
Vice-Chancellor’s Statement to Senate
Wednesday 10 June 2009
1. Economic and Financial Context
· The Government’s Budget in March delivered first cuts, which translate into £1.5mill (plus ASN hit) for UoN.  We will know the extent of the cuts after the next election, and will work to influence the debate.
· There is potential for radical change in the way Government funding works.
2. UoN Budgets

· Schools and Central Services have made successful adjustments to accommodate the unbudgeted part of the pay award, and we should still achieve the budgeted 2008/09 surplus.  Despite cuts for 2009/10, we should also deliver the target surplus next year.

· There is, however, very significant uncertainty beyond 2009/10.

3. Savings and Efficiency Campaign
· It is essential that we minimise the damage from cuts in public expenditure and continue to invest through a period of retrenchment.
· Hence, Savings and Efficiency Campaign under Professor Saul Tendler.  The Campaign group will work with Schools and Central Services to deliver improvements in efficiency and effectiveness, to build resilience and support investment. We need to work together to achieve this.
· We will also need to develop new revenue streams: doing more of what we do now (eg raising research income per capita and increasing research grant procurement); being successful with our development campaign; and being creative with our assets (eg UNNC & UNMC).  From 1 July, suggestions can be made via an interactive website.
4. Admissions update
· Student recruitment for 2009 is encouraging.  UG applications are up by 8%; HEU acceptances at up by 13%; international acceptances up by 14%.

· PG applications are up 14%; PGR international have slightly decreased.
5. Student Experience and Support
· Our bid to HEFCE’s Economic Challenge Investment Fund was successful and we have been awarded £500k, matched by us, to provide internships and placements opportunities for our students.  This will enhance the student experience, and will also improve resilience.

· Student hardship funding for 2009/10 has been increased by £100k.

· The first tri-campus games are to be held in Nottingham from 21 June, with students from UNUK, UNMC and UNNC competing in a variety of sports.
· The Widening Participation and student recruitments teams have merged in the Registrar’s Department.
6. Research and Knowledge Transfer
· Excellent progress with new awards: £115mill which is up 19% on the same time last year, against 12% fewer awards.  We will exceed our £135mill target.

· Good performance and building focus and resilience.

· Need to sustain our research spend for REF.

· The shape of REF is still under discussion.

· OncImmune, one of our spin-out companies, has made its first sales in the USA.

7. Infrastructure and the Environment
· Masterplanning initiatives are underway for both University Park and Sutton Bonington.  On University Park, we are developing more pedestrian and cycle friendly routes; on Sutton Bonington, we are rationalising the layout and introducing increased pedestrian areas.
· CIF investments are being spent.
· We got the THE Award for outstanding estates initiative (within the THE Leadership and Management awards) for the Jubilee campus development.
8. Internationalisation
· UNNC: renegotiation of JVA is underway with our partners.  We are also work on the medium-term strategic plan, encompassing both new programmes and new investments in research.  Professor Nabil Gindy and Professor Nick Miles have been seconded to UNNC from August 2009 as Dean of the Graduate School and Dean of Science and Engineering respectively.
· UNMC: we are working on the medium-term strategic plan, and embedding new programmes. 

· We are looking at the potential for holding Summer Campuses in both places.

· Senate members were shown a short video about the overseas campuses, which is available at:

http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/virtual-tour/china-malaysia.html 

9. Community Relations
· There has been a significant increase in activity, including the recent ‘Day of Exploration’ in April.  I would like to thank colleagues for their participation in a successful event which was warmly appreciated.
· NUSA due to open in September 2009; its Board of Governors is now place.
10. Development and Alumni Relations
· The new Alumni Hub is now open in Portland Building.

11. Communications
· I have introduced some new initiatives to improve MB’s engagement with senior managers.
· I have also introduced activities to improve my own engagement with colleagues, and have visited each School & Central Service - with the last one due next week.  These have been successful and very useful for me.
· Our new Director of Communications and Marketing, Emma Leach, is due to start at the beginning of September.

12.  PVC Portfolios
· Professor David Riley will end his term as Pro-Vice-Chancellor on 31 July 2009, and I would like to record here my thanks to him for his contribution to Management Board and his service to the University during this time.
· Professor Saul Tendler will take up his position as Pro-Vice-Chancellor on 1 August.
· The details of the portfolios are attached (ANNEX A)
13.  Senate members leaving Senate

·  I would like to record my thanks to those members leaving Senate for their contributions and service to the University.

