INFORMATION SERVICES PODCASTS
DEVELOPING SEARCH STRATEGIES

Jane
This is one of a series of infocasts, produced by Information Services, to enable you to make effective use of library resources to support your studies. 
This podcast looks at ways in which to develop your search strategy and to consider the different sources of information available to you. By the end of this podcast you should be able to:

· Think around your research topic 
· Identify any additional keywords to use when conducting your literature search.

Rob
I need to write an assignment on ‘rising levels of obesity in children’. I’ve searched and found a few articles. Some of them are quite old and there aren’t many which are relevant, so I’m not sure what to do now.

Jane

What kind of terms have you tried so far in your search?

Rob
I‘ve only really tried the words in the question.
Jane
There can be several words for a topic. For ‘obesity’ you could also use obese or overweight and for ‘children’ you could use the terms child, pre adolescent, or pre-school. You might also be interested in the age range of teenagers as well.
Rob

Okay, so you’re suggesting I need to think around the topic.

Jane

Yes, not least because different authors may use different terms for a similar subject. 

Another way to search is to look for articles by key authors writing in the field. Has your lecturer mentioned any?

Rob

Yes, there are one or two mentioned on the reading list.
Jane

Well that’s a good place to start. 

You say you found a few articles before…? It would be worth looking at the terms used in those articles to see if there are any alternatives you haven’t already thought of. You could also see whether the papers have been referenced by other authors writing on the same subject. Some of the databases provide links to these citing articles or to articles written on a similar topic.

Rob

I did find a really good general article but it’s a bit old so I’m not sure whether I can use it.
Jane
There is a way of searching for more recent articles when you have a reference like that. The Web of Science has a Cited Reference Search facility, where you are able to effectively step forward in time by keying in the details of the article you have and it will find newer articles which have cited the older one. 

Rob

That sounds great. Is there anything else you could suggest?
Jane
You might want to try a number of databases; how many have you searched?

Rob

Just the one; it’s the one everyone uses.

Jane
It’s always a good idea to search more than one because different databases index different articles. If you check the eLibrary Gateway you’ll be able to find a list of relevant electronic resources in your subject area.

Rob

Are there any you’d recommend?
Jane

Good ones to try for your topic would be Medline, the largest medical database, and Cinahl, the largest nursing database. There’s also ASSIA, which is the main Social Sciences one, and we often recommend a general search on the Web of Science because it’s very broad. It covers Science, Social Sciences, and Arts & Humanities, although you’ll usually find some Medicine and Nursing articles on there as well.

Rob

That’s been really helpful, thanks.
Jane

If you need any more help with searching we do have a series of online information and library skills tutorials run on WebCT, called Pathway2Information, or contact your subject librarian. 

Contact details are available on the library website at www.nottingham.ac.uk/library 

