
Public Health and Housing - lesson plans for teachers

Lesson 2 – Living conditions in Sun Street in the mid 19th century

Enquiry Question

How different would the living conditions have been in Sun Street in the mid 19th century compared to the early 20th century?

Aims

· Gain a chronological understanding of how Nottingham living conditions changed

· Use original documents to gain an understanding of living conditions in parts of Nottingham during the mid 19th century

· Compare and contrast living conditions in Nottingham throughout the mid 19th century and the early 20th century

Resources

· Document 1 - Extract from the records of the Borough of Nottingham, from Gray, Duncan and Walker, Violet W. (eds.), Records of the Borough of Nottingham, vol. IX, 1836-1900 (Nottingham: T. Forman, 1956)   (East Midlands Collection Not 3.E12)
· Document 2 - Extracts taken from T. Cokayne, A report of the evidence given before the commissioners appointed to enquire into municipal corporations, taken in short-hand by Thomas Cokayne, reporter for the Nottingham Journal (1833)

· Document 3 - Extract from Edward Seaton, A report on the sanitary condition of the borough of Nottingham (1873)   (East Midlands Special Collection Not 3.G66 SEA)
· Document 4 - Extracts from J.R. Martin, 'Report on the Sanatory Condition of Nottingham, Coventry, Leicester, Derby, Norwich, and Portsmouth' (Second Report of the Commissioners for inquiring into the State of Large Towns and Populous Districts, Appendix Part II; 1845 (602) (610), XVIII.1, 299) 

Outline Starter

· Recap from last lesson, pupils to talk in pairs and record words which they think best describes the living conditions of the early 20th century. 

· Teacher could take feedback from pupils and place these key words on a timeline (this will help pupils grasp the idea of grandmother and granddaughter and understand the time difference).

· Lead onto what don't we know about living conditions in Nottingham. Where else could we get this information from?

Main

· Pupils are now going to engage with a series of documentary evidence e.g. sanitation committee reports (Documents 1-4).
The pupils will analyse the written documents based upon living conditions in the mid 19th century. Using the knowledge which they have gained from previous lesson based on photographic evidence of the early 20th century, pupils are asked to draw comparisons and contrasts over two different time periods. They are to complete a table with the similarities and differences.

(cont)

· This will lead into a construction of a role play based on pair work, one pupil as granddaughter and one pupil as grandmother. Pupils are asked to recreate a conversation between the two, focused on the granddaughter asking her grandmother about life in the mid 1800s.
Questions should be based around:

· Water supply;

· Sewage;

· Privies;

· Living Conditions;

· Refuse removal.

Plenary

· Feedback from role plays.

· Ask pupils what evidence is missing and what else they need to know, e.g. oral history is missing hence the role play activity. What are the limitations of comparing the two periods of time?

Alternative options

· Possibly expand on timeline activity to ensure pupils understand chronology.

· Act as a health officer and draw up a report on the conditions in parts of Nottingham based on the documents.
Document 1 - Extract from the records of the Borough of Nottingham, from Gray, Duncan and Walker, Violet W. (eds.), Records of the Borough of Nottingham, vol. IX, 1836-1900 (Nottingham: T. Forman, 1956)   (East Midlands Collection Not 3.E12) 
1847, 13 December

In these localities (and they embrace the whole circuit of the Town) are found nuisances injurious to health and most offensive to comfort and propriety - nuisances to the destructive influence of which the Residents generally seem fully alive. 

The nature of the dwellings of numbers of the poorer classes in this Town is matter of deep regret many of them being in close and offensive yards and others over privies and open noisome dustholes or in underground Cellars. 

In many instances the inhabitants of a number of houses have to resort to Privies few in number and common to them all some of which are without doors so noisome as scarcely to be approachable and so exposed as to offend all sense of decency. Some are so ill-constructed that the drainage from them runs into adjoining houses, others are so broken up and filthy as to be wholly useless. There are numbers of Houses in the Town which have no Privies at all attached to them; this is particularly the case in Brook Street and Fyne Street, in which there are thirty-eight houses without dusthole or Privy. 

In many crowded Courts, and in some Streets there is no drainage, or only a surface drainage of an imperfect character, and the surface of the Streets and Courts is often the receptacle for the refuse of the Houses; and yet these Streets and Courts are the Playplaces of the Children, and in fact almost part of their Homes. 

In the midst of the most closely built neighbourhoods are filthy Pigstyes, Slaughterhouses, accumulations of Blood and refuse and cesspools all sending out noxious effluvia. 

