around 500ftes, the upper limit indicated by HEFCE.  There is no specific deadline for bids but we will be seeking a decision by the autumn.

13. Virtual Academy of Sustainable Cities

During the Prime Minister’s visit to China in January, Gordon Brown and the Chinese Premier, Wen Jiabao, signed an MoU on sustainable development.  Within the UK, this initiative is being led by the Prime Minister's China Taskforce.  I am a member of that Taskforce, and Douglas Tallack and I were closely involved in developing the Virtual Academy proposal which is part of the MoU.

Senate will be interested to hear that the University and UCL have now been asked to lead the implementation group.  UK and Chinese institutions already have a number of joint activities but this virtual academy will provide a framework for wider engagement and full exploitation of the opportunities arising from research, training and commercial development opportunities that enhance urban sustainability.

14. Nano What? Roadshow 
Senate will be interested to hear that we have been closely involved in the 2008 East Midlands Nanotechnology Roadshow.  It is travelling around the region between April and June to explain what nano technology is, and how its applications affect our everyday life.  Featuring academics, research students and experts from universities across the region, it received £500k of funding from emda. 

15.  Award

Professor Keith Campbell of the School of Biosciences, together with Sir Ian Wilmut and Professor Shinya Yamanaka, has been awarded the 2008 Shaw Prize for their recent pivotal innovations in reversing the process of cell differentiation in mammals.  This is a hugely prestigious award.
16.  Gas Holders Site

We are in final stages of negotiation with National Grid to purchase the Gas Holder site near Jubilee Campus.  We hope to complete the acquisition early in 2009, which will be a tremendous development and will open up many possibilities for us.

17.  Members leaving Senate

This is the last meeting for several members of Senate; their names are on the circulated sheet.  It is also my last meeting of Senate and I would like to thank all members for their contributions over the years.
Overseas travel
Italy
I went to Rome on 13 March to sign an agreement with University of Rome Tor Vergata & Alliance Boots Healthcare.  I then visited again on 10 May for the Alliance Healthcare Oreste Pessina Award Event.

China
I visited Ningbo from 17-19 March for a meeting with the Chinese Ministry of Education and on 22/23 May for the opening of the CSET Building.
I went to Beijing from 11-15 April for a U21G Board meeting and a meeting with the Chinese Ministry of Education.

I went to Shanghai from 23-25 May to attend an OncImmune seminar and to meet with the Chancellor.
Oman
I went to Muscat from 7-9 April to attend The Zubair Corporation’s 40th Anniversary Celebrations, and to discuss HE opportunities in the Gulf.
Ireland
I attended the U21 AGM and conference in Dublin.
Malaysia
I attended a UNiM Board meeting in KL from 19-21 May.
Hong Kong
I went to Hong Kong from 27-29 May to attend Development Office meetings with Joe Beyel.

Singapore
I went to Singapore on 30/31 May to preside over a U21G Graduation Ceremony.
Visitors 

Among the distinguished visitors to the University since the last meeting are:

· Mr Tiku Patel, MD of Experian on 2 April
· Professor Chunli Bai, President of the Chinese Chemical Society and Vice President of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and delegation on 2-3 April

· Professor Ian Diamond, Chief Executive of ESRC and Chair of RCUK on 8 April

· Professor Mille Millnert, Vice-Chancellor, University of Linkoping, and delegation, 8 April

· Professor David Delpy, Chief Executive of EPSRC on 11 April

· Dr Jonathan Allis, Global Head of Imaging of GE Healthcare on 11 April

· Dr Neil Viner, Director of Physical Sciences, EPSRC on 21 April
· Dr Chris Kirk, Deputy Vice-Chancellor of Lincoln University, New Zealand 21-23 April 

· Rupert Best and George Rothschild, Agricultural Research Centre, 30 April

· Professor Raewyn Dalziel, Deputy Vice-Chancellor of University of Auckland,  1 May

· Mr Li Shenming, Vice President and delegation, Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), 8 May 

· Delegation from Universiti Malaysia Sabah, Malaysia,  10 May

· Ms Ornella Barra, Alliance Boots Plc , 12 May

· HE Mme Fu Ying, Ambassador to the Peoples Republic of China to the UK, 14 May
· Rune Heiberg Hansen, Secretary, Task Force, Sino-Danish Higher Education Relations, Universities Denmark, and Senior staff from the  Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation, 15 May

· Mr Mohamed Al-Qari, Mr Fahed Al-Hosni, Mr Saud Al-Salmi, Sultan Qaboos University, 4 June

· Prof ZHANG Shubi, Mr TIAN Zhongen, Mr WANG Xiaoqiang, Mr JI Hongzhi, Mr XU Jianxin from China University of Mining & Technology (CUMT) & Xuzhou City Government Officials, 4 June

· Delegation from the Matriculation Division, Ministry of Education, Malaysia, 10 June

· Professor Donald Light, Leverhulme Trust Visiting Professor, University of Liverpool, Social and Behavioral Medicine. University of Medicine and Dentistry, New Jersey, 12 June

Congratulations

Congratulations to:

· Professor Bryan Clarke of The School of Biology has been awarded the prestigious Darwin-Wallace Medal 2008 by The Linnean Society of London for “major advances in evolutionary biology since 1958”. 

