
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Masterclass Series: Successful School 

Leadership  
Session Leaders: Professor Pat Thomson; Professor Christopher Day; Professor 

Qing Gu; Associate Professor Andy Townsend; Associate Professor Kay Fuller 
 

At a glance 

 

This series of five 

Masterclasses is aimed at 

school leaders who want to 

build their practice by engaging 

with some of the top names in 

educational leadership 

research and practice from the 

University of Nottingham. 

The twilight series can be 

purchased by a school and 

sessions shared amongst the 

leadership to encourage school 

wide development. 

Dates 9, 15, 22, 30 November, and 14 December 2017  

Duration 5pm-7pm 

Location 

 

 

 

Room C49 Dearing Building 

University of Nottingham 

Jubilee Campus 

Triumph Road 

Nottingham, NG7 2TU 

 

Cost 

£150 ‘introductory offer’ for series of 5 

Masterclasses 

 

What you will learn Core content 

 

Each Masterclass has been developed by a 

senior academic from the Centre for Research in 

Education Leadership and Management in the 

School of Education at the University Of 

Nottingham based on their current research and 

years of experience. 

There will be an opportunity for you to hear about 

new research and to consider its application to 

your practice and to the development of your 

school. 

 

 

Each session will be unique and based on 

substantial research.  The sessions titles are 

as follows:  

9 November: Leadership and diversity: How 

do school leaders see diversity? 

15 November: Improving Schools Through 

Action Research 

22 November: The Impact of Leadership on 

Student Outcomes: How Successful School 

Leaders Use Transformational and 

Instructional Strategies to Make a Difference 

30 November: What Successful Leadership 

Means: Evidence from the Field 

14 December: Leading school Change - 

Bringing Quality and Inclusion Together 

 

 

        
School of Education 
Professional Development for Educators 



Key outcomes 

1. Participation in a unique series of Masterclasses that will challenge your thinking

2. Opportunities to discuss what leadership means to you and for your school

3. Evidence from research that can be used to support developments and innovations at your

school

Masterclass Presenters

Professor Pat Thomson 

 Professor Pat Thomson PSM PhD FAcSS FRSA is Convenor of the 

Centre for Research in Arts, Creativity and Literacy (CRACL). . Pat is 

known for her interdisciplinary engagement with questions of creative 

and socially just learning and change. Her current research focuses on 

creativity, the arts and change in schools and communities, and 

postgraduate writing pedagogies. She is currently devoting more time to 

exploring, reading and thinking about imaginative and inclusive 

pedagogies which sit at the heart of change. She is also looking at the 

ways in which innovative approaches to schooling are spread with 

/against policy agendas - and within and between countries. She 

maintains an interest in the changing work of school administrators and 

in children and young people who do not get the full benefits of 

education. All of her research is underpinned by a commitment to social 

justice and an interest in questions of power, identity, place and agency. 

She has had extensive involvement in school, family and community 

programmes and works closely with practitioners and pupils as co-

researchers. She has expertise in policy, sociology and cultural 

geography and has a particular interest in text-based and arts informed 

research methods. She frequently uses visual research methods in her 

work. 

Associate Professor Kay Fuller 

Kay joined the University Of Nottingham as Associate Professor of 

Educational Leadership in November 2014.  Prior to that she was 

Lecturer in Education, and course leader for the secondary English 

PGDipEd, at the University of Birmingham.  Before becoming a higher 

education teacher and researcher Kay worked for 15 years teaching in 

five mixed community comprehensive schools in three local authorities. 

She was a teacher of English, head of English and deputy head teacher 

during that time. Kay is co-convenor of the BELMAS Gender and 

Leadership Research Interest Group.  Kay is also a member of the 

international Women Leading Education network that covers five 

continents.  She is a member of the International School Leadership 

Development Network.

Associate Professor Andy 
Townsend 

Andy Townsend is Associate Professor in Educational Leadership in the 

School of Education. He is interested in a range of issues of relevance to 

educational leadership including, but not limited to: educational change; 

practitioner and institutional development; educational leadership and 

educational networks. He is especially interested in the participatory 

features of these aspects of leadership, including interest in participatory 

approaches to both research and change. He is a member of a number 

of professional associations including: CARN, the Collaborative Action 

Research Network (for whom he acted as the Academic Director of the 

2006 Annual Conference) and the British Educational Leadership 

Management and Administration Society (BELMAS). He is also one of 

the editors of the journal Educational Action Research and has 

previously edited the 2007 CARN bulletin and the Specialist Schools and 

Academies Trust (SSAT) resource packs. His current academic career 

followed a period of work as an educational consultant supporting, 

http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/education/research/cracl/index.aspx


 
researching and evaluating various educational development initiatives. 

Over his period as a researcher and evaluator Andrew has worked on 

sixteen different research projects, seven of which he acted as principal 

investigator. The interests which have guided his work as a consultant 

and academic are informed by his experience as a teacher of science 

over a period of nine years. 

 
Professor Qing Gu 

Professor Qing Gu is a member of the Centre for Research in 

Educational Leadership and Management in the School of Education. 

She is Chair of the British Association for International and Comparative 

Education (BAICE), an Associate Editor of International Journal of 

Educational Development and a member of the Editorial Board of a 

number of national and international high impact academic journals. She 

is also a Research Fellow at the Asia Pacific Centre for Leadership and 

Change (APCLC) at the Hong Kong Institute of Education. Her research 

interests are teacher professional development, school leadership and 

improvement and intercultural learning. 

 
Professor Christopher Day 

During the last twenty years, he has led and continues to lead national, 

European and international research and development projects in the 

areas of teachers' work and lives and school leadership and to 

collaborate in these with colleagues in Europe, North and South 

America, China and Australasia, including invited keynote addresses at 

several national and international conferences. His abiding interests 

remain in teacher quality, school leadership, improvement and 

effectiveness; and, within these, understanding how schools, school 

networks and universities may provide effective management and 

support for teachers' and principals' long-term professional development, 

wellbeing and effectiveness through research and teaching. 

 
 

 
Get in touch 
 

For more information about how to book go to: 

nottingham.ac.uk/education/masterclass 

 

School of Education 

University of Nottingham 

Jubilee Campus 

Wollaton Road 

Nottingham NG8 1BB 
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