Formatting Text in Programme Specifications and Module Records in Saturn Web 

About HTML Formatting in Saturn 

As module records and programme specifications are held as data in the Saturn Web student record system, it is necessary to use HTML (Hyper Text Markup Language) if you wish to format any sections of text. This includes adding bold and italic characters, citations, headings and lists and even extends to arranging text in paragraphs since white space is ignored by web browsers. It is not however, necessary to use HTML to identify accents commonly found in words in other languages than English in Saturn, for example acute and grave accents, the tilde, the umlaut. These characters can be pasted directly from Word. More unusual characters may not paste directly from Word. See below for help with these. 

In order to format text in Saturn, HTML "tags" must be placed around the word or words concerned. Tags consist of a left angle bracket (<), a tag name, and a right angle bracket (>). Tags are usually paired to start and end the tag instruction. The end tag looks just like the start tag except that a slash (/) precedes the text within the brackets. A list of common tags is given below. Note that HTML is not generally case sensitive. 

Headings 

HTML has six levels of headings, numbered 1 through 6, with 1 being the largest. 

Headings are typically displayed in larger and/or bolder fonts than normal body text. Note that H1 is usually reserved for the main title of a document: 

e.g. <h1>Spain and its Cities</h1> 

Paragraphs 

A web browser will ignore any line breaks or white space and starts a new paragraph only when it encounters another <p> tag. If you wish to separate text into paragraphs you must use the <p> and </p> tags. For example: 

<p> Madrid is the capital city of Spain located in the heart of the peninsula and right in the centre of the Castilian plain 646 meters above sea level.</p> 

<p> A cosmopolitan city, a business centre, headquarters for the public administration, government, Spanish parliament and the home of the Spanish royal family, Madrid also plays a major role in both the banking and industrial sectors.</p> 

Adding Emphasis 

You can emphasis one or more words with the <b> tag to add bold to text or the <i>tag to italicise words. 

Lists 

You can create numbered or unnumbered lists. The first kind is a bulleted list, often called an unordered list. It uses the <ul> and <li> tags, for instance: 

<ul> <li>Madrid</li> <li>Barcelona</li> <li>Bilbao</li> </ul>

Note that you always need to end the list with the </ul> end tag, but that the </li> is optional and can be left off. The second kind of list is a numbered list, often called an ordered list. It uses the <ol> and <li> tags. For instance: 

<ol> <li>Castillian</li> <li>Catalan</li> <li>Basque</li> </ol>
Like bulleted lists, you always need to end the list with the </ol> end tag, but the </li> end tag is optional and can be left off. 

Tables 

Tables consist of one or more rows of table cells. Here is a simple example: 

	School 
	Sub-Departments 

	CLAS 
	French; German; Hispanic & Latin American Studies; Russian and Slavonic Studies 

	Humanities 
	Archaeology, Art History, Classics, History, Music, Philosophy, Theology 

	Sociology 
	Centre for Social Work 


  
The markup for this is: 

<table border="1"> <tr><th>School</th><th>Sub-Departments</th></tr> <tr><td>CLAS</td><td>French; German; Hispanic & Latin American Studies; Slavonic Studies</td></tr> <tr><td>Humanities</td><td>Archaeology; Art History; Classics; History; Music; Philosophy; Theology</td></tr> <tr><td>Sociology</td><td>Centre for Social Work</td></tr> </table>

The table element acts as the container for the table. The border attribute specifies the border width in pixels. The tr element acts as a container for each table row. The th and td elements act as containers for heading and data cells respectively. 

Further useful information on setting up tables in html can be found at Sizzling HTML Jalfrezi 

Special Characters 

There are too many to mention. If you need to add any special characters to your text please see the long list available at Getting Started with HTML 

Questions
Please contact the Curriculum Management team on programme-specifications@nottingham.ac.uk if you have any questions.
