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Abstracts

1 Emilia Banou and Louise Hitchcock. The ‘Lord of Vapheio'ʹ: the social identity of the dead
and its implications for Laconia in the Late Helladic II-‐‑IIIA period
The paper examines the social identity of the dead buried in the cist-‐‑grave of the tholos tomb
of Vapheio, on the basis of the funerary gifts which accompanied him and the symbolism of
the tomb’s architecture. It also combines the evidence from Vapheio with the picture we
possess of the Eurotas valley in the LHII-‐‑III period.

It is concluded that the occupant of the cist in the Vapheio tholos was an important ruler,
having established (at least in the transition from the LHIIA to the LHIIB period) significant
contacts with Minoan Crete. These contacts permitted him and his immediate successors to
stand at front in the developments of their time in the mainland, having by that time set the
territory they controlled on the way to becoming a state. Having their seat presumably on
Paliopyrgi, they had to rival at least two other local centres of power in the Eurotas valley,
namely Vouno Panayias and Ayios Vassileios, at a close distance. How they may have
succeeded in achieving and maintaining their position remains to be elucidated through
systematic research and excavation of all three sites, which would also shed light on the
process leading to the rise of Mycenaean states in the Argolid, where the same pattern of
intervisible important Mycenaean sites can be observed.

O
-‐‑

II-‐‑
-‐‑

-‐‑

2 Diana urton. God and Hero: the iconography and cult of Apollo at the Amyklaion
Cult and art recognise an ambivalence between Olympian and underworld gods, which is
generally lacking in literary sources. The Peloponnese was rich in divinities who carried
epithets associating them with the underworld. This paper explores the iconography of one
such divine figure, the statue of Apollo at Amyklai, and his cult, in the context of the
associated hero-‐‑cult of Hyakinthos.
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3 Nikolaos Dimakis. The display of individual status in the burials f Classical and
Hellenistic Argos
This paper aims to outline the ways in which burials can be analysed in order to investigate
the display of individual status in the mortuary record of Classical and Hellenistic Argos.
Subsequently, this study will throw light on social inequality and the degrees of socio-‐‑
political ranking within the Argive society of the Classical and Hellenistic periods.

-‐‑

4 Eleni Drakaki. Late Bronze Age female burials with hard stone seals from the
Peloponnese: a contextual approach
In Mycenaean Greece, hard stone seals were predominantly deposited with burials and are
often regarded by scholars as emblems of their owners’ personal and social identity. In an
effort to achieve a better understanding of the mechanisms of seal ownership, this paper
undertakes a detailed examination of the contextual associations of a small corpus of hard
stone seals associated with nine Late Bronze Age elite female burials from the Peloponnese.
The conclusion reached is that the seals do not always reflect the wealth/status differences of
the burials, while in their overwhelming majority they are not engraved with ‘female
appropriate’ motifs. Finally, the comparison of some of these female burials with male burials
of equal status helps to establish that the former were furnished more modestly and with
significantly fewer seals.

(status .

5 Rachel S. Fox. Vessels and the body in Early Mycenaean funerary contexts



vii

The capsule-‐‑type nature of the Shaft Graves at Mycenae means that they are an ideal dataset
upon which to perform an analysis of the vessels found within them. In this paper I examine
the metal and ceramic vessels from both Grave Circles, noting the forms that predominate
and from these drawing conclusions regarding the ritual practices surrounding the interment
of a body and the ways in which social messages could be conveyed to the funeral attendees.
Following this, I consider how the vessels can be correlated with sex, age and other grave-‐‑
goods, thus demonstrating how feasting practices were a method of displaying and accruing
socio-‐‑political status in the Early Mycenaean period.

-‐‑
-‐‑

-‐‑
-‐‑

-‐‑

6 Florentia Fragkopoulou. Sanctuary dedications and the treatment of the dead in Laconia
(800–600 BC): the case of Artemis Orthia
This paper focuses on two ivory plaques NM 15518 and NM 16432 retrieved from the
sanctuary of Artemis Orthia during the excavations conducted by the British School at Athens
during the 1906–10 seasons. The uniqueness of these plaques lies in their iconography (each
one is decorated with a prothesis scene which is a rather unusual decorative element for
sanctuary dedications), their luxurious material, and the fact that no other ivory parallels of
this sort are known from other contemporaneous Lakonian sanctuaries. Since their recovery,
scholars have concentrated on their stylistic production and chronological implications within
the context of Spartan-‐‑Near Eastern relationships during the Archaic period. This paper
focuses on their interpretation within the ritual context of the sanctuary of Artemis Orthia
itself with the aim of defining their role within the ritual context of the Limnai sanctuary.

-‐‑

-‐‑

-‐‑
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-‐‑

7 Stamatis Fritzilas. Grave stelai and burials in Megalopolis
This paper examines certain representative examples of grave stelai found in the region of the
federal capital of ancient Arcadia. These are a small but characteristic group of funerary stelai,
mainly of Hellenistic and Roman date, and forming part of the Archaeological Collection of
Megalopolis. They are presented with a commentary and illustrated, in some cases for the
first time. They comprise characteristic funerary monuments which display not only a
particular concern to make the grave visible, but also to preserve the deceased’s name, in
order to keep his memory alive. The inscribed stelai provide important cultural and
demographic information. They enlarge the prosopography of Megalopolis, since they
mention certain names of its inhabitants and their family or social relationships. They also
include dictums which reflect the spirit of the times, record the passage of the deceased into
the next world and ensure his eternal fame. Epigraphic material as well as available data from
excavations are brought together. There is a variety of types of burial, brought to light by
rescue excavations carried out by the Greek Archaeological Service in the area of
Megalopolis, as a result of building activity mainly in the southern part of the ancient city and
of public works in the countryside.

8 Pepi Gavala. The sculpted monuments in Laconian cemeteries (late 19th – early 20th
century)
Many funerary monuments in the cemeteries of Greek cities and towns, including those in
Laconia, bear the stamp of Classicism, an important school of art in Western Europe during
the 18th and 19th centuries, which greatly influenced Greek art and architecture in the 19th
century. The identification and recording of those monuments helps their preservation
through the ages, since they are constantly at risk of being damaged. The types of monument
and their decoration as well as their inscriptions and epigrams are also recorded. The main
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target of such efforts is focused on an awareness of the historical and aesthetic value of these
monuments.

9 Olivier Gengler. Leonidas and the heroes of Thermopylae: memory of the dead and
identity in Roman Sparta
Through a new examination of the evidence relating to the contest organised in Sparta in
honour of Pausanias, Leonidas and the Three Hundred, essentially known from Pausanias the
Periegete and various inscriptions, this paper proposed a new insight into the construction of
Spartan identity in Roman imperial times. A comparison with a text of Plutarch reveals how
the organisation of the Leonideia constituted for the Spartan of the second century AD a further
attempt to equal their ancestors.

10 Mercourios Georgiadis. Honouring the dead in Mesolithic and Neolithic Peloponnese: a
few general observations
The change from the Mesolithic way of life and the introduction of agriculture in the
Neolithic period has been fundamental for local societies. New economic and social
conditions appeared, transforming at the same time the local belief systems and the way of
everyday life. This paper will show how these changes can be traced in the funerary context,
where the emphasis was concentrated and how honouring of the dead altered from the
Mesolithic to the Neolithic, in the examples we have from the Peloponnese. Although the
available examples are very limited for these long periods of time, they can provide useful
insights into the social conditions of these phases.

11 Grigoris Grigorakakis. New investigations by the 39th Ephoreia of Prehistoric and
Classical Antiquities at Helleniko, N. Kynouria. The burial of Late Classical date from the
western roadside cemetery
200 m west of the grave enclosure on the west slopes of Teichio at Helleniko in northern
Kynouria, in the framework of rescue excavations by the Ephoreia, a tomb of the mid-‐‑4th

century BC was investigated. The large number of offerings categorizes it as a ‘wealthy’
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burial, and provides us with valuable information both about the mortuary practices, and
about the conception of the next world. Finally, the location of the grave, the extent of the
cemetery along the road and its relationship both to other cemeteries in the vicinity and, in
particular, to the spectacular acropolis at Teichio, indicates the significance of this site in the
Thyreatis.

X

12 Georgia Kakourou-‐‑Chroni. Nikiforos Vrettakos: “Let us depart ascending ...”
The poetry of Laconian-‐‑born Nikiforos Vrettakos might be said to have death as one of its
defining themes. This paper traces the development of the poetical ego from his first
collection where “death permeates”, to his last where “light rises from the soul”. The
transition begins to take shape and form during World War II when death has the power to
“kill God” but also to “shed light on the pain of the world”.

The purpose of this paper is to introduce the attitude to death that emerges in the
poetry of Nikiforos Vrettakos and unfolds in three stages: nihilism and the dominance of
death; heroic death; and the recognition of human immortality.

Critical studies of a lifetime of literary work seen as a whole frequently divide the
work into periods on the basis of certain characteristics that pervade each one. This approach
is widely accepted by both critics and readers since it facilitates study, though they recognise
the fact that the periods are not separated by brick walls and the characteristics of one period
overlap those of the next, often making it difficult to see where one period ends and another
begins. Neither do all concerned agree over the timeframes.

