
Postgraduate study

MA in Theology, Philosophy 
and Literature

Course overview

The course, which can be studied one year full-time or two to four 
years part-time, fosters an understanding of the interaction between 
theology, philosophy and religion, and equips students with tools to 
engage in theological and philosophical reflection through the study 
of literature. 

It also provides training and experience in research methods in 
theology and religious studies. It is an ideal degree for those wishing 
to pursue a one-year MA as preparation for a research degree, as 
suggested by the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC). 

Course content

Students are required to complete 120 credits by modules and 
submit a 60-credit dissertation. Full-time students normally take 
two or three taught modules in each semester.

All students are required to take the module Research Methods and 
Resources and at least one of the following:

Dante, Religion and Culture•	
Aesthetics, Religion and Philosophy: from Idealism to 		 •	

	 Romanticism
Theology, Philosophy and Language from Plato to Hegel•	

Students take a further two modules from the area of Theology, 
Philosophy and Literature.  With the permission of the Course 
Director, they may take 30 credits of undergraduate modules 
instead of an additional MA module. 

Please note that all module details are subject to change. 

Course structure

Students are required to take 120 credits of taught modules, as 
well as undertaking a 60-credit dissertation on the subject of their 
choice. Modules are typically assessed through a written piece of 
coursework.

Entry requirements

Candidates are normally expected to hold an honours degree at 
2:1 or above (or its international equivalent) in theology and/
or religious studies, or a related subject such as philosophy or 
English. Other candidates will be considered at the discretion of the 
Department.

Those whose first language is not English must achieve an overall 
score on the British Council IELTS test of at least 7.0 with no 
less than 6.0 in each element, or a TOEFL score of 600 (250 for 
computer based tests) with a TWE of at least 4.5, or a TOEFL iBT 
score of 100 (with no less than 19 in any element). Test results 
should be no more than two years old.

Students who cannot demonstrate this level of proficiency may 
take a course in the Centre for English Language Education at the 
University. 



Postgraduate study

MA in Church History  
(Distance Learning)
Course director: Dr Frances Knight

Course overview

The course is intended to be studied part-time over a period of 
either two, three or four years. Study takes place in the student’s 
home environment, with the opportunity to make a brief annual 
visit to Nottingham for an intensive residential seminar. The course 
provides a solid grounding in many periods of Church History from 
earliest Christianity to the twentieth century. It is designed to appeal 
equally to those with an interest in the social history of Christianity, 
and to those more attracted by the approach of historical theology. 
The course also provides training and experience in research 
methods, as advocated by the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council (AHRC). 

Course content

Students are required to take a module in Research Methods, and 
then a further four or five modules in Church History (interchange 
is also possible with the sister programme in Systematic and 
Philosophical Theology, or if feasible, with the residential MA 
programmes). The following are examples of modules typically on 
offer:

Earliest Christian writings to the mid-second century•	
The arrival of the New Testament Canon•	
The style of Scholastic theology from the eleventh to the 	•	

	 fourteenth centuries
The Virgin Mary in Christian tradition: history and doctrine•	
Dante, Religion and Culture•	
Richard Hooker and English Theological Thought•	
Revivalism and Reform in Britain and America, 1730-1860•	
The Churches and the Social Question in Britain, 1815-1900•	
Christianity in Twentieth Century Britain •	

Students may also be able to take a Directed Reading module. 
 
Having completed the taught modules, students write a supervised 
research dissertation of 15,000 words on any approved topic in 
Church History. 

Entry requirements

Candidates are normally expected to hold an honours degree at 
2:1 or above (or its international equivalent) in theology and/ 
or religious studies, or a related subject such as philosophy or 
history. Other candidates will be considered at the discretion of the 
Department. 

Those whose first language is not English must achieve an overall 
score on the British Council IELTS test of at least 7.0 with no 
less than 6.0 in each element, or a TOEFL score of 600 (250 for 
computer based tests) with a TWE of at least 4.5, or a TOEFL iBT 
score of 100 (with no less than 19 in any element). Test results 
should be no more than two years old.

Students who cannot demonstrate this level of proficiency may 
take a course in the Centre for English Language Education at the 
University. 

