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Introduction

• Post-mastectomy breast reconstruction improves 

patients’ quality of life

• Increasing proportion of older women living with 

breast cancer

• Slower uptake of post-mastectomy immediate breast 

reconstruction (PMIBR) in older women
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Aims

1. Ascertain if there is a disparity in uptake of PMIBR in older women 

compared to younger women

2. Explore underlying reasons for this disparity
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Methods

• Pubmed and EMBASE up to 9 February 2022

• Studies that compared rates of PMIBR between younger and older 

women (defined as >65 years) with invasive primary breast cancer

• Excluded cases of DCIS, prophylactic mastectomy 

Factors Affecting Uptake of Post-Mastectomy Immediate Breast Reconstruction in Older Women - A Systematic Review



Results

Factors Affecting Uptake of Post-Mastectomy Immediate Breast Reconstruction in Older Women - A Systematic Review

Studies identified and retrieved through database 

search

N= 3824

Records screened

N= 2958

Full-text articles screened for eligibility 

N= 935

Full-text articles quality assessed 

N= 10

Duplicate publications removed 

N= 866

Records excluded

N= 2023

Full-text articles excluded

N= 925

Does not include women >65 years old= 586

Unclear how many women >65 years old/Non-

comparative between younger and older women= 318

Unclear if patient had IBR due to IBC or DCIS= 13

Does not fit either cut off age 65 or 70= 2

Unclear number of women with/without IBR= 6



Results

• 10 studies published since 2012

464,169 women 

included

313,298 younger 

women (67%)
152,836 older 

women (33%)
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Results
• Only 2 studies explored factors affecting uptake of PMIBR in older women1,2. 

1Frisell et al. BJS Open. 2020 
2Hershman et al. BCRT. 2012
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• Surgeon’s 
practices

oPreoperative 
information

oPatient 
involvement in 
decision-making

Physician Patient System

• Age

• Socioeconomic 
status

• Ethnicity

• Comorbidities

• Insurance status

• Hospital location



Conclusion

• Uptake of PMIBR in older women is significantly 

lower

• Paucity of data in the literature on the barriers and 

facilitators to PMIBR in older women 

• Increasing proportion of older women living with 

breast cancer
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