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I have motivation to upload my reports 
because I get comments. I get to 
know the status of my project. 

It gives us the opportunity to track 
students — just a click on each 
student to see if they have submitted 
their report and what they are doing. 

There is a difference compared to 
last year – some of the supervisors 
actually write comments on the 
students’ reports. 

My placement company is very much 
interested and my supervisor is seeing 
my weekly reports regularly through 
Mahara and giving feedback. 

What I particularly like is the comments from my 
placement manager and academic supervisor 
because it helps me and gives instruction in how 
to carry on with my project. I like it! 

We feel professional when using Mahara. We see that 
we are now going into the professional world so we 
need to be organised and systematic. When working 
things out, we need to get everything in order. 

If we have students that are not in the 
UK, we can’t go and see them and we 
don’t know what they’re up to... The 
reporting processes through Mahara 
allow us to get a much better view. 

The student has settled in well 
and we are bouncing some really 
useful ideas around. I would like 
to have access to Mahara to keep 
up to speed with the information 
she is posting. 

The student has settled in really 
well; I am very pleased with him. 
He has got straight into gathering 
data and is already coming up 
with recommendations. I would be 
interested in having access to Mahara, 
our student showed it to me last week 
– it looks really good. 

The student has accepted the 
placement and his reports look 
good. It’s quite useful actually as 
it’s starting to give us a bit more 
of a steer for where he should be 
focusing over the next few weeks, 
so I’m glad I’ve been able to see his 
weekly report. 
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110	 MSc Placement students… 

12	 Employers… 

10	 Academic staff…

1	 Placement Manager… 

The Mahara Open Source ePortfolio is being used to 

support communications between the University academic 

staff, students, the University placement manager and 

employer mentors. Students create weekly updates on 

their project progress, access announcements, record and 

track both professional and academic skills gained while on  

the placement. 

Mahara, hosted at the University for SAMSON, is fully available 

to students and University staff involved in the SAMSON 

pilots. Employers based in the East Midlands, and also as far 

afield as Canada, are being offered a view into aspects of the 

students’ ePortfolio that they need to see. 

Modifications to Mahara have pushed the students’ ‘view’ 

to the forefront, allowing easy access to shared information.  

A targeted interface enables the employer to view only relevant 

information that the student has chosen to share with them. 

University of Nottingham: 
Kirstie Coolin, Angela Smallwood, Sandra Winfield 

General enquiries: 
eportfolio-admin@notttingham.ac.uk 

References: 
www.nottingham.ac.uk/eportfolio/Samson/index.shtml 

Who are we? 

The University of Nottingham Centre for International ePortfolio 

Development (CIePD) is funded by JISC, the EU and others to carry 

out research projects into how eportfolios support learning, transitions 

and collaborations between institutions and between learning and work, 

widening participation, and Information, advice and guidance (IAG). 

We work with a large number of regional partners including Connexions, 

schools and colleges, other universities, Lifelong Learning Networks, 

employers and national agencies. 
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