Career opportunities

This programme develops skills of research, analysis and critical 
thinking which are relevant to a broad range of careers. Many 
students pursue this course as preparation for a research degree 
(MPhil or PhD). Others pursue the course as part of their 
development within the teaching profession or Church ministry, or 
purely for personal interest.
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MA in Systematic and Philosophical 
Theology (Distance Learning)
Course director: Dr Simon Oliver

Course overview

The course, which can be studied one year full-time or two to four 
years part-time, provides a solid grounding in many aspects of 
philosophical and systematic theology. Of particular concern is the 
relationship between theology and philosophy, and between faith 
and reason. Students have the opportunity to study theology and 
philosophy from ancient Greece to the present day. The course also 
provides training and experience in research methods in theology 
and philosophy. It is an ideal degree for those wishing to pursue a 
one-year MA as preparation for a research degree, as suggested by 
the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC).

Course content

Students are required to take a module in Research Methods and 
a core module entitled ‘Faith and Reason’ to which all faculty in 
systematic and philosophical theology contribute. In addition, 
students take three further modules. The following are examples of 
modules typically on offer:

Systematic and Philosophical Theology for Newcomers: The 	•	
	 Doctrine of God (particularly suitable for those entering from 	
	 disciplines other than theology)

Christ and Salvation•	
Aquinas and Thomism•	
La Nouvelle Théologie: Chenu, Congar, de Lubac and von 	•	

	 Balthasar
Kant, Kierkegaard and Hegel for theologians•	
Scholastic Theology from the eleventh to the fourteenth 		•	

	 centuries
The Virgin Mary in Christian Tradition: history and doctrine•	

With the consent of the Course Director, students can take up to 
two modules from other distance learning provision or, if feasible, 
residential MA programmes.

Having completed the taught modules, students write a supervised 
research dissertation of 15, 000 words on any topic in systematic or 
philosophical theology.

Entry requirements

Candidates are normally expected to hold an honours degree at 
2:1 or above (or its international equivalent) in theology and/ 
or religious studies, or a related subject such as philosophy or 
history. Other candidates will be considered at the discretion of the 
Department. 

Students entering the programme from a humanities discipline other 
than theology may be required to take the module ‘Systematic and 
Philosophical Theology for Newcomers: The Christian Doctrine of 
God’. 

Those whose first language is not English must achieve an overall 
score on the British Council IELTS test of at least 7.0 with no 
less than 6.0 in each element, or a TOEFL score of 600 (250 for 
computer based tests) with a TWE of at least 4.5, or a TOEFL iBT 
score of 100 (with no less than 19 in any element). Test results 
should be no more than two years old.

Students who cannot demonstrate this level of proficiency may 
take a course in the Centre for English Language Education at the 
University. 

Career opportunities

This programme develops skills of research, analysis and critical 
thinking which are relevant to a broad range of careers. Many 
students pursue this course as preparation for a research degree 
(MPhil or PhD). Others pursue the course as part of their 
development within the teaching profession or Church ministry, or 
purely for personal interest.
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MA by Research in Theology and 
Religious Studies

Course overview

This degree, which can be studied one year full-time or two to 
four years part-time, enables students to pursue a particular 
project at masters level. It also introduces students to the research 
skills necessary for doctoral study in the field of theology or 
religious studies. The course is designed to offer a flexible learning 
experience: students may attend the Department’s taught MA 
modules relevant to their research area and are guided in their 
reading by their supervisor. At the end of the course students 
submit a dissertation of 30-35,000 words on a subject agreed by 
the students and their supervisor.

Research support

The Department’s lively research culture includes regular research 
seminars, which offer the chance to hear visiting scholars as well 
as opportunities for staff and postgraduates to present research in 
progress in a friendly and constructive environment. These occasions 
also allow postgraduate students to broaden their knowledge of the 
subject and gain a better sense of how research develops as part of 
an interactive process. 

Research students at benefit from an extensive range of modules 
provided by the Graduate School, including The Tradition of Critique 
and general modules such as Getting Going on Your Thesis, and 
beginner language courses. 

Entry requirements

Candidates are normally expected to hold an honours degree at 
2:1 or above (or its international equivalent) in theology and/
or religious studies. Other candidates will be considered at the 
discretion of the Department.