14.  Congratulations and visitors 
· These are attached (ANNEX B)
· Please keep the VCO informed of visitors to the University and colleagues’ achievements, as this is important information.
PVC Portfolios from 1 August 2009





ANNEX A
Professor Karen Cox

Human Resources

Access and Community Relations

Schools in the Faculty of Arts

Professor Alan Dodson

Environment and Infrastructure

Information Services

Schools of Law, Education and the Business School

Professor Christine Ennew

Internationalisation

Schools in the Faculty of Science

Professor Chris Rudd 

Knowledge Transfer and Business Engagement

Schools in the Faculty of Social Sciences, Law and Education excluding Law, Education and the Business School

Professor Saul Tendler

Teaching and Learning

Schools in the Faculty of Medicine, including the School of Veterinary Medicine and Science

Professor Bob Webb

Research, including the Graduate School

Faculty of Engineering

ANNEX B

Visitors to Nottingham & meetings held outside Nottingham
Among the distinguished visitors to the University since the last meeting are:

	11 March 2009
	HRH The Duke of Gloucester KG GCVO 

	4 March
	Mr Steve Holliday, Chief Executive of National Grid

	4 March
	Dr Rosa Yang, Vice-President of Innovation at Electrical Power Research Institute (EPRI)

	10 March
	Mrs. Saida Al-Subhi, Cultural Attaché, Embassy of the Sultanate of Oman

	10/11 March
	Ahmed Alyassrey, Director, Ministry of Planning and Development Cooperation, Iraq



	11 March
	Mr H Al Jaffar , Director, KAUST Scholarship and Administration, King Abdullah University of Science and Technology



	12/13 March
	Prof Afzal Hossain, Vice Chancellor, Hajee Mohameed Science and Technology, Bangladesh



	18 March 
	Nabeel Al Ajay (Head of Training & Career Development (UK) Saudi Aram



	22 March
	HE Mr John Saville, High Commissioner to Brunei

	26 March
	Dr. Nik Mustapha R Abdullah, Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Aini Ideris, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Academic & Internationalisation, Prof Seminar Md Sidin, Dean, Graduate School of Management, Mr. Wan Azman Wan Omar, Registrar, University Putra Malaysia



	30 March
	Mr SONG Chaozhi, Deputy Director General, and Mr WANG Qian, Director, Foreign Affairs, State Bureau of Surveying & Mapping  of China (SBSM)



	9 April
	Mr Nigel Savage, Chief Executive, College of Law, London

	16 April
	Ian Robertson, Chief Executive, National Council of Graduate Entrepreneurship



	16 April
	Iain Gray Chief Executive Officer, Technology Strategy Board

	16 April 
	Richard Collins, DTZ



	16 April
	Mr Mike Hill, Chief Executive, HESCU

	20 April
	Mr Ahmed Alkhayat, Director, Human Resources, Mr Yousif Amin, Human Resources Directorate, Ministry of Works and Housing, Bahrain



	22 April
	Prof Ahmad Shukri Mustapa Kamal, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, and others Universiti Sains Malaysia

	27 April 
	Srini Gopalan, Managing Director, Capital One 

	28 April
	Danuta Hubner, European Commissioner for Regional Policy

	29 April
	HE Mr Abdou Sourang, Ambassador and Mr Youssouph Diallo, Second Counsellor, Senegal

	1 May
	Professor David Clarke, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, University of Bristol

	6 May
	Professor David Eastwood, Vice-Chancellor Birmingham University and Prof Shirley Pearce, Vice-Chancellor, Loughborough University

	6 May
	Charlotte Hogg, Managing Director and John Finch, Director of Development and Delivery, Experian



	6 May 
	Mr Serif Yilmaz, Deputy General Director, Personnel, Mr Abdurrahman Korucu, Head of Division, Ms Fusun Rumford, Edcon Education Consultancy, Ministry of Interior, Turkey



	7 May
	Dr Wendy Piatt, Director General, The Russell Group



	7 May
	Prof Nigel Thrift, Vice-Chancellor of Warwick 



	7 May 09
	Prof Jin Li, Vice President, Prof Yinzhang Chen, Pro-Deputy President, Foreign Affairs Office, and colleagues from Fudan University



	8 May 09
	Prof Dr Yongsheng Li, Vice President from Tongji University



	11 May  
	Kongunadu Arts & Science College – India 

	11 May 
	Dr Prof Jin-Guang Teng, Associate Vice President, and Dr Wenzhong Shi, President ISPRS Technical Commission II, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University



	12 May
	Steve Burgess, Manufacturing Process and Technology Executive, Rolls Royce

	13 May
	Sir Richard Needham, Director of Dyson, Dr Andrew Mackintosh, CEO, Royal Society Enterprise Fund, Mr Jeff Moore, Chief Executive, EMDA and Sir Andrew Buchanan 


