Appendix 2 : Response to Student Learning Needs: Introduction of RLOs into a Nurse Prescribing course

Description of Cohorts: Post registration nurse prescribing course; Mature students; 70% had Biology qualification below A level standard; Computer anxiety: 29%

Cohort 1 (n=34) 

Cohort 2 (n= 32)

Module evaluations in relation to Pharmacology Component
RLOs introduced on core concepts

Half life

Bioavailability

Exploring the synapse

First pass metabolism

In production

(selection shown)

Metabolism in the liver

Excretion by the kidney

Plasma proteins

Lock & key hypothesis


Evaluations of RLOs introduced

Quantitative
Qualitative

Quantitative
Qualitative

Students were asked how well or badly they understood the  core concepts in pharmacology
Themes:

1. Lack of previous Biology 2. Need more pharmacology 3. Slower pace & more spread out

The images and animations were valuable components of the RLO

96% Strongly agreed/agreed

I enjoyed being able to work at my own pace

98% Strongly agreed/agreed

I needed the help of a lecturer to understand the content

24% Strongly agreed/agreed

The narration made the RLO engaging. I preferred this to text alone.

76% Strongly agreed/agreed

I will use the RLO again

79% Strongly agreed/agreed
Exploring the synapse:

“This one was good to go over and over again until I got it right and for revision”

“Diagrams really useful”

First Pass metabolism:

“Liked the visual analogues, fantastic way of learning and remembering”

Half life of drugs:

“Very practical in terms of use/understanding in practice”

“Excellent learning tool”

Bioavailability:

“It is a useful tool for revision, particularly being able to pace it and return to material to verify understanding”

“Excellent way to learn”

The synapse – 

15% Well/Vwell

53% Neither

32% Badly/Vbadly 
Comments in relation to core concepts in Pharmacology: 

“I have always struggled with ‘biology’ etc  so its not the lecturers’ fault that I do not understand the sessions. I will revise at my own pace.”

“This course is aimed at nurses experiences in their field by definition these nurses will be SRN/RGN trained – pharmacology was not studied and if it was it was some considerable time ago

“After first lecture wondered if I was on the right course. Have spent a lot of time trying to simplify the material”
“We needed more time on each aspect [of Pharmacology] until factors were absorbed and understood!!”

Comments in answer to ‘How might the Pharmacology component be strengthened?’

“videos of material eg synapse, metabolism etc”

“To be explained in a more basic way to help us digest the knowledge at a slower pace"






First Pass metabolism –

29% Well/Vwell

57% Neither

24% Badly/Vbadly






Metabolism in the liver – 

27% Well/Vwell

55% Neither

18% Badly/Vbadly






Bioavailability -

38% Well/Vwell

50% Neither

12% Badly/Vbadly






Excretion via the kidney-

18% Well

61% Neither

21% Badly/vbadly
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