Those whose first language is not English must achieve an overall 
score on the British Council IELTS test of at least 7.0 with no 
less than 6.0 in each element, or a TOEFL score of 600 (250 for 
computer based tests) with a TWE of at least 4.5, or a TOEFL iBT 
score of 100 (with no less than 19 in any element). Test results 
should be no more than two years old.

Students who cannot demonstrate this level of proficiency may 
take a course in the Centre for English Language Education at the 
University. 
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Research opportunities

MPhil

Student research their chosen topic and write a dissertation of 
at least 60,000 words. The MPhil is an internationally recognised 
research degree.

PhD

Most students wishing to pursue a PhD register first for the MPhil 
which can be upgraded. The PhD requires an original contribution to 
knowledge and a dissertation thesis of 80,000-100,000 words. 
Doctoral students are encouraged to present papers at staff and 
postgraduate seminars.  

Students have access to a range of staff in the Department, 
but work particularly closely with one or two supervisors. As 
the academic profiles of members of staff indicate, most are 
experienced supervisors, several with former research students in 
academic posts.

A British PhD is valued highly internationally because it demands 
that a dissertation embodies an original contribution to knowledge 
either by exploration and discovery or by re-appraisal and critique 
of a fresh and distinctive nature. Hence, an emphasis is placed on a 
thorough mastery of the literature of the field, usually in the original 
languages, as well as a creativity which grows out of interaction with 
a research supervisor who is producing creative work. We endorse 
John Henry Newman’s maxim that a university education has at its 
central core the creative meeting of minds.

New Route PhD

The New Route or Integrated PhD Programme is a new approach 
to PhD study that combines a major research project with a formal 
programme of taught courses. It is particularly valuable for those 
who would prefer a formal teaching element integrated into their 
research programme. 

Entry requirements

Candidates are normally expected to hold a masters degree (or 
equivalent) in theology and/or religious studies. Other candidates 
will be considered at the discretion of the Department.

Those whose first language is not English must achieve an overall 
score on the British Council IELTS test of at least 7.0 with no 
less than 6.0 in each element, or a TOEFL score of 600 (250 for 
computer based tests) with a TWE of at least 4.5, or a TOEFL iBT 
score of 100 (with no less than 19 in any element). Test results 
should be no more than two years old.

Students who cannot demonstrate this level of proficiency may 
take a course in the Centre for English Language Education at the 
University. 

What our students say...

Peter: “There is a strong sense of community in the Department 
among students and staff, and I have benefitted from being 
able to discuss my work with a variety of people. As a research 
postgraduate it is very useful having a study room in Highfields 
House which is close to the library, and it is a privilege to work in 
such a nice setting! The Biblical Greek reading group has helped me 
to keep up my language skills and the seminar series has allowed 
me to consider a real diversity of issues in theology and religious 
studies.”
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Study support and training

Research skill training

All students who register for a research degree are offered the 
opportunity to participate in a wide ranging programme of research 
training and skills development, provided by the Department’s 
Research Methods and Resources MA module and the University’s 
Research Training Programme, offered by the Graduate School.

On joining the University, you will receive automatic membership 
of the Graduate School, a unique facility for our postgraduate 
students, which provides a range of facilities, training opportunities 
and support, as well as workshops and events to enhance the 
postgraduate experience and help you to develop a range of 
transferable skills. 

The Graduate School runs a series of events throughout the year 
including: 

Careers workshops – including advice on planning your career 	•	
	 following your postgraduate studies 

Recruitment events – to meet potential employers and learn 	•	
	 about the opportunities for research careers 

Insider knowledge events – providing in-depth information 	•	
	 on postgraduate issues, including how to apply for and make 	
	 yourself more eligible for specific funding 

Social events – including the ever-popular Coffee, cake and 	•	
	 catch 	up gatherings 

The experience of undertaking research for the first time can be 
very different to undergraduate study – and rather daunting. The 
Graduate School is able to offer support in making this transition. 
Working closely with academic schools, the Graduate School’s 
dedicated training team offers core training in line with Research 
Councils UK standards.