Having pointed this out, I shall refer to the three different attitudes to death that
evolve in the poetry of Nikiforos Vrettakos, keeping within the constraints of time imposed
by an introduction of this kind. These attitudes are: nihilism and the dominance of death;
heroic death; and the recognition of human immortality.

B

13 Konstantinos Kalogeropoulos. The Social and religious significance of palatial jars as
grave offerings
It is generally accepted that the monumental and very finely painted jars found mainly
during LH IIA in rich Peloponnesian tombs (so called palatial jars) are prestige items
connected with the early Mycenaean Peloponnesian elite. The aim of this paper is not to
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refute the basic idea behind such a general identification but to enlarge upon it. It is argued
that the use of 'ʹpalatial jars'ʹ in mortuary ceremonies has a certain religious connotation also,
since several syntactic and iconographic elements on these vases point to their ritual use and
symbolism.

-‐‑
-‐‑

II

14 Dimitrios Katsoulakos. The lament in southern ‘koile Lakedaimon’ and the turbulent
history of Greece
The Moiroloï carries within it historical witness to the collective memory. It is a treasury of
the human reaction to extreme experiences. The violent events undergone by the nation (the
Balkan Wars, the War in Asia Minor, the Greco-‐‑Italian War, the Civil War) deeply moved the
popular sensibility, which lamented in an imaginative manner the untimely death of the
young. What is particularly striking in researching this brilliant literature is the theme of
injustice, which is never personalised. The injustice lies only in the loss of a young life.

.

15 heodoros atsoulakos. he relationship of the moiroloï singer with the deceased as a
source of inspiration
Vital data for research into the Moiroloï are the date of its recording and knowledge of the
relationship between the singer and the deceased. If these facts are known, the researcher will
have at their disposal a picture of the circumstances of its composition, insofar as this is
possible. The Moiroloï, as a discrete artistic creation, must, for this reason, be accompanied by
as much information as possible.

16 Georgia Kokkorou-‐‑Alevras. Funerary statuary of the Archaic period in the Peloponnese
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During the Archaic period in Attica and in the Aegean islands there are many stone funerary
monuments commemorating the dead. These monuments include a variety of statuary types
such as kouroi and korai, lions, sphinxes, gorgons and so forth as well as the more common
relief stelai bearing representations of the dead. On the other hand, the number of stone
funerary monuments in the Peloponnese is very small and consists mainly of statues of lions,
rarely of sphinxes and other types. It seems most probable that the statues of lions, which
were represented sitting on high columns that were erected over the tombs, symbolized the
bravery of the dead as indicated by the ancient written sources.

The fact that the Peloponnesian funerary statuary has been found mainly in the
territory of Corinth and in the Argolid, may be explained by the vicinity of these areas to
Attica and the Cycladic islands and by the influence exercised by these areas in the north-‐‑east
Peloponnese.

Finally, the main reason for the general rarity of funerary sculpture in the
Peloponnese may be the different, ‘Doric’ ideal that existed in this area and which is
documented by the Spartan, Lykourgan, attitude towards honouring the dead, which did not
favour the distinction of the individual through lavish grave monuments.

17 Eleni Konstantintidi-‐‑Syvridi and Konstantinos Paschalidis. Honouring the dead behind
the scenes: the case of the chamber tomb to the south of Grave Circle B at Mycenae
During the summers of 1952 and 1953 in the course of the excavations of Grave Circle B at
Mycenae, Ioannis Papadimitriou located and excavated an Early Mycenaean chamber tomb,
which has remained unpublished up to now. Its location and the finds from the tomb
preserve information about the granting of honours to the dead and ancestors over the
ensuing periods, with a different content on each occasion. Following analysis of the
architectural form and the offerings in the tomb, the evidence for hero worship is examined,
which was the excavator’s interpretation of the rich remains of the Late Geometric period
from within and above the chamber. Likewise, the proximity of a number of important
funerary monuments (Grave Circle B, the Tomb of Clytemnestra, the chamber tomb) to the
Hellenistic theatre of the town, where the tragedies of the Atreids would have been re-‐‑
enacted, is emphasised. Finally, the memory of the excavator is honoured, whose diaries
reveal the thoughts of a great archaeologist and the concerns of an everyday human being.
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18 Angeliki Kossyva. The invisible dead of Delpriza, Kranidi
Despite the wealth of data for habitation in the southern Argolid from very early times, very
little is known about the framework of society and its economy during the Early Bronze Age
as it can be established through the burials and the behaviour of the community towards the
dead.

As regards the Classical period also, the tombs of ordinary people reveal unknown
aspects of the organization of small rural communities of the region, the economic potential
and the external contacts of the rural population living in the shadow of the urban centres of
Hermione and Halieis.

Some aspects of the above-‐‑mentioned points were possible to be detected through the
finds of the rescue excavation in the Delpriza area, which is only 2.5 km away from the
Franchthi cave and about 8 km from Halieis.

-‐‑

19 Sokratis S. oursoumis and Anna-‐‑Vassiliki Karapanagiotou. Anthropomorphic stele from
Levidi, Arcadia: a typological and interpretative study
The anthropomorphic stele of Levidi is one of the earliest colossal statues of Arcadian
monumental sculpture, dated in the late 7th – early 6th century BC. Due to its size, shape and
monumental character, it is interpreted as a funerary monument, erected on a tomb in the
north Orchomenian plain, which probably belonged to Aristokrates, the mythical king of
Arcadia punished by death for his sacrilege.

-‐‑

20 Marioanna Louka. Votive jewellery in the Archaic Peloponnese
Jewellery in the Peloponnese is characterized by various categories, ranging from sumptuous
earrings to carefully crafted pins, fibulae and bracelets. These specimens, recovered either
from a funerary or a sanctuary/votive context, reveal the local workshops’ artistic connections
with other important artistic centres of the time on the Greek mainland and the islands, as
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well as the impact of earlier traditions. The Peloponnese provides us with a very interesting
research field, as these finds prove that the restrictions imposed by the Spartan regime
evidently did not apply to all regions, nor to all circumstances in the life of Peloponnesian
women – and therefore speak of the multi-‐‑levelled character of this centuries-‐‑old and ever
appealing craft.

-‐‑

21 Jean-‐‑Marc Luce. Iron Age burial customs in the Peloponnese and their place in the
funerary geography of the Greek world
As appears from a wide survey of more than 6000 Iron Age graves in the Greek world, burial
practices in the Peloponnese are very similar to those in Akarnania, Aitolia and Lokris.
Comparison of the map of burial types based on the above with the dialect map affords
surprising and unexpected results. The striking difference between the practices in the
Peloponnese and those described by Homer should be noted. The role of burials in signalling
ethnic identity will also be discussed. Specifically, the question raised here is whether the
graves of this period can be interpreted as ‘geo-‐‑symbols’ as defined by the geographer Joël
Bonnemaison in ‘Voyage autour du patrimoine’ Espace géographique 4 (1981) 249-‐‑62.

-‐‑
Joël Bonnemaison Voyage autour du

Patrimoine Espace géographique 4 (1981) 249-‐‑62.

22 Christina Marabea. The tholos tomb at Kambos, Avia: excavation by Christos Tsountas,
1891
This paper is a short presentation of the Mycenaean tholos tomb at Kambos, Avia (prefecture
of Messinia) whose full study and publication has been undertaken by the author. The tomb,
investigated by Christos Tsountas in 1891, was found looted; however, it yielded a number of
small objects, among them two well-‐‑known lead figurines of Minoan character. Of particular
importance are the reports and other documents, now deposited in the Archives of the
Archaeological Society at Athens, in which Christos Tsountas revealed aspects of his
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investigation. Preliminary estimates are put forward for the dating of the monument and
historical implications are outlined.

o

23 Eleni Marantou. Ancestor worship and hero cult in the central and southern Peloponnese:
the evidence from Pausanias
In antiquity, ancestors and heroes held a special place in people’s memory and in their hearts.
It was extremely common for funerary monuments of distinguished individuals to be set up
in conspicuous places, and frequently cult ceremonies took place to honour them. In his
guide, Pausanias describes inter alia the funerary monuments which he encounters. The
present paper will bring together the many funerary monuments which Pausanias noted in
Arcadia, Elis, Messenia and Laconia with the aim of identifying the location of the funerary
cults, in order to link them with the history of the region and to understand the reasons
behind their existence.

24 Iro Mathioudaki. Honouring the dead with polychrome pots: the case of Mainland
Polychrome pottery in Peloponnesian funerary contexts (an interpretative approach)
The subject of this paper concerns the fine pottery type of the early Late Helladic period,
known as ‘Mainland Polychrome’, well represented in the Shaft Graves at Mycenae and
sometimes decorated with pictorial motives such as birds and griffins. The pottery has
specific character and function, being elaborate and technologically advanced; it carries a
certain aesthetic value. The example provides an appropriate case-‐‑study for the application of
theoretical models developed and tested by Material Culture Studies (i.e. aesthetics, object
biographies), also taking methodological issues into consideration. Pottery with such inherent
qualitative properties becomes the material manifestation of concepts developed and
expressed by “communities of the dead” of a certain spatio-‐‑temporal context.
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25 Sotiris Lambropoulos, Panagiotis Moutzouridis and Kostas Nikolentzos. Hybrid burial
monuments of the Late Bronze Age in two recently excavated sites in Elis (Strephi
and Arvaniti)
This paper reviews the conclusions of archaeological research on two new sites of the Late
Bronze Age, in the municipal prefectures of Strephi and Arvanitis (prefecture of Elis). The
sites present particular interest, because of the diversity of burial architecture (co-‐‑existence of
chamber tombs, burial pits and niches). In addition, burial customs, social stratification,
anthropological data and possible interregional contacts are also being studied.

