INFORMATION SERVICES PODCASTS

WHY REFERENCE?

Nicola

This is one of a series of Infocasts produced by Information Services, to enable you to make effective use of library resources to support your studies.  
This podcast looks at why referencing is important. By the end of this podcast you should be able to:-

· Understand why you need to ensure you reference correctly 

· Appreciate the consequences of poor referencing

· Know where you can go for further help

As a student at the University you are expected to reference your work properly but many people are very confused as to why it is necessary and whether it is really worth all the hassle.  In this podcast we are going to speak to different people to get an idea of the reasons why referencing is important.

Heather is an academic. Heather, why do you think referencing is so vital?
Heather

For me referencing is an academic convention. It’s one that scholars have developed to show that you can prove that what you’re saying is backed up by evidence; and that can be in an essay, it can be in a dissertation, a presentation, or any other kind of work that you’re asked to produce. 
Referencing shows that you’ve done relevant research and you’ve done high quality research.  By citing the work of a particular scholar you acknowledge and respect the intellectual property rights of that researcher, and that’s important. Of course as a student you are free to use any of the millions of ideas, insights, and arguments that are published by many writers but all of them will have spent years of hard work researching and writing, and all they ask you to do is that you acknowledge their contribution to your written work.

Nicola 

Jane is a Librarian.  Jane, why do you think referencing is important?

Jane

References will help anyone reading your work to find the original sources. It’s important that any reference you give to published sources provides sufficient detail to enable anyone to find for themselves the book or article you are citing. An accurate and detailed description of your source allows your reader to find and read it. Your tutor will therefore be able to evaluate how you have used source material to develop your own work.

Nicola 

Evaezi, as a student why do you think referencing is important?
Evaezi

Referencing helps you to remember where your ideas come from, so that you can always go back and retrieve your ideas. This is useful when you are accessing information from the Internet. You will need to note the URL and the date of access so that you, and likewise others, can retrieve the information. 
Nicola

Liz, do you have any other views from a student viewpoint?
Liz

You need to ensure your academic integrity, and using citations make your writing much more persuasive. If you fail to acknowledge that some of your opinions and information have come from others then this may be regarded as plagiarism and this can have serious consequences for your degree.
Nicola

Deborah, do you have any other student views?
Deborah

Yes I do. I understand that for some international students referencing might be difficult at first and coming from an African country where referencing is not highly emphasised and so when I first came to this university I was having difficulty composing my essays with referencing but after writing a few more essays I mastered it. I’m now confident and competent at referencing. After all, references look professional! It gives you a chance to impress your lecturer with the amount of reading you've done

Heather

At the start of this podcast we asked ‘is it worth the hassle?’ We hope that we’ve demonstrated that making sure you research properly and reference properly is worth the hassle.

Nicola

There are a number of styles of referencing that scholars use. The two most common systems are Harvard and Numeric. The University of Nottingham does not have a set style of referencing that is used University-wide; you are best advised to check with your own school for their referencing guidelines.  For more general help you could access the Citing & Referencing and Plagiarism modules on Pathway2information.

If you need more help with searching we do have a series of online information and library skills tutorials run on WebCT, called Pathway2Infroamtion or contact your subject librarian.  Contact details are available on the library website at www.nottingham.ac.uk/library.

[image: image1.wmf]

Add Labels



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image2.wmf]

https://workspac



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image3.wmf]

37814639



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image4.wmf]

isISWG


_1306313538.unknown

_1306313539.unknown

_1306313537.unknown

_1306313535.unknown

