
 
 
 

The Science Technology Culture Research Group presents – in association with the 
Department of the Built Environment’s Architectural Humanities Research Group – 

a research symposium on: 
 

Cybernetics: From the ontological theatre to 
the environmental crisis 

 

Wednesday 24th February 2010 
2:00 – 5:30pm 

Department of the Built Environment 
University of Nottingham 

Sustainable Research Building (SRB) Seminar Room 
 

PROGRAMME 
 
2:00pm - Introduction: Jonathan Hale (University of Nottingham) 
 
2:05pm - Jon Goodbun (University of Westminster) 

 “Bateson Deluxe: The British Contribution to ‘American’ Cybernetics” 

 
2:50pm - Bernard Geoghegan (Northwestern University, Bauhaus- 
    Universität Weimar) 

 “Cybernetic Automata and the Deferred Image of Thought” 
 

3:35pm - Tea/Coffee (TPG/Monodraught Gallery, SRB 1st floor) 
 

4:00pm - Andrew Pickering (University of Exeter) 

 “Sketches of Another Future: Cybernetics in Britain, 1940-2000” 

 
5:00pm - Questions and discussion (chaired by Chris Johnson,  
    University of Nottingham) 

_______________ 

SUPPORTED BY: School of Modern Languages and Cultures; Architecture and Urbanism 

Research Division, Faculty of Engineering 

 



Andrew Pickering 
 The Cybernetic Brain: Sketches of Another Future  

(University of Chicago Press, 2010) 
 

“Cybernetics - roughly, the study of systems - is often thought of as a grim science of control. But as 
Andrew Pickering reveals in this beguiling book, a much more lively and experimental strain of cybernetics 
can be traced from the 1940s to the present. The Cybernetic Brain explores a largely forgotten group of 

British thinkers, including Grey Walter, Ross Ashby, Gregory Bateson, R. D. Laing, Stafford Beer, and 
Gordon Pask, and their singular work in a dazzling array of fields. Psychiatry, engineering, management, 
politics, music, architecture, education, tantric yoga, the Beats, and the '60s counterculture all come into 
play as Pickering follows the history of cybernetics' impact on the world, from contemporary robotics and 

complexity theory to the Chilean economy under Salvador Allende. What underpins this fascinating 
history, Pickering contends, is a shared but unconventional vision of the world as ultimately unknowable, 

a place where genuine novelty is always emerging.” 
 

 
Andrew Pickering is Professor of Sociology in the Department of Sociology and Philosophy at 
the University of Exeter. He is internationally known as a leader in the field of science and 
technology studies. He is the author of Constructing Quarks: A Sociological History of Particle 
Physics, and The Mangle of Practice: Time, Agency and Science; and the editor of several 
collections of research essays, including Science as Practice and Culture and (with Keith Guzik) 
The Mangle in Practice: Science, Society and Becoming. He has written on topics as diverse as 
post-World War II particle physics; mathematics, science and industry in the 19th-century; 
science, technology and warfare in and since WWII. Pickering has held fellowships at MIT, the 
Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton University, the Guggenheim Foundation and the 
Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford. Having moved from Britain 
to the United States in 1984, he was for many years professor of sociology and director of an 
interdisciplinary STS graduate programme at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
before moving to the University of Exeter in 2007. 
 
 
Bernard Geoghegan is a fellow in the History of Mediale Historiographien (History of 
Media/Media of History) interdisciplinary research program at Bauhaus University. He has also 
been a visiting fellow at Pompidou Center's Institute for Research and Innovation, MIT’s 
Program in Science, Technology and Society, and Harvard University. His current research 
project, “Theaters of Information: Media, Cybernetics, and Performance in Postwar America”, 
examines how cybernetic research and researchers circulated broadly in the human sciences 
and popular culture in the United States during the 1950s and 1960s.  
 
 
Jon Goodbun studied architecture at the PCL, UEL and the Bartlett, and also completed 
masters courses in computer scripting and design, and architectural history. He has worked in 
practice in London and Berlin and co-founded the practice WAG in 2002, which has completed 
a series of small research, competition and building projects (often focussing on ideas around 
ecological design and spatial interface). He joined the Department of Architecture at 
Westminster in 1999, and for five years taught a diploma design studio, with students winning 
the RIBA Silver Medal, as well as a series of smaller competitions. His PhD research draws 
together material from ecology, cybernetics, cognitive science and extended mind theory. He 
has published widely in these areas. 
 