26 Nikolas Papadimitriou. “Passing away” or “passing through”? Changing funerary
attitudes in the Peloponnese at the MBA/LBA transition
This paper examines the formation and the possible symbolic meaning of the dromos-‐‑stomion-‐‑
chamber layout in Mycenaean tombs. This distinctive arrangement was the outcome of a
gradual restructuring of the funerary space associated with the adoption of multiple burial
and the need for a permanent access to the tomb. The form of access originated in the
tumulus tradition, went through an experimental stage and crystallized in the dromoi of LH
IIA tombs. It is argued that the observed changes in funerary attitudes were not motivated by
competition among ‘powerful elites’; rather, they reflect an increasing sophistication in ritual
performance and symbolic representation, resulting from a widespread renegotiation of
social identities in the MH/LH transition.

To
,
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27 Metaxia Papapostolou. ‘Honourable death’: the honours paid in ancient Sparta to dead
war-‐‑heroes and mothers dying in child-‐‑birth
In accordance with a levelling tendency in Spartan life, its burial and funerary customs were
simple and austere. Offerings were not allowed at Spartan funerals. The Spartans observed a
law in their code concerning burial, under which, according to Pausanias, it was not
permitted to inscribe the name of the deceased over their graves, with the exceptions only of
men who died in battle and women who died in child-‐‑birth. Modern historians have
speculated that only through dying in child-‐‑birth could a Spartan woman earn the distinction
of escaping anonymity. Sparta has been distinguished as the city which advocated the ideal of
a ‘good death’ for a citizen who died in the front line, a death which Tyrtaios praises in his
poetry. Certainly the female version of the ‘good death’ did not extend beyond the
boundaries of Lacedaemon. Consequently, the high esteem held for death in child-‐‑birth must
be explained strictly within the bounds of Sparta. In this paper reference will be made in turn
to the honours which the Spartans paid to those who died in battle and at the same time we
shall examine which women could gain the privilege of such honours. In other words, were
death in battle and death in child-‐‑birth held in equal esteem?

o

28 Lena Papazoglou-‐‑Manioudaki. Dishonouring the dead: the plundering of tholos tombs in
the Early Palatial period and the case of the tholos tomb at Mygdalia hill (Petroto) in
Achaea
The tholos tombs in Achaea, at the Mygdalia hill, Kallithea and Pharai were built in LH II and
their main use came to an abrupt end in LH IIIIA. This applies to most of the tholos tombs
excavated at the non-‐‑palatial centres on the Greek mainland. The plundering of the interior of
the tholos is usually violent, maybe deliberate, and their later use as ossuaries and for
unfurnished burials does not constitute a proper reuse. The destruction of early Mycenaean
settlements at the same period adds to the picture of the disturbances at the transition to the
Mycenaean palatial period.
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II IIIA

29 Annalisa Paradiso. Did Herodotus ever see the list of the Three Hundred?
“In that travail -‐‑ says Herodotus -‐‑ fell Leonidas, fighting most gallantly, and with him other
famous Spartans, whose names I have learnt for their great worth and desert, as I have learnt
besides the names of all the three hundred” [Hdt.7.224]. In this emphatic and very dense
sentence, Herodotus expresses his judgement about Leonidas, when he tells us of his death,
and about the warriors who died with him. Leonidas was aristos; to a lesser degree, the others
were onomastoi. He claims to have gathered information about these axioi men, about all the
Three Hundred. The emphasis here covers a logical contraction of his thought: he declares
that he has gained information; however this information apparently concerns only their
names and even all the names, not their deeds. Herodotus perhaps knows all these warriors’
names, but evidently he does not quote them all. On the other hand, he evidently knows
something else, not simply their names but also the last exploits of some of them, the positive
or negative last deeds or sayings of six of them: Dienekes, Alpheios, Maron, Euritos,
Aristodemos and Pantites. Where did Herodotus derive his information from? An official list
or oral sources? Did he see the official list inscribed on the stele and described by Pausanias
3.14? Can we deduce anything from the very form of Herodotus’ declaration?

,

30 George C. Paraskeviotis. Agamemnon’s death in Seneca
Agamemnon was a mythical figure of high importance in the ancient world, whose life and
death inspired several works in Greek and Roman literature. The main aim of this paper is to
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offer a detailed examination of the way in which Seneca uses and manipulates Agamemnon’s
death in his tragedy Agamemnon. A parallel reading with earlier Greek literary treatments of
the same incident will enable us, through close examination of the similarities and
differences, to find out its literary role and function in the Roman tragic play.

Agamemnon

31 Nicolette Pavlides. Worshipping heroes: civic identity and the veneration of the
communal dead in Archaic Sparta
This paper examines the role of hero cult in the creation of communal identity in Archaic
Sparta. Through the analysis of the archaeological evidence it treats the gradual development
of a Spartan community identity between the 7th and 5th centuries BC. This paper argues that
heroic cult both influenced and was influenced by the communal consciousness arising at this
time. In particular, it contends that the area of Limnai, rich in Geometric burials, became a
focus of hero cult from the 7th century onwards. The cult site on Stauffert Street offers a
paradigmatic example of this phenomenon.

-‐‑

32 Leonidas Petrakis. A child’s remembrance of living through the Nazi atrocity against the
‘118 Spartans’ in autumn 1943
I remember the Germans bombing the retreating British in 1941 and then entering Sparta on
the main Tripolis-‐‑to-‐‑Sparta road, just two blocks from my home. Shame felt by the
occupation, starvation, and deprivations culminated in the taking (with help from local
collaborators) of over a hundred hostages in the autumn of 1943, and transporting them on
open trucks; how the horrible news spread of the execution of 118 of them at Monodentri;
seeing the blood-‐‑splattered bodies passing underneath my window on Hosios Nikon Street
on their way to the cemetery; their burial directly across from my grandmother’s grave. I
remember Sparta gripped by fear, when I spent a week during the summer of 1946 next to the
Monodentri killing field where distant relatives kept their flocks; and fear of the junta in 1970
when I stopped at the neglected Monodentri monument to leave some flowers.
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33 Angeliki Petropoulou. The Spartan royal funeral in comparative perspective
The paper examines the religious nature and political significance of the honours granted to
Spartan kings on their death, which are then compared with similar Achaemenid practices.
We argue that all customs concerning compulsory mourning are exceptions in the context of
Classical Sparta, as are the ekphora and burial of a king’s image, a rite necessitated by the fact
that Leonidas’ body had been left exposed on the battlefield, rather than being repatriated
and buried in Sparta. We then show that, although parallels between Spartan and
Achaemenid compulsory mourning exist, the differences between the two are more
significant than the similarities.

-‐‑ -‐‑

34 Eleni Psychogiou. Mycenaean and modern rituals of death and resurrection: comparative
data based on a krater from Hagia Triada, Elis
The funeral representation on a Mycenaean krater from Palioboukovina in Elis contains
certain obscure, ambiguous elements, which make its interpretation difficult. This paper
attempts a new approach to the scene depicted, based on comparisons with modern magico-‐‑
religious practices regarding death and resurrection, which form crucial stages of the
symbolic cycle of time and vegetation. In conclusion it is suggested that the depiction on the
krater may not be a funeral scene but the pictorial representation of some seasonal ritual of
mourning for the death and rebirth of the god of vegetation, bed-‐‑fellow of the Great Mother-‐‑
Goddess.
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35 James Roy. Anyte of Tegea and the other dead
The brief epigram in verse is found from the archaic period onwards, originally most often on
inscriptions recording the dead on a tombstone or a dedication to a god. From the early
Hellenistic period the use of the epigram was expanded to cover a much wider range of
subjects. In this process of adaptation the sophisticated work of the Tegean poetess Anyte
made a significant and original contribution, which included funerary epigrams for young
unmarried women but extended also to epigrams for animals.

36 Yanis Saitas. Cemeteries and settlements of Mani in medieval and later periods: a second
contribution
This paper presents some aspects of an ongoing research documenting the network of
settlements and the corresponding cemeteries in the peninsula of Mani. Examples dating
from the middle ages are presented, but mainly post-‐‑Byzantine and modern cases are
discussed. Regional distribution, inner organization and the evolution of the cemeteries over
time are examined. The typology of the memorial structures of successive periods is under
documentation. The correspondence with the local community, patrilocal lineages and the
social status of the family of the dead is analyzed. The first contribution was presented in the
International Conference “Sparta and Laconia from prehistory to pre-‐‑modern”, Sparta 17-‐‑20
March 2005.

-‐‑

37 Nicholas Sekunda. IGV.1 1124. The dead of Geronthrai fallen at Mantineia
IG V.1 1124 from Geronthrai informs us that one Eualkes fell in the war at Mantineia. Since its
first publication this inscription has been associated with the first battle of Mantineia in 418.
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This causes problems as the perioikic contingents had not yet been incorporated into the
Lakedaimonian army as a whole, and were absent from the battle. In this paper I shall
propose that the inscription should be down-‐‑dated to 385, when the Lakedaimonian army,
now incorporating the perioikoi, forcibly intervened to prevent the synoikism of Mantineia.
Epigraphic parallels for the letter-‐‑forms will be offered.