All registered research students are offered training including: 

generic research skills •	
IT skills •	
communication skills •	
career management •	
teaching •	

All postgraduate students in the Department may also register for 
the Academic German course run by the School of Humanities. This 
course is designed to provide research students who have little or 
no experience in this language with the skills to use German in their 
research. 

Distance Learning

Distance learning means that you can study at home or wherever 
suits you, without having to make regular trips to the University. 
You study the same sorts of modules that would be studied by 
students on campus, using printed and electronic materials prepared 
and supported by the same staff, who are experts not just in their 
chosen academic fields, but also in working with distance learners.

Distance learning has been transformed by reciprocal agreements 
between university libraries, which permit students to use the 
facilities at the libraries nearest their home. Most students in 
continental Europe, Australasia and the United States can also gain 
access to their local university library. Using the internet, distance 
learning students can download a wide range of scholarly materials, 
texts and sources.  

Nottingham’s courses are fully supported in a virtual learning 
environment called WebCT, while email and web-based video 
conferencing allow academic staff to provide additional support to 
students. There is the opportunity to attend an annual period of 
intensive on-campus teaching at least once a year, usually in late 
April. Students are also welcome to make occasional visits to the 
campus for face-to-face tutorials.
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Staff profiles

Edward Ball 
Lecturer in Old Testament and Hebrew

Edward Ball, a Cambridge graduate and postgraduate researcher, 
who has taught in the Nottingham Department since 1987, has 
a particular concern for the theological interpretation of the Old 
Testament and its role in constructive theological use of the Bible.  
He offers supervision especially on the history and practice of 
biblical interpretation, with a focus on the prophetic books; but his 
interests range widely, and in recent years he has also successfully 
supervised students working on Wisdom, Psalms and other areas.

Richard Bell
Professor of Theology

Richard Bell studied Chemistry and Physics at University College 
London, followed by research in Theoretical Atomic Physics. He 
studied Theology at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford and completed his 
doctorate in Theology at Tübingen. His dissertation was concerned 
with Romans 9-11. He has been teaching at Nottingham since 
1990. His main areas of research are the Theology of Paul and the 
relationship between the Natural Sciences and Theology. 

Conor Cunningham
Lecturer in Philosophy of Religion
	
After studying Law, Philosophy and then Theology at Cambridge 
University, Conor Cunningham wrote Genealogy of Nihilism, which 
interpreted Western philosophy as a continuous manifestation of an 
invariant logic, one that was inherently nihilistic. His second book 
is Evolution: Darwin’s Pious Idea which offers a critique of ultra-
Darwinism, Intelligent Design, and ontological naturalism, whilst 
providing a positive reading of Darwin’s theory of evolution. Conor’s 
next work will provide an interpretation and critique of recent 
French philosophy. 

Mary Cunningham 
Part-time Lecturer
	
Mary Cunningham teaches modules in early and Medieval Church 
history, focusing both on the development of doctrine and on 
spirituality. Her research focuses mainly on Greek patristic topics, 
including the fields of homiletics and hagiography. She has 
published books on Orthodox theology, the history of the Byzantine 
church, and early Christian and Byzantine sermons. Recent work 
has focused especially on the development of the cult of the Virgin 
Mary in the Byzantine empire.

Roland Deines
Professor in New Testament Studies

Roland Deines is an expert on the Jewish context of the New 
Testament with a special focus on Jesus and the Gospels. His 
specific research interests are the Gospel of Matthew and the Letter 
of James in its Jewish-Hellenistic context. He is also interested 
in the interaction between archaeology and the New Testament. 
He studied Theology and Jewish Studies in Basel, Tübingen, and 
Jerusalem and taught graduate and undergraduate courses at the 
universities in Tübingen, Jena, Beer-Sheva, Israel, and at Fuller 
Theological Seminary, Pasadena, USA. He is involved in a research 
project in Jena, Corpus Judaeo-Hellenisticum Novi Testamenti, and 
a teaching program at the Ben Gurion-University of the Negev in 
Beer-Sheva. He joined the Department in September 2006.

Alan Ford
Professor of Theology, Dean of Faculty of Arts

Alan Ford is an early-modern historian specialising in 16th and 17th 
century Britain and Ireland with particular interests in apocalyptic, 
religious hatred, Calvinism and the history of universities. His 
most recent book, James Ussher: theology, history and politics in 
early-modern Ireland and England, looks at a seminal figure in Irish 
intellectual history and examines how he helped to construct the 
distinctive Irish protestant identity.

