Transcript: Department of Art History (length: 02:38)
00:07 – 00:33 Carly Lee, Undergraduate student

I’m Carly Lee and I study art history and English in the Department of Art History. I chose to study in the Art History Department because the building is like a microtopia in itself. It’s got a café, it’s got a contemporary art museum, a common room for the students. There is a visitor centre with lots of comfy sofas to chill out on after lectures and in between seminars. 

00:33 – 00:49 Suzy Freake, PhD student
It’s fantastic having a gallery within the Department because that kind of; it creates a quite a living-breathing artistic atmosphere, which I think is great; and, especially when the exhibitions in the Department kind of feed into the various modules that are on offer. That can be a really key teaching tool, I think. 

00:50 – 01:12 Anna Lovatt, Lecturer
Art History is quite a small Department. We have a permanent faculty of about eight members of staff and we have an undergraduate community of about 70 students per year which includes joint and single honours.

That really means that the student experience is quite a personal one. We generally know most of our students by name and our elective modules tend to be taught in groups of no more than 25.
01:13 – 01:58 Mark Rawlinson, Lecturer
With big departments as a student it’s very easy to become lost in big departments. There is a feel that you belong to your friends rather than the department because you don’t really have a connection with the staff or necessarily the building because you are being taught at various places across campus.

One of the things that we offer and we excel at, is the idea, well the fact that students very quickly become known to us; we get to know them, they get to know us. We can’t help but bump into another on a corridor because they are walking past our offices to go to lectures and seminars or they hanging out in the café and their common room and we’re getting coffees with them and things. So, there is a kind of really collegial atmosphere and it’s one of the reasons, I think, that our students often stay on from undergraduate to postgraduate study. 

01:58 – 02:15 Suzy Freake, PhD student

That kind of community is incredibly productive and I think that’s a really string part of the Department. Because the Department is so small, it means that there is a really close community. It’s a small community but it’s more productive in that way because you spend more one on one time with each other, which is great.
02:15 – 02:29 Anna Lovatt, Lecturer

If you’re interested in learning a little bit more about the Department, then please look at our website and also contact us by email, we can arrange an informal chat over the phone or you can email a member of staff directly. All our contact details are on the website. 