IG. V.1 1124. o
IG. V

38 C. Nadia Seremetakis. Antiphony, ritual and the construction of truth
Based on my published ethnography on the Inner Mani, I will discuss the local way of
“honouring the dead” and I will explore the implications of the model of antiphony in today’s
society as well as in cultural studies.

39 Naya Sgouritsa. Remarks on the use of plaster in tholos tombs at Mycenae: hypotheses on
the origin of the painted decoration of tombs in mainland Greece
The existing evidence indicates that plaster was originally used in the joints of the masonry of
the dromos, façade and doorway of a few tholoi at Mycenae, especially in the constructions
made of poros blocks, for the purpose of waterproofing. Besides the structural requirements,
plaster was also used for decorative reasons. Tomb decoration, which is of several types,
appears rarely. The plastered (simple or coloured) and frescoed LH tholoi and chamber
tombs were located mainly in the Argolid and Boeotia. The decoration involved mostly the
façade, sometimes the doorway and, in only a few cases, the chamber. his practise, though
limited, could well have evolved as a special Helladic idea, arising from the need for
ostentation and claim for status, as there are no Minoan prototypes. Undoubtedly, they
belonged to the ruling class and the elite of the above regions.

Wace
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40 Georgios Steiris. Exemplary deaths in the Peloponnese: Plutarch’s study of death and its
revision by Georgius Trapezuntius Cretensis
This paper seeks first to explore the way Plutarch of Chaeronea (46-‐‑119 AD), the eminent
historian and philosopher of Middle Platonism, discussed exemplary deaths in the
Peloponnese in his Moralia. Plutarch’s references are indicative of his theory on death, which
is based on Greek philosophy. Secondly, this paper aims to present the attempt by Georgius
Trapezuntius Cretensis, the Greek scholar of the 15th century, to reinterpret Plutarch’s views
about exemplary deaths in the Peloponnese.

41 Anthi Theodorou-‐‑Mavrommatidi. A composite pendant in an EH I burial at the Apollon
Maleatas site in Epidauros: an attempt at a biography
Accompanying the EH I burial of a young woman from the precinct of the sanctuary of
Apollon Maleatas at Epidauros a necklace with a pendant was found. It is composed of an
ovoid plaque of schist, fish teeth attached to its surface and two shell-‐‑fragments which
framed the plaque on either side. This find raises a series of new research questions, from the
most straightforward and practical, such as the use and source of the fish bones, and the
technique of its construction, to the more complex, such as its significance as jewellery for the
dead and its aesthetic value in the context of Early Helladic culture.

42 Erika Weiberg. The invisible dead. The case of the Argolid and Corinthia during the Early
Bronze Age
The possibility of archaeologists finding the dead of any society is ultimately dependent on
the way in which groups of people in different cultures and times chose to handle the dead of
their communities. For the Argolid and Corinthia during the Early Bronze Age, the mortuary
record is very limited. How are we to interpret our failure to locate these Early Helladic
dead? This paper sets out to analyse this problem through a consideration of the existing
material and comparative Early Helladic data in the search of the missing majority and the
meaning of the present few.
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43 Theodora Zampaki. The burial customs for Alexander the Great in Arabic historiography
and the Alexander Romance
This paper aims at presenting a description and discussion of the burial customs as well as
the ceremony of the funeral of Alexander the Great as presented in the ‘Universal
histories’ of Arab historians and the surviving various versions of the Alexander Romance.
The Arabic narratives as well as those of the Alexander Romance demonstrate that the
preparation, laying out, mourning and lamenting, as well as the procession to the grave,
are the main parts of the funeral rites of Alexander’s burial. On the whole, the narratives
of the Arab historians reflect the infiltration of Greek ideas, beliefs and symbols into the
world of the East. But it is characteristic that the Arab historians emphasize the ethical and
moral elements of the various stories of Alexander’s death and burial.

-‐‑
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Preface

The Conference ‘Honouring the Dead in the Peloponnese’ took place in Sparta 23-‐‑25 April
2009. It reflected a wide range of recent academic research in the Arts and Humanities on
public and private commemoration. It is with great pleasure that we acknowledge the bodies
which contributed so generously to make the conference possible: first and foremost the
mayor and council of the city of Sparti, who showed unstinting support and generous
backing; the J. F. Costopoulos Foundation and the British Academy also provided generous
support and other participating organisations were the Pnevmatiki Estia of the Dimos Spartis
and the University of the Peloponnese. We wish to thank the Public Library of Sparti and
Mrs Eleni Tzinieri-‐‑Tzannetakou and the University of the Peloponnese for generously placing
their lecture halls at our disposal. We were particularly pleased that a number of exhibitions
and other cultural events were timed to coincide with the conference: 'ʹStudies on Laconia'ʹ.
Book exhibition organised by the Central Public Library of Sparti; ‘The Naval Battle of
Navarino: Multiple Readings. The Antonis Tantoulos Collection’ presented by the National
Gallery of Greece -‐‑ Annexe at Sparti and the General National Archives for the Prefecture of
Lakonia; ‘In Memory of Pericles Panteleakis’ art exhibition organised by the Pnevmatiki Estia
of Sparti; ‘Heroes of my Town’ competition open to the primary school pupils of Sparti.
Particular thanks are due to the individuals who helped organise the Conference, Dr
Chrysanthi Gallou and Dr Metaxia Papapostolou.

Following some popular media productions, the theme ‘Honouring the Dead’ has significant
current reverberations in popular culture, especially in Greece. Purposely held in Sparta, the
focal point of recent public attention, this conference sought to exploit such exceptional
current interest as a starting-‐‑point for a more broad-‐‑ranging exploration of the theme across
the Peloponnese from prehistory to the 21st century. The human responses to death and
burial are highly-‐‑charged with emotion and yet also formalised and bound by convention.
From the Iliad onwards these tensions have struck a note in Greek life, art and literature: the
lament, the memorial and the iconography of death, the address over those killed in war,
hero cult and the cult of relics, war monuments and literature.

Consequently, the aim of the conference was to bring together experts from a variety of
disciplines (Classicists, Byzantinists, ancient and modern historians, ethnographers,
archaeologists, art historians and social historians) to discuss a number of aspects where the
combination of their different contributions might open up new vistas.

The conference was focused on Sparta and the Peloponnese to reflect the interests of the
Centre for Spartan and Peloponnesian Studies, but also because that area offers a wealth of
relevant material, varying greatly in nature and extending over the chronological span of the
conference, from prehistory to the present, and thus allowed a range of different forms of
analysis. Our vision in organising the conference was of a perspective that brought together
in a single collage the insights of different disciplines across different times, in the hope that
each image would reflect on and give new meaning to the others. The opportunity of
publishing these papers allows us not only to present this picture to a wide readership, but



xxvi

also to achieve conjunctions and reflections which were not possible under the constraints of
conference organisation.

In this preface we hope to draw out the connections implicit in the different papers. A simple
review of the volume will immediately bring to mind the thematic interrelationships which
formed part of the structure of the original conference.

Heroization, Politics and Heroic Death ranges from the Bronze Age to the Late Byzantine period.
The term ‘hero’ can convey slightly different things, but touches on the semi-‐‑divine, ancestors
of a legendary past, doers of great deeds as well as having the modern connotations of
courage and daring. The prominence of heroes and their symbolic power can be traced
through the creation and manipulation of cultural icon, national ideal and political emblem.
Banou and Hitchcock explore this phenomenon through the ‘Lord of Vapheio’ on the basis of
the spectacular funerary gifts which mark the identity of the dynasty buried in the tomb as
closely linked with Minoan Crete. Konstantintidi-‐‑Syvridi and Paschalidis take a long
perspective in viewing the cult of the dead and hero worship at Mycenae, underlining the
landscape setting and how eloquently it spoke to visitors in the Classical and Hellenistic
periods of an heroic past. Pavlides explores the worship of the dead as heroes within the
settlement of Sparta, representing a local phenomenon closely bound up with the creation of
communal identity in the Archaic polis. Burton also reflects on the relationship between
divinity, the gods of the underworld and hero cult. The rediscovery of burials from the
Archaic period onwards contributed to a local, Spartan identity expressed through the
worship of “lesser” heroes. The contrasting histories of tomb and hero cult in Sparta versus
Messenia (initially subject to but then liberated from Spartan domination) nicely juxtapose
cases of the invention of both ‘official’ and purely local, small scale worship. Marantou takes
up the theme of hero cult with an Arcadian emphasis and through Pausanias’s image of the
past.