In the Streets and Yards abutting on the Market Place are numerous Slaughterhouses which from defective drainage are most noxious as is particularly the case in Bellfounders Yard while from their situations they are unavoidably exposed to the sight of Children and other passers by. 

Medical statistics prove beyond question that the want of drainage, and the existence of these noxious effluvia are the principal cause of Fever and predispose to other diseases and render them more virulent ... 

Document 2 - Extracts taken from T. Cokayne, A report of the evidence given before the commissioners appointed to enquire into municipal corporations, taken in short-hand by Thomas Cokayne, reporter for the Nottingham Journal (1833).
[image: image1.jpg]be in a trifling degree. In an area of not quite nine acres, the

pectively being 205, 215,225, and 215 yards, are
883 houses, containing 947 fawmilies, consisting of 4,283 per=
sons. o these are fifty-two sets of privics, thirty-six of them

sides res

having habitations over them, and the number of scats in the
privies, one hundred and fifty, or one to every twenty-cight
persons.

Mr. Fox. What is the size of the houses?

Mr. Barnett. The average is about from ten lo fifteen feet.
1 extracted from the population returns the account I hold
my hand, having been informed this imorning that some infor-
mation would be wanted. In four distriets in St. Mary’s parish,

it appears that the population in proportion to the number of
rds, there being 4,000 per-

square yards, is one o every six yi

sons in the four districts. In one distriet, that of Mill-stone
Lane, there are 210 houses, containing 1,001 persons. The
contents are 180 yards long, and 38 yards wide, including
yards and streets. From Sneinton Street to the Lamuas fields,
is a square, containing seven streets, of 110 yards by 90, in
which are 272 houses, with a population of 1,202 persons. In
Lees’ Yard, where the cholera was so fatal, there are 130 yards
Dy 18, comprising 104 houses, and a population of 431 per-
d a half. In a district in

sons, being one to every five yard:
the Meadow Platts, in a distance of 125 yards by 66, there ave
about 300 houses, and a population of 1,377 persons.  Some
of these houses ave empty.




Document 3 - Extract from Edward Seaton, A report on the sanitary condition of the borough of Nottingham (1873)   (East Midlands Special Collection Not 3.G66 SEA)
[image: image2.jpg]SEWERAGE.

The town is well off in this respect. The sewers are of good
construction, and are now adequately ventilated. There are, how-
ever, a considerable number of streets that still remain unsewered.
The houses that are situated in * the Meadows,” below the level of the
flood, cannot of course be said to be properly sewered; in fact, in
winter time, when the river overflows its banks, and the sewage
necessarily gets backed up the sewers, the basement stories of these
houses become actually filled with drainage.





Document 4 - Extracts from J.R. Martin, 'Report on the Sanatory Condition of Nottingham, Coventry, Leicester, Derby, Norwich, and Portsmouth' (Second Report of the Commissioners for inquiring into the State of Large Towns and Populous Districts, Appendix Part II; 1845 (602) (610), XVIII.1, 299) 

[p.250]

In all the parishes there are numbers of streets to be found of the worst construction as regards ventilation, construction of habitation, sewerage, supply of water, paving, and lighting; but, as might be expected, these defects are most conspicuous in the older quarters, and in the lower levels, as under the Castle, and down to the Narrow-Marsh, Canal Street, Leen-side, and in the greater part of St. Ann's and Byron Wards... 

I believe that nowhere else shall we find so large a mass of inhabitants crowded into courts, alleys, and lanes, as in Nottingham, and those, too, of the worst possible construction. Here they are clustered upon each other; court within court, yard within yard, and lane within lane, in a manner to defy description, - all extending right and left from the long narrow streets above referred to. The courts are always, without exception, approached through a low-arched tunnel of some 30 or 36 inches wide, about 8 feet high, and from 20 to 30 feet long, so as to place ventilation or direct solar exposure out of possibility on the space described. The courts are noisome, narrow, unprovided with adequate means for the removal of refuse, ill-ventilated, and wretched in the extreme, with a gutter, or surface-drain, running down the centre: they have no back yards, and the privies are common to the whole court: altogether they present scenes of a deplorable character, and of surprising filth and discomfort. It is just the same with lanes and alleys, with the exception that these last are not closed at each end, like the courts. In all these confined quarters, too, the refuse matter is allowed to accumulate until, by its mass and its advanced putrefacation, it shall have acquired value as manure; and thus it is sold and carted away by the "muck majors", as the collectors of manure are called in Nottingham. 
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