Philip Goodchild
Professor of Religion and Philosophy

Philip Goodchild is Professor of Religion and Philosophy and has 
taught in Nottingham since 2000. He is particularly interested in the 
legacy of recent European philosophy for religious thought and the 
return of religious thinking in other disciplines, especially politics 
and economics. He has published extensively on Gilles Deleuze, and 
more recent books include: Capitalism and Religion: The Price of 
Piety (2002) and Theology of Money (2007).

Jon Hoover
Lecturer in Islamic Studies
	
Jon Hoover just joined the department in 2010 after teaching 
Islamic Studies for several years at the Near East School of Theology 
in Beirut.  Earlier on he studied Arabic in Cairo and Islamic Studies 
at Birmingham.  His interests include Islamic theology, Christian-
Muslim theological interaction, and especially the fourteenth-
century reformer Ibn Taymiyya. His writings include Ibn Taymiyya’s 
Theodicy of Perpetual Optimism (2007), articles on Islamic 
theology, and essays in comparative Christian-Muslim theology.  He 
is currently researching several aspects of Ibn Taymiyya’s theology 
and legacy.
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Staff profiles

Karen Kilby
Associate Professor in Systematic Theology
Head of Department

Karen Kilby studied mathematics and theology at Yale and 
Cambridge. She worked in St Andrews and Birmingham before 
coming to Nottingham. Her interests include 20th century Roman 
Catholic theology, especially Karl Rahner and Hans Urs von 
Balthasar, and a variety of themes in systematic theology, especially 
those touching on the place of mystery and the limits of our 
knowing.

Frances Knight
Associate Professor in the History of Modern Christianity

Frances Knight studied theology at King’s College London and the 
University of Cambridge, and previously taught at Cambridge, the 
Open University and the University of Wales, Lampeter before being 
appointed to Nottingham. She is the author of  The Nineteenth 
Century Church and English Society (1995) and most recently, 
The Church in the Nineteenth Century (2008). She is particularly 
interested in the history of the Anglican tradition in England and 
Wales. 

Alison Milbank 
Associate Professor in Religion and Literature

Alison Milbank’s research focuses on the relation of religion to 
culture in the Medieval and the post-Enlightenment periods, with 
particular interests in Gothic, fantastic and horror fiction. She is 
working on a theological history of the Gothic from the Reformation 
to the 20th century, and a short book on Dante as a lay theologian. 
Her most recent book is Chesterton and Tolkien as Theologians: The 
Fantasy of the Real (2007).

John Milbank  
Professor of Religion, Politics and Ethics

John Milbank is widely regarded as the most significant living 
Anglo-Saxon theologian. His most famous work is Theology and 
Social Theory: Beyond Secular Reason, which ushered in a paradigm 
shift in contemporary theological discourse, besides inaugurating a 
long-standing controversy. Since then he has published many other 
books which sustain his critique of secularity and secular autonomy. 
In 1999 he co-founded Radical Orthodoxy, an intellectual tendency 
which has now evolved into a cultural and political movement. 

Simon Oliver
Associate Professor in Systematic and Philosophical Theology
	
Simon Oliver studied Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Oxford, 
and Theology at Cambridge. He taught at the Universities of 
Cambridge, Oxford and the University of Wales, Lampeter before 
his appointment at Nottingham in 2009. He is interested in the 
relationship between theology and philosophy, and specialises in 
the Christian doctrine of creation and its implications for a critical 
engagement with scientific and philosophical understandings of the 
natural. He first explored these themes in his book Philosophy, God 
and Motion. He has edited The Radical Orthodoxy Reader (2009) 
with John Milbank. His next book will be entitled Creation’s Ends: 
Teleology, Ethics and the Natural.

Thomas O’Loughlin
Professor of Historical Theology

Tom taught at University College Dublin, the Milltown Institute, 
Dublin, and the University of Wales, Lampeter before his 
appointment at Nottingham in 2009. He is interested in the 
relationship between theology and history, and specialises in the 
early Christian period. His fascination is understanding how the 
particularities of people, situations, languages and cultures have 
combined to make Christianity what it is, and, therefore, a study 
of its history is necessary for an understanding of it theology. 
Moreover, the study of its history is a source from which theology 
can review and renew itself. 

