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 ABBREVIATIONS OF COUNTIES AND EPNS COUNTY SURVEYS 

Co  Cornwall 

Ha  Hampshire 

He  Herefordshire 

K  Kent 

La  Lancashire 

Nb  Northumberland 

Sf  Suffolk 

So  Somerset 

Wt   Isle of Wight 

CPNE  Cornish Place-Name Elements. 

EPNE  English Place-Name Elements, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN BdHu  The Place-Names of Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire. 

PN Brk    The Place-Names of Berkshire, Parts 1, 2 and 3. 

PN Bu  The Place-Names of Buckinghamshire. 

PN Ca  The Place-Names of Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely. 

PN Ch  The Place-Names of Cheshire, Parts 1–5. 

PN Cu  The Place-Names of Cumberland, Parts 1, 2 and 3. 

PN D  The Place-Names of Devon, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN Db  The Place-Names of Derbyshire, Parts 1, 2 and 3. 

PN Do  The Place-Names of Dorset, Parts 1–4. 

PN Du  The Place-Names of County Durham, Part 1. 

PN Ess  The Place-Names of Essex. 

PN ERY  The Place-Names of the East Riding of Yorkshire and York. 

PN Gl  The Place-Names of Gloucestershire, Parts 1–4. 

PN Hrt  The Place-Names of Hertfordshire. 

PN Le  The Place-Names of Leicestershire, Parts 1–6. 

PN Li  The Place-Names of Lincolnshire, Parts 1–7. 

PN Mx  The Place-Names of Middlesex (apart from the City of London).  

PN Nf  The Place-Names of Norfolk, Parts 1–3. 

PN Nt  The Place-Names of Nottinghamshire. 

PN NRY  The Place-Names of the North Riding of Yorkshire. 

PN Nth  The Place-Names of Northamptonshire. 

PN O  The Place-Names of Oxfordshire, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN R   The Place-Names of Rutland.  

PN Sa  The Place-Names of Shropshire, Parts 1–6. 

PN Sr   The Place-Names of Surrey. 

PN St  The Place-Names of Staffordshire, Part 1. 

PN Sx  The Place-Names of Sussex, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN W  The Place-Names of Wiltshire. 

PN Wa  The Place-Names of Warwickshire. 

PN We  The Place-Names of Westmorland, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN Wo  The Place-Names of Worcestershire. 

PN WRY  The Place-Names of the West Riding of Yorkshire, Parts 1–8. 
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selle man leofsige p(at) land at offanlege 7 eal 1)(xt) seo boc 
tack. 7 1)(xt) lond jet twingum him to swinlande . 

The land at Offley, and all that the title-deed directs, is to be 
given to Leofsige, and the land at Tewin as swine-pasture for 
him, . . . 

Here the context shows that OE swfnland designated a particular type 
of land, and Whitelock's definition 'swine-pasture' is adopted by 
Campbell for a new headword entry in his Addenda to Toiler's Anglo-
Saxon Dictionary.' It is possible that the same compound may occur 
in the place-name Swilland, and perhaps also in a North Yorkshire 
field-name recorded in the thirteenth century as Swinelandesll  and an 
Essex field-name recorded in 1286 as Swineslond.12  I would suggest 
that these names do not represent ad hoc descriptions of places where 
pigs were kept, but a technical term referring to the type of pasture-
land." OE swrnland `swine-pasture' may thus require a separate 
headword entry in the forthcoming new edition of Smith's English 
Place-Name Elements .14 

A more problematic name is Worsted's Farm in Sussex, first 
recorded as Wytherestede in 1257 and as Wirsted, Wyrstede in 1279.15  
The editors of the English Place-Name Survey for Sussex suggest a 
derivation from OE wiper, defined as "against," hence "opposite", 
and OE stede 'a place' .16  There are major problems with the proposed 
etymology. Firstly, it would represent a very unusual formation. The 
only parallel offered by the Sussex editors is a lost Geinsted in 
Westergate, but this itself is a difficult name of uncertain meaning.' 
Secondly, there is no evidence that the semantic range of OE wiper 
`against' could be extended to include the meaning 'opposite', a sense 
unattested in the surviving literature.' Thirdly, the interpretation 
makes little apparent sense, since as the Sussex editors comment, 'It 
is difficult to be sure to what it was regarded as opposite' .19  A further 
possibility suggested to me by Barrie Cox is that if the medial -e- of 
the earliest spelling is organic, the first element of Worsted's Farm 
may be the OE personal-name Wihthere in the genitive singular.' 
Personal-names are, however, rare in combination with OE stede,' 
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Poker pat ic mid hire nam and half Reydone mid mete and mid 
Erue to at forwarde at we spreken habben 7 mine men fre. 

And to my wife Leofwyn I grant Shimpling, all the purchased 
estate and the other which I received when I married her; and 
half Roydon with produce and with livestock on those terms upon 
which we have agreed; and my men are to be free.' 

The usage here suggests that OE c'eapland functioned as a legal term 
relating to land-ownership, as did other compounds such as OE 
bocland 'land granted by charter' and OE folcland 'land held 
according to folk-right' .30  A direct parallel is presented by ON 
kaupaland 'purchased land';31  and it may be significant that 
Thurketel's will shows signs of Scandinavian influence: as Whitelock 
points out, the phrase 4bat ic mid hire nam appears to be a reference 
to dowry brought by the wife, a custom which 'is foreign to Anglo-
Saxon marriage customs and may be due to Scandinavian influence' .32  
OE ceapland 'purchased estate' is introduced as a new headword in 
Campbell's Addenda to Toiler's Anglo-Saxon Dictionary," and also 
appears in the new Toronto Dictionary of Old English.' I suggest that 
this is the most likely derivation of the field-names Cheap Lands in 
Nottinghamshire and Cheplond in Berkshire, both of which should be 
interpreted as 'purchased land' .35  

Notes 

1. A. H. Smith, English Place-Name Elements, 2 vols., EPNS 25-26 (Cambridge, 
1956), II, 145, s.v. stan para (3) (vii). 

2. A. C. Amos and A. diP. Healey, Dictionary of Old English (Toronto, 1986- ), 
Fascicle C, 1405, s.v. cyning-stan. 

3. Smith, English Place-Name Elements, 1, 3, s.v. &mate. Ampthill in Cambridgeshire 
should have been italicised as a lost place-name (cf. P. H. Reaney, The Place-Names 
of Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely, EPNS 19 [Cambridge, 1943], 78). 

4. Amos and Healey, Dictionary of Old English, Fascicle iE, 321, s.v. mett-hyll. 
5. W. W. Skeat, The Place-Names of Suffolk (Cambridge, 1913), 77, s.n. Swilland. 
6. E. Ekwall, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names 4th ed. (Oxford, 

1960), 456, s.n. Swilland. 
7. A. D. Mills, A Dictionary of English Place-Names (Oxford, 1991), 318, s.n. 

Swilland. 
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