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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn

The Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences at the University of
Nottingham is one of the most popular campus-based Medical
Schools in the United Kingdom. The School of Community Health
Sciences offers a modular programme of postgradaute courses
in Medical Education at Certificate, Diploma and Masters level.
Postgraduate Medical and Dental Education (PGMDE)
historically has been largely unstructured and
experiential with no agreed curriculum for specialist
training and with no fixed end point. Some
specialities, particularly general medical practice and
more recently general dental practice, have
developed training schemes incorporating good
educational principles but most have not. In recent
years there have been major changes in the
organisation of PGMDE. The postgraduate deans
have been given heavy responsibilities for the
management of PGMDE. The General Medical
Council has introduced changes in the pre-
registration year and the dental profession is
developing a system of general professional training
following initial registration. The trend across all the
health care professions is towards a structured
approach to personal professional development

The Royal Colleges and their Faculties are laying
down defined curricula for training with a structure
to training and assessment. Those involved in
teaching trainees are being asked to perform
assessment and career counselling as an important
part of the trainees' development. Appraisal
systems are becoming an integral part of all
postgraduate training programmes. The Standing
Committee on Postgraduate Medical and Dental
Education (SCOPME) stated that doctors and dentists
providing the training should themselves have
undertaken training for this role. There is a clear
need for relevant academic qualifications for those
providing postgraduate education and training.

The qualification has relevance to other professions
such as nursing, physiotherapy, pharmacy, vetinary
and paramedical groups. The modular format
enables easy adaptation of the degree to the allied
health professions.

The course is particularly relevant to doctors and
dentists directly involved in the provision of PGMDE,
the members of the postgraduate deans’
departments, clinical tutors in Trusts, Regional
Advisers, College tutors relating to each Royal
College, and those involved in the provision of the
vocational training schemes.
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The School website contains further details of staff research interests:
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/chs/
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DDiisssseerrttaattiioonn

The ‘Research’ module is compulsory for Masters students, and
incorporates a teaching component.
In order to qualify for the Masters degree, students
will have to carry out a relevant, original
investigation or development in the field of medical
education which must be submitted as a written
dissertation or equivalent piece of work.

Acceptable topics could come from a wide area of
professional involvement, embracing course design
investigations in basic postgraduate education, an
audit of educational practice, or a case study
identifying a novel educational method.

""There is clearly much to gain for the medical profession and thereby their patients by completing this course.
As a result of the course I have improved in the following areas: Research methods, Presentation skills, IT skills,
Assessment, Teaching skills, Management skills Literature searches and much more!"

"I am grateful to the CPCME for allowing me the opportunity to attend the course and to the course director for
his hard work and guidance throughout."

"I joined the course to improve my teaching skills. I chose the Nottingham course because it looked
to provide the best content and practical focus and throughout the course this conclusion was
reaffirmed on every single day".

WHAT OUR STUDENTS SAY

AAsssseessssmmeenntt

Modules are assessed by a variety of methods,
including essays, reflective diaries, the production of
an education web-site, and the creation of a
teaching philosophy statement.


