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Eco-Urbanism: towards sustainable city living                                   Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th August 2010 

The Auditorium, London ZEDpavilion, Shanghai Expo




Summary:
Climate change and global warming have become the serious global issues of the late 20th and early 21st century. How to make city-living and urbanisation more sustainable and how to encourage the residents of cities to live in a more sustainable way have become critical questions facing humanity. As such, urban designers, planners and architects play a significant role in changing people’s lifestyle through their design approaches to the city and the built environment. This symposium ‘Eco-Urbanism: Towards Sustainable City Living’ will be a scheduled event at the Shanghai Expo 2010 which has the overarching theme of 'Better City, Better Life'. Indeed, the six-month Expo "...hopes to build a powerful and lasting pilot example of sustainable and harmonious urban living". This symposium will attract scholars, practitioners, and Expo visitors enabling an international sharing of knowledge and expertise and a platform to debate different approaches and their implications for the achievement of more sustainable cities and urban development.

Sustainable development is again at the forefront of the World’s thoughts following the UN Climate Change Summit in Copenhagen in December 2009. Despite having been a key consideration of development activity for over two decades, the conflicts between development and the environment are fiercer than ever as we witness increasing global urbanization and its impact upon global warming.

The symposium aims to raise awareness and further the debate and knowledge of the possibilities of ecological urbanism in achieving more sustainable cities. It is particularly appropriate that such an event is hosted at the Shanghai Expo 2010 with its sustainability theme and in a country that is experiencing some of the most critical development pressures in the world. Indeed, China is the second largest CO2 producer in the world and if more sustainable urban development solutions can be adopted then this can have a significant worldwide impact. The event will, therefore, raise the importance of achieving more sustainable cities amongst Chinese academia and public officials whilst introducing one possible approach - ecological urbanism – as a means to realize more environmentally aware urban development.

Hosting the event at the Expo 2010 also provides an excellent opportunity to engage a wider audience that has been attracted by the overarching theme of ‘sustainability’. The venue will be appropriately be hosted in a zero carbon building designed by British practice ZedFactory specifically for the Expo. The conference will act as a platform to encourage scholars, practitioners, students and the public to learn, to experience, to discuss and to develop the term and role of eco-urbanism in achieving more sustainable cities. The objective of the symposium is to disseminate the research outcomes and cutting-edge knowledge and thereby increase knowledge and awareness of the importance of ‘sustainability’ in the urbanization process.

Increasingly terms such as eco-cities and sustainable settlements are misused by designers and developers in turn leading to confusion and mistrust amongst planning officials and the public. This symposium will therefore bring together esteemed academics from three continents to further explore and articulate a recently emerging and sustainably sensitive approach to urban development known as ‘ecological urbanism’. This term and its potential are not yet fully understood and this symposium intends to further develop the understanding and knowledge of this new approach to urban design and urbanization. Ironically, Eco-Urbanism draws together two seemingly contradictory terms, ecology and city, in a new design-led approach to solving the challenges of urban environments. Such an approach focuses upon the progressive exploitation of ecological technology and ecological solutions in the design of new settlements, urban expansions and urban interventions as an alternative to passive strategies to protecting the environment. With the increasing challenges of urban sprawl, increasing urban populations and climate change, eco-urbanism could provide an invaluable new approach to the design of more sustainable cities. At a time when parts of the World – especially China – are experiencing rapid urbanization, ecological-urbanism may offer a sensitive yet relevant and viable twenty-first century solution to many of the challenges facing urban designers, architects and urban planners.
PROGRAMME:

Monday, 23rd August 2010

10:30am                       Registration and coffee
11:00-11.05                  Opening

       Professor Tim Heath, Head of Department of Architecture &      

       Built Environment, the University of Nottingham, UK 
11:05-11.10                  Venue and Conference Information

11.10-11:25am             Welcome address: 

       Professor Tim Heath, Head of Department of Architecture &      

       Built Environment, the University of Nottingham, UK 



       Papers on Eco-Cities and Sustainable Urbanism:

11:25-11.55pm             Professor Tim Heath, Head of Department of Architecture &      

                                     Built Environment, the University of Nottingham, UK
11.55-12.25pm             Professor Yin Zhi, Vice-Dean, School of Architecture,
                                     Tsinghua University, China
12:25-12.55pm             Professor Tang Zilai, Director of Department of Urban

                                       Planning, College of Architecture and Urban

                                       Planning, Tongji University, China
13:00-14:30pm             Lunch Break
14:30-15:00pm             Professor Dong Wei, Vice-Dean, School of Architecture,
                                      Southeast University, China
15:00-15:30pm             Professor Zhu Neng, Professor, School of Architecture, Tianjin
                                      University, China
15.:30-16:00pm
        Refreshments

16:00-16:30pm              Professor Qin Menghao, Director of Sustainable Building

                                       Research, School of Architecture, Nanjing University, China
16:30-17:30pm
        Q&A Session
17:30pm                        Close
Tuesday, 24th August 2010

10:30am                         Registration and coffee

11:00am                        Introduction to Urban Design Workshop in Eco-Urbanism
       focusing upon a live case study led jointly by scholars and
       practitioners.
11:15-11:45pm             Urban Design Workshop Briefing Papers 
                                      Professor DONG Wei (Southeast University), Professor SUN Shijie (Southeast University), Dr Zhu Yan, Dr Tang Yue and Dr Katharina Borsi (University of Nottingham, UK)
11:45-13:15pm
       Design Workshops 




       including:
Professor Tim Heath, Head of Department of Architecture &      

                                      Built Environment, the University of Nottingham, UK
Professor Yin Zhi, Vice-Dean, School of Architecture,
                                      Tsinghua University, China

Professor Dong Wei, Vice-Dean, School of Architecture,
                                      Southeast University, China
                                      Professor SU Shijie, Deputy Director, Department of Urban
                                      Planning, School of Architecture, Southeast University                    
                                      Professor Zhang Lei, Vice-Dean, School of Architecture,

                                      Nanjing University

                                      Professor Qin Menghao, Director of Sustainable Building

                                      Research, School of Architecture, Nanjing University, China

Professor Zhu Neng, Professor, School of Architecture, Tianjin
                                      University, China
                                      Ms Xu Xiwei, Lecturer, School of Architecture, Tianjin

                                      University
                                      Dr Zhu Yan, Dr Tang Yue and Dr Katharina Borsi, Lecturers,

                                      Institute of Architecture, the University of Nottingham, UK
Prof. ZHOU Guoyan, Director of Department of Urban Planning, School of Architecture and Arts. Hefei University of Technology, China

Dr. LI Junfeng, Associated Professor, School of Architecture and Arts. Hefei University of Technology, China
13:15-14:45pm             Lunch (VIP delegates)
14:45-16:15pm
       Design Workshops (continued)
16:15-17:30pm             Urban Design Workshop presentations and review and

       involving all symposium and seminar participants
17:30pm-17:45pm        Concluding Observations
17:45pm                        Close
Dissemination:

The symposium will hold a seminar session which is open to the public, city officials and postgraduate students. This provides an opportunity to engage and inform interested members of the public and visitors to the EXPO 2010. 

A few leading refereed academic journals are being approached regarding the possibility of a special edition based on the symposium proceedings. Alternatively, papers presented in the conference will be disseminated through a number of refereed academic publications. 

It is also seen as important to disseminate the proceedings and urban design workshop outputs through professional publications which is where the research outcomes are likely to have real impact on the future of urban development. 

Opportunities for an edited book are also being pursued with potential publishers.

The key discussions and outcomes from the proceedings will also be circulated in a palatable format to appropriate publications that are of wider public interest.