Other papers focus more closely on the Classical period, the celebration of the heroic dead.
How typical were the Spartans in their reactions to mortality? Were their attitudes to death
and their burial customs really as 'ʹother'ʹ, if not unique, as Xenophon, Plutarch -‐‑ and 'ʹThe 300'ʹ
-‐‑ make them out to be? Paradiso, Gengler and Petropoulou analyse closely the sources and
the presentation of exemplary death in Sparta. Again identity and self-‐‑image are pictured in
investigations of the insiders’ and outsiders’ views. Spartan royal funerals were exceptionally
extravagant, their conduct uniquely embedded in Spartan tradition. The war dead were also
commemorated exceptionally in Sparta. The 300 heroes of Thermopylae have been invented
and reinvented time and again. Paradiso looks to Herodotus, who was fascinated by their
celebrity and conducted his own into their names and actions. Gengler places the
festival of the Leonidea in the broader context of the transformation of Spartan traditions
during the Imperial period and in relation to the image of Spartan history in the literature of
that time. The war dead of Perioikic Geronthrai form the theme of Sekunda’s paper, while
honourable death as perhaps seen through the distorting glass of Roman revisionism is the
theme of Papapostolou’s article. Seneca’s version of Agamemnon’s death, as reported by
Paraskeviotis, also reveals subtle changes of emphasis from Classical Greek to Roman
Imperial perceptions. Later still, as Steiris explains, Plutarch’s treatment of exemplary deaths
in theMoralia, was interpreted and reinterpreted in the light of Middle Platonism, and later
Greek thought as exemplified in the writings of Georgios Trapezuntius and Gemistos
Plethon. Zampaki illustrates how traditions in the Arab historians about the funeral of
Alexander the Great relay on the one hand the narrative of events, but on the other put an
emphasis on the ethical and moral lessons.
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If in a negative way, the deliberate slighting of the dead is an acknowledgement of their
power -‐‑ the archaeological evidence for this treatment in late Mycenaean Achaia is assembled
by Papazoglou-‐‑Manioudaki. The emotive impact of one such atrocity in a much more modern
context is narrated by Petrakis.

Lament and Threnody. The moiroloyia, the extemporised Maniot laments of S Greece, are a
classic archetype of the dirge. Seremetakis sets the scene for this section, with Antiphony,
Ritual and the Construction of Truth examining the presentation of the individual and the
setting of the lament within the overall structure of the ritual. Katsoulakos, father and son,
then make their portrayal all the more vivid thanks to their unrivalled archive of examples of
moiroloyia, picking out, in particular, the historical and political context, on the one hand, and
the kin relationship between deceased and singer on the other. Psychogiou takes the
remarkable find of vase scenes depicting lamentation of the dead which have recently been
recovered from Mycenaean tombs in Elis, to bridge the gap between remote past and present
by confronting the similarities in the representation of ritual in past and present. The laying
out of the corpse (prothesis) is treated by Fragkopoulou in the unexpected context of votives
at Lakedaimonian sanctuaries. These popular themes are confronted with poetry of a more
consciously literary conceit: Roy sketches poems by the Hellenistic poetess Anyte of Tegea
including not only funerary epigrams for young maidens but extending also to the
commemoration of animals. Kakourou-‐‑Chroni turns to the modern poet Nikiforos Vrettakos,
tracing the development of his reflections on death from an early phase where he is
‘immersed in death’ to his late poetry transformed by his experiences of World War II where
‘death murders God’ but also ‘shines on the suffering world’.

The papers contemplatingMemorials, Monumentality and Memory range from the prehistoric
through historic periods to modern monuments. Marabea revisits the great tholos tomb at
Kambos, close to the Laconian-‐‑Messenian border, a newly monumentalised tomb type of the
early Mycenaean period. Papadimitriou considers a similar early part of the Mycenaean
period, but with an emphasis on the symbolism of entrances in the passage from life to death.
Sgouritsa also follows up the symbolism of the entrance and threshold rituals expressed
materially in the architecture of the great Mycenaean tombs. Kokorou-‐‑Alevra turns to the
Archaic period and funerary statuary in the Peloponnese, pointing to a major fault-‐‑line in the
memorialisation of the dead between the city states of the NE Peloponnese and the rest of the
region. She interprets the contrast as one grounded in the ideology of the Spartan state.
Karapanagiotou and Koursoumis investigate anew the curious ‘menhir’ from Levidi in
Arkadia, perhaps erected to mark the empty tomb of a king struck dead for his hubris.

The final theme of the conference looked to Burial, Identity and Representation, that is to say the
commemoration (not to say reinvention) of those who have died, through material culture
and iconography. The remote prehistory of this deeply human impulse is explored by
Georgiadis in his review of fragmentary patterns recorded in the Mesolithic and Neolithic
Peloponnese. Kossyva’s account of the Early Bronze Age cemetery at Delpriza, in the Argolid,
adds precious new evidence to the recent flurry of new discoveries from the period; still,
however, EBA burials are not well attested in the NE Peloponnese, a paradox explored by
Weinberg. Fox uses the vessels from the heroic Grave Circles at Mycenae to conjure an image
of feasting and drinking, which is then analysed to understand the status of feasting and
socio-‐‑political fluidity in the period; looking to the same time and context Mathioudaki takes
a different theoretical perspective of aesthetics and object biographies to consider the Early
Mycenaean pictorial vases. Drakaki extends the analysis by exploring the seals accompanying
high-‐‑status female burials of the Mycenaean epoch and Kalogeropoulos examines the
symbolic power of the iconography of Palatial Style amphoras of the early Mycenaean period.
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Tomb form and social message is the focus of the publication by Lambropoulos,
Moutzouridis and Nikolentzos of two recently-‐‑excavated cemeteries in Elis. Moschos
illustrates the other end of the Mycenaean epoch by examining social status and burial
practices during its final period after the collapse of the palaces; in a radically transformed
social and political world, the imagery and material expression used in the past is still
exploited, but exploited to tell a very different story. The interplay of communal, ethnic and
even linguistic identity with ritual practice lies at the heart of Luce’s analysis of Early Iron
Age grave types.

Dimakis takes the analysis later still in his review of individual and collective identity in
Argos of the Classical and Hellenistic periods. Grigorakakis presents new cemetery evidence
from the highly contested territory of the Thyreatis. Fritzilas looks to grave stelai of
Hellenistic and Roman date from Arkadia, and how they attempt to commemorate and
preserve the memory of the dead. Reinvented tradition and the concrete memorialisation of
the family make for a fascinating counterpoint in the papers of Gavala and Saitas on recent
historical monuments. Another aspect of the presentation of the dead is the use of jewellery to
sculpt the body, this is explored by Theodorou-‐‑Mavromatidi for the Early Bronze Age and
Louka for the Archaic period.

The argument which develops through this rich variety of illustration in no way underplays
the strong emotion evoked by death – indeed this precisely gives the ritual and the
symbolism their power, even though they are formalized and pressed into moulds of social
and political conformity. In the papers that follow, we note the play and counterplay of
political manipulation, the idealization of the dead and its use to model civic and moral
virtue, the importance of ancestors and ancestry as symbols of identity and belonging, as well
as display and conspicuous consumption and its dialectic between the community and the
(family) group.

The range of different approaches and of different types of material does not allow any single
theoretical viewpoint to dominate the contributions. Instead we have a mosaic of studies
exploring in different ways how death was memorialised, and how the process reflected
social aspirations of those who created the memorials, or sought to exploit the management
of death for social or political purposes. Though all are drawn from the relatively limited
area of the Peloponnese, the wealth of material offered by the Peloponnese means that the
volume illustrates the issues currently being addressed in the study of death and the dead in
the Greek world.

WGC
JR



CHAPTER 13

THE SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE OF
PALATIAL JARS AS GRAVE OFFERINGS

KONSTANTINOS KALOGEROPOULOS

INTRODUCTION

Among the most impressive vases of early Mycenaean culture are the so-‐‑called
palatial jars. Palatial jars are monumental ovoid vases with apparent Minoan
influences, all of slightly different sizes, ranging from about 0.35 m to 1.00 m in
height and decorated with sophisticated decorative patterns.1

The greatest number of palatial jars comes from southern Mainland Greece.
The distribution map shows their extremely widespread use in the LH II period.
More than 214 examples from 32 sites are known up to now (FIG. 1). As is widely
understood, the use of palatial jars did not represent a normal burial custom of an
early Mycenaean community. The context of these palatial jars, deriving mainly
from tholos tombs or rich chamber tombs, suggests a rather special relationship
between these jars and the early Mycenaean elite. On the other hand, palatial jars
do not appear in the tholos tombs of the subsequent Mycenaean palatial period.
This can be inferred, for example, from the unlooted tholos tomb at Menidi, built
in the LH IIIA2–IIIB1 period.2 This impression has been strengthened in the last
decade with the discovery of two important early Mycenaean Peloponnesian
tholos tombs, which contained palatial jars: the great tholos tomb of
Magoula/Galatas in Troizenia, opposite the island of Poros,3 and the tholos from
ancient Corinth.4

However, a glance at the map of the Greek Mainland reveals another
phenomenon: these vases were popular in the southern and north-‐‑eastern
Peloponnese, in Attica and in southern Boeotia. But the offering of palatial jars
does not seem to have been adopted as a custom by every local Peloponnesian
elite during the early Mycenaean period. For example, their use is not evident in
Achaea, in Elis or northern Arcadia, although rich early Mycenaean contexts are

1 Kalogeropoulos 1998, 85–179.
2 Furtwängler 1880, 48; on the date, see Mountjoy 1999, 485, 488.
3 Konsolaki-‐‑Yannopoulou 2003, 171 fig. 45 below.
4 Kasimi (forthcoming).
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known from Achaea, for example Tholos tomb B at Rodia5 or the early
Mycenaean tumuli at Portes.6

These large jars were circulated widely in the central and eastern
Mediterranean. They are known from Kommos in Crete,7 Phylakopi on Melos,8
Miletus in Asia Minor,9 Amman in Jordan,10 but also from Rocavecchia in
southern Italy.11

Were these vases simply elegant objects with artistic designs, intended to
accompany the local ruler and his family with a rich display of skill and creativity

5 Papadopoulos 1998, 8 no. 30 pl. 4 (LH II prestigious dagger with inlaid decoration in gold, silver
and niello depicting dolphins).
6 Moschos 2000, 13–15.
7 Rutter 2006, 494–5 group 47/21 pls. 3.53 (47/21) and 3.91 (f).
8 Mountjoy & Pointing 2000, 148 nos. 2–3 fig. 2.
9 Kalogeropoulos 2005, 394–5 pl. 87, c.
10 Kalogeropoulos 2005, 395–7 pl. 88, a.
11 Jung 2006, 95–6 fig. 9 no. 1 pl. 3, 2.