	14 May
	Lord Robert May of Oxford University and member of UK Government’s Climate Change Committee



	14 May
	Derek Gillespie, Medical, Manufacture & Material Engineering Manager, EPSRC 

	15 May
	Geoff Hoon, MP, Secretary of State for Transport/MP for Ashfield

	15 May
	Air Marshall Simon Bryant RAF

	18 May
	Dr Harry Burns, Chief Medical Officer, Scotland

	24 May
	HE Aleksandr Mikhnevich, Ambassador and Mr Alexander Sidoruk, Counsellor Head of Economic Group, Belarus



	29 May
	Professor Shearer West, Director of Research, AHRC

	1 June
	HE Datuk Abd. Aziz Mohammed, High Commissioner of Malaysia 

	2 June
	Professor Christine King, Vice-Chancellor, Staffordshire University

	3 June
	Yvonne Hawkins, Associate Director, Yvonne Perry, Regional Consultant, HEFCE

	3 June
	Mr Neil Morris, Technical Vice President for Refining, BP




Congratulations 

· Professor Malcolm Bennett (Biosciences): was awarded a BBSRC Fellowship.

· Former Vice-Chancellor, Sir Colin Campbell: presented with the highly prestigious Federal Award of Datuk for his contribution to education in Malaysia. This award is one of the highest honours made by the Government of Malaysia.

· Professor Richard Disney(Economics): appointed to the Senior Salaries Review Body

· Professor Alan Dodson (Civil Engineering): awarded an ‘Advisory Professorship’ by Tongji University in Shanghai

· Professor Nidal Hilal (Chemical and Environmental Sciences): received a Certificate of Appreciation from Al-Baath University in Homs, Syria in recognition of his achievements in the field of membrane technology and application of atomic force microscopy to process engineering.  

· Professor Julia Hippisley-Cox (Community Health Sciences): awarded the John Fry Silver Medal by the Royal College of General Practitioners for her ‘outstanding’ work in promoting the discipline of general practice through research and publishing as a practising GP.

· Professor Mercedes Maroto-Valer (Chemical and Environmental Engineering): appointed to the UKERC Research Committee.

· Professor Brigitte Nerlich (Institute for Science and Society)/and Professor Chris Pierson (Politics and International Relations): elected as Academicians by the Academy of the Social Sciences.

· Professor Peter Rubin (Clinical Sciences): appointed the new Chair of the General Medical Council.

· Professor Kevin Shakesheff (Pharmacy): appointed as the 2010 Science Chair of the British Pharmaceutical Conference.

· Emeritus Professor Malcolm Stevens (Pharmacy): elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society in recognition of his research into the treatment of cancer.

· Professor Stephen Thompson (Business School): appointed to the Doctors and Dentists Pay Review Body

· Professor Jonathan Van Tam (Community Health Sciences): appointed to be the National coordinator for the Flu Clinical Information Network (FLU-CIN)

· Ten Law students from the University’s Pro Bono Society: were awarded ‘Best Contribution by a Team of Students’ at the Law Works and Attorney General Student Awards 2009.

· Anjum Aqeel, an Economics PhD student: named the East Midlands’ International Student of the Year 2009 in a prestigious competition run by the British Council.

· Robert Barham, a PG student from the School of Politics and International Relations and, Ellie Griffins a UG student from the Dept. of Mechanical, Materials and Manufacturing Engineering: selected as 2 of 50 students worldwide (from 16,000 candidates) for the BP Antarctic expedition 

· Craig Cox, Education Officer in the Student Union: appointed as a QAA Student Auditor.

· James Peacock, Meera Taank and Jonathan Allott, students from Product, Design and Manufacture in the Department of M3: won awards in the 2009 Royal Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufacture and Commerce (RSA) Designs Directions competition, in field of 1,500 from more than 100 UK universities. 

· The CSET Building at the University of Nottingham, Ningbo Campus, has won the 2009 MIPIM ‘Green Building’ Award and the Beijing SPACE 2009 Award for the 'Best Environmentally Friendly Building'. 
· The Sir Colin Campbell Building was named ‘Nottingham Science City Development Project 2009’ at the Nottingham Evening Post Commercial Property Awards.

· The Division of Primary Care has been invited to join the NIHR National School of Primary Care Research.

· The University was named "Open Access Institute of the Year, 2008" at the BioMed Central annual research awards ceremony.  BioMed Central is currently the largest open-access publisher.
Tabled Paper
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