Anthony Thiselton 
Professor of Christian Theology
	
Anthony Thiselton is Professor of Christian Theology and Canon 
Theologian, and was formerly Head of Department. He has taught 
in five British universities, and on four Continents. He has written 
twelve books. His best-known works include: First Corinthians: A 
Commentary on the Greek Text (Eerdmans 2000), New Horizons 
in Hermeneutics (Harper-Collins, 1992), and The Hermeneutics of 
Doctrine (Eerdmans, 2007).
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Tuition Fees
2010/11

Taught postgraduate courses

MA in Theology and Religious Studies •	
MA in Biblical Interpretation and Theology •	
MA in Philosophical Theology •	
MA in Theology, Philosophy and Literature•	
MA in Church History [Distance Learning]•	
MA in Systematic and Philosophical Theology [Distance 	•	

	 Learning]

Full-time fees (1 year) 
Academic year 2010/11

Home and EU students: £4,000•	
International students: £10,880•	

Part-time fees (2 years)
First academic year

Home and EU students: £2,000•	
International students: £5,440•	

Following academic year

Home and EU students: 2,000 (plus minimal increase)•	
International students: £5,440 (plus minimal increase)•	

Research postgraduate courses

MPhil/PhD •	

Full-time fees (3 years) 
First academic year

Home and EU students: £3,460•	
International students: £10,880•	

Following academic years

Home and EU students: £3,460 (plus minimal increase)•	
International students: £10,880 (plus minimal increase)•	

Part-time fees (up to 6 years)
First academic year

Home and EU students: £1,730•	
International students: £5,440•	

Academic year 2011/12

Home and EU students: 1,730 (plus minimal increase)•	
International students: £5,440 (plus minimal increase)•	
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Funding opportunities

Department Masters Scholarships

This scholarship covers the cost of tuition fees for a UK or EU 
student studying an MA in the Department, on a full-time basis, 
starting September 2010. The award cannot be deferred and has no 
maintenance element. To be eligible to apply you must have a UK or 
EU fee status. 

MA Studentships

MA Studentships funded by the AHRC Block Grant Partnership 
scheme and the Department’s School (Humanities) will be available 
for UK and EU students wishing to undertake MA study in the 
Department September 2010. The Studentships pay UK/EU fees 
and a maintenance grant. For further information on how to apply, 
please visit the departmental website.

AHRC Doctoral Studentships

PhD Studentships funded by the AHRC Block Grant Partnership 
scheme and the Department’s School (Humanities) will be available 
for UK and EU students wishing to undertake MPhil/PhD study in 
the Department September 2010. The Studentships pay UK/EU fees 
and a maintenance grant. For further information on how to apply, 
please visit the departmental website.

School of Humanities PhD Studentships

Studentships, paying fees and a maintenance grant for UK and EU 
postgraduate students, are offered by The School of Humanities for 
students first registering to undertake a research degree full-time in 
the Department September 2010. For further information on how to 
apply, please visit the departmental website.

School Overseas Research Scholarships

The School of Humanities Research Scholarship covers the cost of 
tuition fees for a student with an overseas fee status registering new 
on Research programmes in the Department. Applicants must have 
received an offer of a place to study on a PhD programme in the 
Department for September 2010.

International Office Scholarships

The University’s International Office has a wide range of non-
competitive and competitive scholarship opportunities for students 
with either an EU or Overseas fee status, including Full Tuition Fee 
Research Scholarships, a fee reduction for alumni, EU and Accession 
State Scholarships, FUN America Scholarships.

Other sources of funding

For up-to-date information on these and other funding 
opportunities, please visit the departmental website.

Applying for funding

Please note that applying for this scholarship and a place to study 
are two separate processes. If you’re intending to apply for funding 
we encourage you to apply for your place of study as early as 
possible as many applications to studentships/scholarships require 
you to have a firm offer of a place before you can be considered. 

To apply for a place to study, please use the University’s online 
system at https://pgapps.nottingham.ac.uk 


