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BIO of Karsten Stephan
Director of Language College/Enrichment, Alderman White School

After studying French and German at university, Karsten began his teaching career in
Austria before moving to the UK, where he became Head of German at a Nottingham
comprehensive school. In 1989, he joined Alderman White School as Head of Languages
and later led its successful bid to become a Specialist Language College. Recognized for his
innovative use of technology in language teaching, he was awarded the 2003 East Midlands
Secondary Teacher of the Year.

A passionate advocate for language education, Karsten championed Mandarin, securing
Confucius Classroom status in 2015 and redesigning the curriculum to include the language.
He also enriched students' experiences through international exchanges and trips. After
serving as Deputy Executive Headteacher for the White Hills Park Federation, he returned to
Alderman White’s Senior Leadership Team, focusing on community language initiatives and
enrichment programmes. Karsten holds a degree from Trinity College, Oxford.

Seminar: 10 Tips to enhance learner engagement in the languages classroom.

The session will look at strategies for engaging all learners in language-learning whatever
their ability. From curriculum design to ways of increasing classroom interaction, we will look
at how we make the process of language-learning more engaging, relevant and successful
for all our learners.
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