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Expertise
This interdisciplinary Priority Group brings together leading 
scholars to provide high-impact, agenda-setting and policy-
relevant research exploring the intersection between science 
and society.

Major funding has been secured for diverse research projects 
including the following.
•	Cultural framing of climate change debates.
•	Neuroscience and changing concepts of human nature.
•	Presentation of new technologies in the media and politics.
•	Public engagement and ‘scientific citizenship’.
•	Social and ethical implications of biofuels and other new 

energy sources.
•	Rural hybrid energy enterprise systems.
•	Public understanding of science and issues of political 

legitimacy, scientific authority and democratic participation.

The Priority Group also provides seed corn funding for 
innovative cross-Faculty research and to facilitate stakeholder 
engagement such as seminars and networking events. Recent 
grants awarded have addressed a wide range of topics 
including food security, bio-energy modelling, drug policy 
reforms and deforestation and emissions reductions.

Strategic objectives
•	Positioning the University as a leading international centre of 

science and technology studies.
•	Consolidating current and establishing future interdisciplinary 

research projects.
•	Embedding Science, Technology and Society across the 

University through global topics such as energy security, food 
security and climate change.

•	Establishing a programme of development, events and 
outreach work to foster enhanced partnerships and intra-
University collaboration.

•	Promoting innovation and knowledge transfer.

Research areas
Energy and climate change
We research how scientists and policy makers communicate 
about energy and climate change, the role media plays in 
shaping public perceptions, and how social groups perceive 
issues around energy and climate change.

Emerging technologies
Paramount for understanding their prospects are social, 
political and cultural issues, especially with regard to the 
interplay between different stakeholders, their interests, 
worldviews and strategies to promote or block them.

Science, politics and publics
A major research programme is investigating issues around 
trust and transparency with relation to science, politics and 
publics – www.nottingham.ac.uk/makingsciencepublic

Key academics
Professor Reiner Grundmann
Sociology and Social Policy

Professor Brigitte Nerlich
Sociology and Social Policy

Professor Philip Moriarty
Physics and Astronomy

Professor Christopher Johnson
Cultures, Languages and Area Studies

Professor Georgina Endfield
Geography

Dr Sarah Jewitt
Geography

Professor Sarah Sharples
Engineering

Dr June McCombie
Chemistry

Sue Jones
Computer Science

Professor Sarah O’Hara
Geography

Dr Sujatha Raman
Sociology and Social Policy

Dr Alison Mohr
Sociology and Social Policy

Dr Maurizio Meloni
Sociology and Social Policy

Dr Kate Millar
Biosciences

Dr Pru Hobson-West
Veterinary Medicine and Science

Key contacts
Academic Champion: Professor Reiner Grundmann
t:+44 (0)115 951 5419
e: reiner.grundmann@nottingham.ac.uk 

Research and Business Development Officer:  
Rosamund Aubrey
t:+44 (0)115 951 4881
e: rosamund.aubrey@nottingham.ac.uk

Administrator: Andrew Gibson 
e: andrew.gibson@nottingham.ac.uk

For further information on the Science, Technology and Society 
Priority Group visit: 
 www.nottingham.ac.uk/sciencetechnologyandsociety
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Every aspect of life in contemporary society 
is affected by science and technology. We 
face major challenges such as translating 
new scientific knowledge into practical 
innovations, maintaining public trust 
and support for scientific research and 
exploring the social, economic and ethical 
issues raised by the development of new 
technologies. 

The University of Nottingham is uniquely 
placed to address these challenges, 
building on a strong track record of 
interdisciplinary work on science, 
technology and society as well as 
excellence in research, teaching and 
training.
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