· Professor Richard James of The School of Molecular Medical Sciences, who has been awarded the Communications Award 2008 by the Society for Applied Microbiology. The accolade recognises excellent and sustained public outreach and dissemination to a broad range of audiences.

· Professor Martyn Poliakoff CBE FRS of The School of Chemistry who has been awarded an honorary doctorate degree for services to science by The University of East Anglia. Professor Poliakoff will receive the degree at the same ceremony as his brother, the director and playwright Stephen Poliakoff, who will collect an honorary doctorate for services to British drama.

· Professor Tony Avery, Professor of Primary Care in The School of Community Health Sciences, who has been awarded the Royal College of General Practitioners' John Fry Award for outstanding work in promoting the discipline of general practice through research and publications. 

· Professor Don Grierson OBE FRS of The School of Biosciences, Professor Kevin Shakesheff of The School of Pharmacy, Professor Andy Taylor and Professor Katherine Smart of The School of Biosciences, whose work was showcased at 'Bioscience: Biomillions', a BBSRC and HM Treasury event to illustrate how the UK's bioscience research base is delivering substantial economic and social impact. 

· Dr Ian Lowndes of The School of Chemical and Environmental Engineering, who has been awarded the 2008 Douglas Hay Medal by The Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining Engineering  for the best paper as judged by the Institute's editorial boards. 

· Professor Nidal Hilal of The School of Chemical and Environmental Engineering, who was invited to be a member of the Honour Committee for the International Symposium on Biotechnology in Tunisia, attracting 750 delegates from 35 nations.

· Professor Philip Cowley of The School of Politics and International Relations, who has been appointed to the Youth Citizenship Commission which will report to the Prime Minister and the Secretary of State for Justice in Spring 2009, on increasing democratic engagement by young people.

· Thomas Kenworthy, Sam Donegani and Alex Bone of The School of Mechanical, Materials and Manufacturing Engineering, who all won awards in the UK's leading student competition for socially responsible designs. Their entries were amongst 1100 considered by the Royal Society for Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (RSA) in its annual Design Directions competition. Thomas Kenworthy received the TTP Design Internship worth £5,000 and The BT Award of £1,000 for his mobile text messenger which addresses the needs of older users. 

· Nandana Bose, PhD student in The Institute of Film and Television Studies in The School of American and Canadian Studies, who won first prize in the Society for Cinema and Media Studies student writing award in the US.

· Dr Antonio Padilla, a member of Professor Ed Copeland’s Particle Theory group established under the New Chairs Campaign, has been awarded a prestigious five year Royal Society University Research Fellowship. The award will start from October 2008.
· Dr Jill Baker (Institute of Cell Signalling), Professor Steve Hill (Institute of Cell Signalling), Dr Barrie Kellam (Pharmacy) and Professor Peter Fischer (Pharmacy) have recently been awarded a Wellcome Trust Strategic Translation Award in Seeding Drug Discovery of almost £3 million, to support the development of highly selective 1-adrenoceptor antagonists for therapeutic application in patients with concomitant cardiovascular and respiratory disorders.  The applicants have a lead compound that should allow the development of drugs that could make major inroads into the current market for -blockers. 
· Professor Anne Willis in the School of Pharmacy has been awarded a BBSRC Professorial Fellowship.  This is a hugely prestigious award that signals real excellence in her research.   
· The winners of the Lord Dearing Awards 2008 winners, who are: Dr Paul Crawford, School of Nursing, Dr Stephen Doughty, School of Pharmacy, Dr Ian Duce, School of Biology, Dr Andrew Fisher, Department of Philosophy, Dr Karen Ford, CELE, Ningbo, Dr Gordon Ramsay, School of English Studies, Mr Theo Stickley, School of Nursing, Dr Paul Thompson, School of Education, Mrs Janice Yelland-Sutcliffe, School of Mechanical, Materials and Manufacturing Engineering, Widening Participation Summer School.

· Nottingham Students' Union won the Student Participation category of the NUS Awards 2008. This category recognises the Union which has significantly increased the participation levels of its student members.

Professor Sir Colin Campbell
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