FIG. 1. Distribution of palatial jars in the Greek Mainland. The numbered
sites are listed in the Appendix.
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as examples of ‘conspicuous consumption’?12 And since palatial jars are also
found in comparable early Mycenaean settlement contexts, such as the ‘pre-‐‑
Mansion 1 complex’ at the Menelaion,13 were they mere art-‐‑objects, used equally
in life and death, in both cases for self-‐‑representation? Or, looking at the question
from another perspective, were these vases used during sacrificial ceremonies
within the tomb?

The first possibility has been favoured by scholarship. Palatial jars were
appreciated from an art historical point of view as sophisticated aesthetic
constructs.

It is the aim of the present paper to suggest that a close study of the design
of the palatial jars supports the second position, namely that they were used
during sacrificial ceremonies within the tomb. These vases can therefore also be
seen as particularly relevant to a larger discourse on how to understand
decoration in early Mycenaean Greece and how to define its purpose in a specific
context – here in a funerary, aristocratic one.

TERMINOLOGY, CHRONOLOGY AND CONTEXT

Before turning to these problems a brief note on matters of terminology,
chronology and funerary context:

The term ‘palatial jars’ was coined by Oliver Dickinson in 1972 in an
important article, where he defined LH IIA and LH IIB on the basis of the
sequence on the East Alley Pit in the coastal site Korakou in the Corinthia.14
Dickinson gave this name to this category of vase in order to accentuate the
independent character of mainland palatial jars, which until then were confused
with the LM II–LM IIIA ‘palace-‐‑style jars’, a term established by Arthur Evans
and referring to the monumental vases found mainly in the palace of Knossos
and its vicinity.15 Palatial jars were earlier than palace-‐‑style jars.16 They had a
different style17 and a different context,18 although in many cases the same artistic
concept.19 But Dickinson went further: he also observed that the earliest palatial
jars were not dependent on LM IB fine pottery but rather on LH I and LM IA and
that there was also a predominance of plant motifs unknown in LM IB.20

12 Cavanagh 2008, 337–8.
13 Catling 2009, 449.
14 Dickinson 1972, 108
15 Evans 1935, 298.
16 Niemeier 1985, fig. 65 on p. 189.
17 Kalogeropoulos 2001, 201–2 note 44.
18 On the context of the palatial jars see Kalogeropoulos 1998, 174–8; on the context of the palace-‐‑
style jars see Niemeier 1985, 141–71. On the religious function of the palace style jars see Evans
1935, 299; Hiller 1995, 571; Egan 2009, 68.
19 Compare for example Kalogeropoulos 2001, fig. 2 (Kandia) with fig. 3 (Knossos).
20 Dickinson 1972, 108–10.
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Although LH IIA seems to have been a long phase covering most of the 15th
century BC,21 a subdivision of LH IIA into an early and late phase is, for the time
being, not possible. The only settlement context indicating a subdivision of LH
IIA is that of Ayia Irini on Kea. In an article published in 1984 Elizabeth Schofield
divided phase VII, which means primarily LH IIA, of Ayia Irini into an early
(VIIa) and a late (VIIb) phase.22 According to Schofield, two decorative elements
dominate in the deposits of VIIa: the use of spots or dots, especially as a dotted
background, and the double axe.23 These are the same motifs that occur on some
of the palatial jars from Epano Phournos in Mycenae, which Dickinson
interpreted as early and independent of LM IB influence.24 But these motifs were
also present, according to Schofield, in Ayia Irini VIIb (=early LH IIB)25; therefore,
a detailed chronology of the palatial jars based on stratigraphical data is still
required. At present it is safer to conclude that the development of the designs on
the palatial jars appears simply to have spanned the entire LH II.

Palatial jars seem to have been placed within the chambers of tholoi or in
chamber tombs. The tholos tomb of Aegisthos in Mycenae had 22 of them, tholos
tomb A in Kakovatos at least 18, the Epano Phournos tomb in Mycenae 10.26
There is no evidence of lids, suggesting that the jars were perhaps simply
deposited in the tombs as open vases. The opinion that they contained wine,
honey or oil, expressed in earlier publications, is not convincing, especially since
there is no evidence for it and the proposition is always explained on the basis of
the later Homeric epic poetry.27

Due to the looted conditions and therefore disturbed contexts of early
Mycenaean tombs, it is not possible to reconstruct each funerary context.
Nevertheless, there are at least two indications that these jars were used as burial
jars: the burial jar in Tholos V at Ano Englianos/Pylos (so-‐‑called ‘Grave Circle’)
(FIG. 2),28 and the recently found palatial jars from the tholos in ancient Corinth.29
In both cases the bones of adults were found within the jars. Smaller vases were
also placed inside them, maybe as minor gifts or remains of libations. The jars
were in both cases placed within a pit. Furthermore, in many other cases, like in

21 According to Warren & Hankey 1989, 137–46 LH IIA lasted from ca. 1510/00 to 1440 BC.
22 Schofield 1984; there is also a latest stage within Ayia Irini phase VII (‘VIIc’), which according to
Hershenson 1998, 163–5 represents a later stage within LH IIB.
23 Schofield 1984, 180.
24 Dickinson 1972, 108.
25 Schofield 1984, 181.
26 Kalogeropoulos 1998, 98–101 (tomb of Epano Phournos), 101–5 (tomb of Aegisthos), 128–35
(tholos tomb A of Kakovatos)
27 Kalogeropoulos 1998, 176 note 950.
28 Taylour 1973, 150, 166 no. 30 fig. 233 no. 4, a–c (the palatial jar), fig. 210 (in situ position of the
palatial jar within pit 3), fig. 214 (skull wedged into base of the palatial jar), fig. 327 (plan I,
position of burial jar within burial pit 3).
29 Kasimi (forthcoming).
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tholos A of Kakovatos,30 human bones were normally found near the jars,
suggesting that these vases played an important role in the burial context. On the
other hand, taking into account the dimensions of the jars, it is difficult to
imagine that the body of the dead person was deposited directly inside the jar.
The mending of the burial jar in Ano Englianos/Pylos by means of lead clamps31
suggests perhaps that the jars were re-‐‑used over the years as bone repositories.
Were smaller versions used for young children?

Such evidence establishes unequivocally a link not only with the well-‐‑
known Middle Helladic custom of burying the dead within ovoid pithoi,32 but
also with the specific east Cretan burial custom of the Neopalatial period (MM
III–LM I), of burying prominent deceased members of their communities in

30 Müller 1909, 325.
31 Taylour 1973, 150, 166.
32 Cavanagh & Mee 1998, 26, 38.

FIG. 2. Ano Englianos/Pylos, Tholos V (so-‐‑called Grave Circle), plan I,
position of burial jar within burial pit 3. Drawing after Taylour 1973, fig.
327: Courtesy of the Department of Classics, University of Cincinnati.
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painted jars.33 The latter was common practice especially in sites situated around
the gulf of Mirabello. That the custom was not used in contemporary burial
contexts in the western and central part of Crete is most apparent from the well-‐‑
known Neopalatial cemetery of Poros, the harbour town of Knossos, where the
custom of depositing painted jars is absent.34

THE SYMBOL SYSTEM OF THE PALATIAL JARS

According to Nelson Goodman, a symbol system or a notational system, is divided
into syntax and semantics. The syntax consists of symbol or notational schemes, i.e.,
of atomic characters, with modes to combine them into new, compound characters,
associated with a field or frame of reference.35

In the case of the palatial jars, the symbol or notational scheme consists of
the motifs (atomic characters in Goodman’s sense), as they were defined by Arne
Furumark, for example “grass or reed” (FM 16),36 “rosette” (FM 17),) “cross” (FM
54:4), etc.—as well as compound characters such as “palm” (FM 14:4–5), “zigzag”
(FM 61:7) with “double axe” (FM 35:3) or various forms of “spirals” (e.g. FM
46:1).

