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    Think Tank Session 
 

Why was “gvSIG”  experiment successful in Spain 
in attracting strong collaboration between SMEs, 

local government and academia in  Open Geo 
Services?  

 
How can UK replicate this model?  

 



Nottingham 
Geospatial 
Institute 

Open	
  Source	
  	
  strategy	
  for	
  the	
  UK	
  government	
  (Jan	
  2010)	
  

h<ps://www.gov.uk/government/publicaEons/open-­‐source-­‐open-­‐standards-­‐and-­‐re-­‐use-­‐government-­‐acEon-­‐plan	
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Open	
  principles	
  	
  is	
  	
  
now	
  	
  implemented	
  	
  
by	
  the	
  UK	
  
Government	
  and	
  
delivering	
  huge	
  cost	
  
savings	
  for	
  
government	
  	
  	
  
	
  
£409	
  million	
  in	
  the	
  
first	
  half	
  of	
  2013	
  
alone	
  

h<p://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/government-­‐bodies-­‐must-­‐comply-­‐open-­‐
standards-­‐principles	
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Some background 
There are 433 principal authorities in the UK:  
•  27 county councils 
•  55 unitary authorities 
•  32 London boroughs 
•  36 Metropolitan boroughs 
•  201 districts 
•  32 Scottish unitary authorities 
•  22 Welsh unitary authorities, and  
•  26 Northern Ireland districts .  

 
All of them need GIS for their  operations. So you can imagine the 

cumulative annual costs for the UK government for keeping 
buying proprietary GIS . Now imagine the costs for  not just one 
year but in the future 5, 10 , 25 years.  

The savings will be millions of pounds  and with the UK government 
action plan on Open Principles implemented, we are in a good 
position to help these local authorities make transition . 
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Why not  in UK ? 
 
Other countries are doing this successfully and not only saving 

millions of dollars in annual licence fees on properitery 
software but have also created hundreds of jobs highly 
skilled jobs locally  

 
 
 
One example from Spain – gvSIG  
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Started 10 
years back for 
Valencia 
government 
needs 
 
It then started 
expanding and 
creating a 
vibrant 
ecosystem 
 

https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/community/osor/news/one-decade-
gvsig-offers-powerful-gis-tools 
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http://www.gvsig.com 
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Over 50 SMEs created providing support services and 
creating hundreds of highly skilled jobs locally 
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Open software 
Open data  

and 
Open standard 

 
Providing to an open geospatial ecosystem for education, 

research and business 
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Group 1 – lead by Steve Fuller 
Group 2 – lead by Simon Roberts 
Group 3 – lead by Trevor Wright 
Group 4 – lead by Suchith Anand 
 
Each group to look into SWOT of  
 
                        How can UK replicate this model? 
 
 
Report back in 45 minutes and present to the whole group and 

will follow up ideas/collaborations   
 


