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This template and accompanying guidelines are intended to help with the transition of a dissertation into a shorter article that contains good technical information suitable for a wider audience.

Dissertations are written for academics well versed in the particular field. Here, the readers will be undergraduates, academics from other disciplines and also sixth formers looking at courses in Biosciences. Therefore, the article has to work at a different level to that of the scientific paper. 
The text should be similar to an article in Scientific American, see  http://www.scientificamerican.com/. That said, where a practical project was undertaken the usual laboratory report format can be followed but may involve considerable clarification in respect of technical details.
Write your article by inserting the text and figures into the relevant spaces below, keeping to the Candera 10 font with side headings at 12 point bold and justified layout. The article should be of at least 1500 words but no more than 2500 words.
Throughout the article avoid the first person (I/We made the measurement...) instead use the passive voice (The measurement was made…).
Photographs should be at least 96 dpi for viewing on screen and preferably 300 dpi for printing (see above). All figures must be owned by the writer, i.e original creations or reproduced with permission. For general pictures there are many web libraries that have copyright free images or creative commons licences, e.g. Wikimedia.  

Please send your manuscript via email to alan.waterfall@nottingham.ac.uk
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS (see end for reading lists etc.)
Introduction

You may wish to use side headings within the introductory section
Set out the ideas in the article, introducing the subject using real world examples that will be understood by an intelligent general reader. 
Consider the background to the study in a broad context and explain the usefulness of the study itself within that wider perspective.

You may wish to list some of the important work that the study draws upon for inspiration. In addition, make a clear statement of the purpose of the study and the potential outcome. If you have a specific hypothesis, state the working hypothesis.
Something to consider carefully is technical jargon.  This will either have to be omitted or explained. Avoid using a lengthy glossary.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR PRACTICAL PROJECTS

It is acceptable to follow the typical format for a laboratory report, alternatively if you choose to write in the style of a general article introduce the method and results where relevant. In either case do not assume prior knowledge by the reader.
Material & Methods

Briefly describe the methods and equipment.

Results
Include a prose description of results in addition to pictures, graphs and tables. Be consistent with labelling and ensure all figures and tables have legends.

Where possible graphs, tables and diagrams  should be reduced in size to fit within a single column. 

Discussion
Explain the results in the context of the aims described in the Introduction. Consider the anticipated and actual outcomes. Discuss the relevance of the results in the light of published information and to the field in general. Criticise the methods and suggest alternatives or improvements. Make suggestions for future work.
It is important to remember that your results, may differ from those already published. If this is the case, try to explain why.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LITERATURE BASED ARTICLES 
Following on from the Introduction, describe your investigation and discuss the main findings in the context of both the introductory statements and the field in general. Consider any difficulties that were encountered and possible future work. 
Try to use images as much as possible.
In terms of style, try to read at least one Scientific American article and note the use of less formal alternative phrasing. For example, instead of citing references, use a phrase such as,  “Peter Harry Duff and colleagues at the Saint Nicklaus sled testing institute at Woomera soon discovered that hot sand was not an ideal substitute for crisp snow when they…”   
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS CONTINUED…

Further Reading - a list for anyone who wishes to pursue this topic (optional). 

References (optional)

Author Profile -as a separate paragraph. Write this as if your supervisor had done so, e.g.
“Jill is 21 years old and after a gap year spent carrying water down hills, studied in the School of Biosciences graduating in 2006 with a first class degree, BSc. Animal Science. Jill was particularly interested in the behavioural consequences of failures of co-ordinated motor control and would like to work in the pharmaceutical industry developing remedies for cranial fracture based on acetic acid and unrefined cellulose sheeting.” 

  

Figure 1. Insert topical picture here, but make sure it is of sufficient resolution. This picture is fine on the screen but the pixels are evident when printed.
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