Each scheme is governed by syntactical modes determining how
motifs/characters37 are combined (here named ways of representation of an idea or
simply groups). At this level we are still dealing with the “morphology of
design”.38

Semantics is the meaning or denotation in Goodman’s sense39. Characters
(here ‘motifs’) have meaning, i.e. they are “independent of resemblance”40 and

33 The overwhelming majority of the inhabitants of eastern Cretan Neopalatial communities, like
those corresponding to the jar burial – cemeteries of Sphoungaras and Pachyammos, were buried
in simple storage-‐‑type jars, which were either undecorated or decorated with the well-‐‑known drip
pattern and were accompanied by few or no funerary offerings (Hall 1912, 62; Seager 1916, 14–15).
Only a very small percentage of the dead were buried in very finely decorated burial jars. The
remarkable quality of the designs of these jars is a feature of elaboration and therefore, as already
observed by the excavator Edith Hall in the case of Sphoungaras (probably the burial place for the
inhabitants of Gournia), it should serve as an indicator of higher social and economic status: “It
seems strange that jars with such perishable decoration … should have been used for insertion in
the ground. Yet we can imagine that these delicate patterns would have shown up well in a
funeral procession and that the beauty of the vase would have been a source of pride to a
prosperous citizen of Gournia” (Hall 1912, 65).
34 Dimopoulou 1999, 28: “the absence of … large clay vessels is rather attributable to the applied
burial practices”.
35 Goodman 1976, 131–42.
36 ‘FM’ is the standard abbreviation for Furumark Motif Number and ‘FS’ for Furumark Shape
Number, see Furumark 1941.
37 Goodman 1976, 142.
38 Shepard 1980, 267.
39 Goodman 1976, 3–6. Shepard 1980, 259 speaks of the “connotative” aspects of design.
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stand for items in the field of reference. At this level schemes constitute an
independent artistic concept with a distinctive contextual significance, a visual
idea in Lyvia Morgan’s sense.41

SYNTAX

Based on a corpus of more than 200 vases I have identified seven syntactic
schemes:42

Scheme 1: the vertical syntax;
scheme 2: the horizontal syntax;
scheme 3: the radial syntax;
scheme 4: the diagonal syntax;
scheme 5: the “unity decoration” system;
scheme 6: the Ephyraean syntax; and
scheme 7: the system with the main decoration confined to the upper half of the
vase.

Iconographically each scheme can be divided into several groups.

Scheme 2

I will begin with scheme 2, which, with ca. 56 secure examples (ca. 27% of the
total corpus), seems to be the most popular syntax. Scheme 2 is the scheme of
horizontal bands. The following five different ways of representing the same, basic
idea can be separated, five different ways (here named ‘groups’) that draw their
ideas from different artistic sources.

Scheme 2, group 1: The ‘LH I way’, a rather tectonic syntax which
accentuates the structural parts of the vases, especially the belly and the shoulder
(FIG. 3). The motifs dominating here are the running spiral (FM 46:28) and the
linked spiral, but also the ivy (FM 12: p, s).

40 Goodman 1976, 5.
41 Morgan 1984, 165, 174.
42 Kalogeropoulos 1998, 159–74.
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FIG. 3. Scheme 2, group 1. Palatial
Jar from Mycenae, Grave Circle A,
Grave V. Photograph: Courtesy of
the National Archaeological
Museum, Athens.

FIG. 4 Scheme 2, group 2.
Palatial Jar from Kakovatos,
Tholos A. Photograph:
Courtesy of Prof. G. S.
Korres.

FIG. 5 Scheme 2, group 2.
Palatial Jar from Analipsis,
Tholos. Photograph:
Courtesy of the
Archaeological Society at
Athens.

FIG. 6 Scheme 2, group 2.
Palatial Jar from Mycenae,
Grave Circle B, Grave Rho.
Photograph by the author:
Courtesy of the Archaeological
Society at Athens.
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FIG. 7 Scheme 2, group 2. Palatial Jar
from Kakovatos, Tholos A.
Photograph: Courtesy of the Deutsches
Archäologisches Institut, Athen.

FIG. 8 Scheme 2, group 2.
Palatial Jar from Thorikos,
Tholos. Drawing after Stais 1895,
pl. 11 no.2, Courtesy of the
Archaeological Society at
Athens.

FIG. 9 Scheme 2, group 2.
Palatial Jar from Tragana:
Viglitsa, Tholos 1.
Photograph: Courtesy of
Prof. G. S. Korres.

FIG. 10 Scheme 2, group 3.
Palatial Jar from Kakovatos,
Tholos A. Photograph:
Courtesy of the Deutsches
Archäologisches Institut,
Athen.
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Scheme 2, group 2: The ‘LM IB inspired way’ or the way of the ‘pseudo-‐‑
Minoan class’ as defined by Penelope Mountjoy.43 As far as shape and motifs are
concerned, these vases closely imitate the LM IB originals, like the motifs of spiral
bands above arcade pattern FM 46:1 (FIG. 4), pendants FM 38:1 (FIG. 5), rock
pattern FM 32 (FIG. 6), ogival canopy FM 13:1–2 (FIG. 7), zigzag FM 61:7 with
double axe FM 35:3 (FIG. 8) and ivy FM 12: 30 (FIG. 9). However, corresponding
pieces from Crete make extensive use of this group, not on jars but on rhyta.44

Scheme 2, group 3: The ‘LH IIA version’, which depicts large ivy (FM 12: r, t,
u), horizontally arranged on a dotted background (FM 76:1) (FIG. 10).

Scheme 2, group 4: A non-‐‑standard LM IB version, showing zones of spirals
alternating with a row of papyrus-‐‑waz motifs (FM 11:3).45

Scheme 2, group 5: The eastern Cretan ‘standard tradition’ version as
defined by Philip Betancourt.46 Below a main zone at the height of the shoulder
decorated with ivy or circles (Furumark’s “variegated stone patterns” [FM 76:2])
running spirals alternate with other similar motifs (FIG. 11).47

Scheme 3

The second most popular scheme is my scheme 3, with ca. 28 secure examples,
some 14% of the total. Scheme 3 is the scheme of radially arranged motifs. Four
different images can be separated:

1) radially arranged papyri FM 11:1, 23–28, 44 (FIG. 12);
2) radially arranged palms FM 14:1–2, 9, a–b, d, f (FIG. 13);
3) radially arranged papyrus-‐‑waz motifs FM 11:1 (FIG. 14);
4) radially arranged octopus FM 21:1 (FIG. 15).

43 Mountjoy 1999, 21; Mountjoy 2008, 476 note 4.
44 E.g. Koehl 2006, 108 no. 238 fig. 10 pl. 19 (Gournia), 167 no. 660 fig. 30 pl. 42 (Palaikastro), 167
no. 663 fig. 30 (Palaikastro).
45 Kalogeropoulos 1998, 109 pl. 35 (‘Mykene 51’).
46 Betancourt 1985, 137–9.
47 Kalogeropoulos 1998, 167–8 pl. 36.
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FIG. 11 Scheme 2, group 5.
Palatial Jar from Kakovatos,
Tholos A. Drawing after Müller
1909, fig. 16 no. 21.

FIG. 12 Scheme 3. Palatial Jar
from Kakovatos, Tholos A.
Photograph: Courtesy of the
Deutsches Archäologisches
Institut, Athen.

FIG. 13 Scheme 3. Palatial
Jar from Kakovatos, Tholos
A. Photograph: Courtesy of
Prof. G. S. Korres.

FIG. 14 Scheme 3. Palatial Jar
from Tragana: Viglitsa, Tholos 1.
Photograph: Courtesy of Prof. G.
S. Korres and the Archaeological
Society at Athens.
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FIG. 18 Palatial Jar from Mycenae
showing combination of pendants
and marine rock vegetation.

FIG. 17 Scheme 1. Palatial Jar from
Kakovatos, Tholos A. Photograph:
Courtesy of the Deutsches
Archäologisches Institut, Athen.

FIG. 16 Scheme 1. Palatial Jar
from Ano Englianos/Pylos, so-‐‑
called Grave Circle (Tholos V).
Photograph: Courtesy of Prof. G.
S. Korres.

FIG. 15 Scheme 3. Palatial Jar
from Routsi, Tholos 2.
Photograph: Courtesy of Prof. G.
S. Korres and the Archaeological
Society at Athens.
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Scheme 1

The third most popular scheme is my scheme 1 with a total of 18 secure
examples. Scheme 1 is the scheme of vertical plants. Three different plant images
can be separated:

First, the vertically arranged ivy leaves FM 12:j–l, n (FIG. 16). This
decorative scheme forms a very interesting group. It shows an artistic concept
unknown in Cretan pottery at that period. Second, vertically arranged racket
motifs FM 63:10, mirrored along the central, vertical axis (FIG. 17) and third,
vertical palm trees FM 14:1, a–b, d.48

SEMANTICS

Scheme 2

All five groups of the palatial jars of scheme 2 have horizontal ornamental bands
that run round the vessels, giving the impression of endless movement. This
impression becomes more emphasized by the use of a wavy-‐‑line decoration on
the neck (FIGS 4–5).

