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NEW GOVERNMENT OFFICE FOR SCIENCE 

A Government Office for Science, headed by the Government Chief Scientific Adviser (GCSA) Sir David King will be created within the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills (DIUS), reporting to the Prime Minister and Cabinet. 

The Government Office for Science will take over the functions and resources of the Transdepartmental Science and Technology Group of the Office of Science and Innovation, which was within the former Department of Trade and Industry.

Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills, John Denham, said:

“Science has a rightful place at the heart of good Government and evidence-based policy-making. These changes will further help us to ensure we are effectively using science in Government and that the UK remains a world-class research base and destination for top quality science.” 

Sir David King said:

“I am delighted the Prime Minister has taken this decision to give further prominence to science and build on the excellent work we have done on embedding science policy at the heart of government and I look forward to working closely with him and the Cabinet in the future.”

The GCSA and Head of the Government Office for Science will be responsible for:

· Providing scientific advice personally to the Prime Minister and members of Cabinet (in consultation with Departmental Chief Scientific Advisers when appropriate);

· Advising the Prime Minister and Cabinet on aspects of Government policy on science and technology;

· Ensuring and improving the quality and use of scientific evidence and advice in Government;

· Leading the science and engineering profession within the Civil Service. 
The other elements of the former Office of Science and Innovation (OSI) will become part of the DIUS Science and Innovation Group, which will be headed up by Sir Keith O’Nions as Director-General. Ian Pearson is Minister for Science and Innovation.

Mr Denham added:

“Science and innovation are a core part of the new Department of Innovation, Universities and Skills, which has been created to help ensure Britain stays ahead of global competition. DIUS will work to boost the number of world-class graduates and post-graduates and raise skills across the workforce. We will support universities in the drive for world class research. We will invest, through the Technology Strategy Board, in innovation and new technology.” 

Science and Innovation Group will continue to be responsible for:

· The science budget including funding for the seven Research Councils, three National Academies, the Higher Education Innovation Fund, Capital Funding for Research Infrastructure, and science and society programmes;

· Policy on innovation including funding for the Technology Strategy Board, the National Measurement System, the National Physical Laboratory, British Standards Institute, the Design Council and government links with NESTA (the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts)

· British National Space Centre

· UK-Intellectual Property Office (UK-IPO)

· National Weights and Measures Laboratory (NWML)

Notes for Editors

· The Government Office for Science comprises 84 staff, headed by Sir David King. In addition to supporting Sir David in his role as Government Chief Scientific Adviser and Head of the Science and Engineering Profession within Government it: 

1. Carries out Foresight and Horizon Scanning projects 

2. Reviews the management and use of science in Government departments

3. Provides the Secretariat to the Council for Science and Technology (CST) and the Global Science and Innovation Forum (GSIF)

4. Supports the GCSA and Ministers on international science and technology  issues including the €53 billion European Framework Programme. 

· The Government Office for Science will continue to work very closely with DIUS’ Science and Innovation Group on science, technology and innovation issues. 

· The Science and Innovation Group comprises 160 staff plus around 1,000 in UK-IPO and NWML, headed up by Director-General, Sir Keith O’Nions. 

· Science and innovation is now part of the new Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills (DIUS). The Department's primary role will be to drive forward delivery of the Government’s long-term vision to make Britain one of the best places in the world for science, research and innovation and to raise the level of education and skills at every level in our economy to give the UK the competitive edge.  

Contact:

Alexandra Thompson – 020 7215 3131 or Alexandra.thompson@dius.gsi.gov.uk 