Let us take a closer look at these groups:
The LM IB-‐‑inspired way (scheme 2, group 2) favours Furumarkian motifs

like pendants FM 38:1 (FIG. 5), rock pattern FM 32 (FIG. 6), ogival canopy FM
13:1–2 (FIG. 7), running spiral FM 46:1 (FIG. 4), zigzag pattern FM 61:7 (FIG. 8)
and ivy FM 12:a, p, t, x, z, 8, 30 (FIG. 9).49 All motifs seem to symbolize water. As
already suggested by Morgan, the motif of the pendants FM 38:1, as it appears on
the example in the tholos of Analipsis (FIG. 5), has a purely nautical context.50 It
occurs on a palatial jar from Grave Rho at Mycenae decorated with marine rock
vegetation and with a scale pattern indicating the sea element (FIG. 18).51 This
same connotation is used in LM IB. On Crete it appears on the well-‐‑known jar
from Tylissos, arranged in alternate zones with the marine trefoil, a marine rock
vegetation.52 The Tylissos jar was found in the pillar crypt of house A at Tylissos,
a magazine with a shrine above it, and has been plausibly interpreted by
Mountjoy as shrine furniture.53

48 Kalogeropoulos 1998, pl. 25, a (‘Asine 3’) and b (‘Argos 3’).
49 Kalogeropoulos 1998, 165.
50 Morgan 1984, 166.
51 Morgan 1984, 171 note 7.
52 Morgan 1984, fig. 1, b; Mountjoy 1984, 196 pl. 21, f; Müller 1997, 350 pl. 35.
53 Mountjoy 1985, 235 fig. 1.7.
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The horizontal zigzag lines on a jar from Thorikos (FIG. 8) are similar to the
symbol for water on Egyptian wall paintings.54 The double axe here can be
interpreted as a cult symbol rather than a cult implement symbolizing sacrifice.

The rock-‐‑like motif decorating a jar from grave Rho in Mycenae (FIG. 6) has
been named ‘Rock pattern’ FM 32 by Furumark,55 but its association on a jar from
Pellana with the marine motif trefoil56 suggests that it should rather be
understood as the rocky ground line in a marine composition.

The role of the spiral as a symbol for political authority and royal power has
recently been emphasized by Stefan Hiller.57 However, as Morgan58 and Vance
Watrous59 have shown, in several cases spirals appear in conjunction with sea
motifs or water. In the case of the palatial jars, this seems to be the case, since at
least in one instance spirals are used in the same manner as the wavy line, the
standard symbol for water.60 The spirals on a palatial jar from Asine occupy the
same position as the wavy line does in almost all the other cases.61 It seems,
therefore, that the running spirals on the palatial jars were not simply decorative
but symbolic of water.

In the case of a palatial jar from Tragana small rows of ivy run along the
vase in horizontal bands, while below and above each band a chain of dotted
waves is depicted (FIG. 9). The whole image resembles small fish swimming over
the waves and is accentuated on the sides with figure-‐‑of-‐‑eight shields (FIG. 19).
The movement of running ivy clearly has a religious connotation through the
presence of the shields.62

Ogival canopy (FIG. 7), the last popular motif of this group, should perhaps
be seen in the same context.

The movement of water is clearly represented in the exceptional jar from
Mycenae with wave-‐‑like snail spirals and rows of oblique papyrus-‐‑waz motifs
(scheme 2, group 4). The same should apply to the jars of the LH I (scheme 2,
group 1) and east Cretan style (scheme 2, group 5), which have good parallels
from the cemetery of Sphoungaras (FIG. 20).63

The LH IIA version (scheme 2, group 3), the interpretation of whose image
forms probably the most important remaining uncertainty, also seems to
represent the motion of seawater (FIG. 10). The ivy reflects the rhythmical

54 Lurker 1964, 20 fig. 3, top; Hiller 2003, 75 fig. 89.
55 Furumark 1941, 322–5 fig. 54.
56 Spyropoulos 1998, 31 fig. 2.11.
57 Hiller 2005.
58 Morgan 1987, 187–9.
59 Watrous 1991, 289–90.
60 Morgan 1984, 172–3 fig. 4, c.
61 Kalogeropoulos 1998, pl. 44, a (‘Asine 4’).
62 On the ritual association of the figure-‐‑of-‐‑eight shield see Danielidou 1998, 82–101; especially on
the palace style jars from Knossos see also Hiller 1995, 570.
63 Hall 1912, 66 fig. 37.
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movement of water, which seems to be represented by the dotted background.
The real significance of large ivy leaves in a funerary context is best shown by a
jar from Prosymna, which shows strong wavy lines beneath the dotted
background (FIG. 21). It is again the movement of water that is implied here.64

Scheme 3

64 It is clear from the above that in the case of the symbol system of the palatial jars’ denotation has
many symbols, suggesting that the system was redundant in Goodman’s sense (Goodman 1976,
151, 159).

FIG. 22 Communion Cup from
Thera, Akrotiri. Photograph
after Marthari 2008, 381 fig. 37,
Courtesy of the Archaeological
Society at Athens.

FIG. 21 Palatial Jar from Prosymna,
Chamber tomb 26, showing wavy lines
beneath the dotted background.
Photograph: Courtesy of the National
Archaeological Museum, Athens.

FIG. 19 Palatial Jar from Tragana
decorated with eight-‐‑figured
shields. Photograph: Courtesy of
Prof. G. S. Korres.

FIG. 20 LM IB painted burial jar
from Sphoungaras, Eastern
Crete. Drawing after Hall 1912,
66 fig. 37.
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The first three images (FIGS 12–14) seem to follow the same pattern. These
images apparently represent an exotic land. It is interesting that the exotic images
are shown beyond a body of water, since double and triple wavy lines (the
abstracted sign of water) appear at the bottom or in the background of the scenes.
Vertical double and triple wavy lines also seem to indicate water.

The religious character of the image with the radially arranged palm-‐‑trees is
at least secure since it appears in exactly the same way on a conical rhyton from
Pylos65 and perhaps, more interestingly, on the Punt reliefs in the funerary temple
of Hatsepsut at Deir el Bahari.66 Religious connotation could also be claimed for
the radially arranged papyri (FIG. 12), which are always connected with
rosettes67, even if one does not accept Spyridon Marinatos’ idea that the
symbolism of the scene recalls the Egyptian text ‘numerous years of joyful life’.68

The octopus is the most popular sea creature for decorating palatial jars
(FIG. 15). An important motif, extending in four directions, the octopus occupies
one side of the jar by itself. It always has large eyes and symmetrical tentacles set
emblematically.

What is the common element that connects all four images? Following a
rather neglected line of thought developed by Evans and reactivated in recent
decades especially by Hiller in the case of the palace style of Knossos69 and by
Watrous in the case of the Late Minoan painted larnakes70, I think that the idea
behind such images could be something like ‘a land of regeneration’ and thus a
form of immortality. This applies at least to the image of palm trees, which in the
communis opinio of Aegean scholarship are always associated with life and the
defeat of death,71 as well as to the octopus, which has the ability to regenerate
itself.72

Scheme 1

Here, the common idea of the vertically represented vegetation is the image of
the sacred tree.73 Since the meaning of the ivy spray and the palm tree is more or

65 Donovan 1973, fig. 249 no. 26; Koehl 2006, 154 no. 567 fig. 22 pl. 37.
66 Shaw 2000, 273–5 pl. 23 (composition on the south wall: men carrying trees).
67 Hiller 2000.
68 Marinatos 1951.
69 Hiller 1995, 563–6 (paintings of papyrus-‐‑landscapes on palace style vases as indicative of the
Elysian Fields).
70 Watrous 1991, 296–305 (paintings of papyri and palms on Late Minoan larnakes as
representations of the Afterworld, as a ‘blossoming land of springtime’ [ibid. p. 305]); see also
Rethemiotakis 1995, 180–1.
71 Morgan 1988, 28; Gallou 2005, 51.
72 Gallou 2005, 49 notes 488–9 (references).
73 Morgan 1987, 186.
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less obvious, I will concentrate on the racket tree. The fact that the image of the
tree was sacred during the Aegean LB I period is clearly shown on a communion
cup (FIG. 22),74 a well-‐‑known Neopalatial ritual drinking cup, and on a
cylindrical rhyton (FIG. 23)75 from Akrotiri on Thera. Both vases have a definitely
religious connotation. Since the eruption of Santorini and the painting of these
vases should not be more than a generation apart (if any), I suggest that the
painters of the racket tree on the palatial jars are likely to have seen the Theran
paintings. The theme of the sacred tree was monumentalized and the details of
the leaves were changed to the very popular early Mycenaean ‘hatched loop’
motif (FM 63).76

Scheme 5

The last scheme under discussion is my scheme 5, the Unity Decoration system. As the
name implies, every motif or group of motifs is arranged in a manner that appears to
form a whole. Quatrefoils,77 ‘hatched loop’ rosettes,78 octopus FM 21, argonaut FM 22:2,

74 Marthari 2008, 381 fig. 37.
75 Koehl 2006, 209 no. 1096 fig. 40, pl. 50; Marthari 2008, 381 fig. 38.
76 Furumark 1941, 394–6 fig. 69 no. 63.
77 Kalogeropoulos 1998, pl. 44, a (‘Asine 4’).
78 Kalogeropoulos 1998, pl. 44, c–d (‚Koukounara 3’).

FIG. 24 Scheme 5. Palatial Jar
from Koukounara, Tholos.
Photograph: Courtesy of
Prof. G. S. Korres and the
Archaeological Society at
Athens.

FIG. 23 Cylindrical rhyton from
Thera, Akrotiri. Photograph
after Marthari 2008, 381 fig. 38,
a, Courtesy of the
Archaeological Society at
Athens.
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reeds FM 16 and the cross FM 54:4 (FIG. 24) are the most important motifs. I think that
here again we have the concept of water. The only motif which does not have a clear
connotation of water is the cross (FIG. 24). However, this same motif appears in
combination with argonauts on a LH IIA bowl (FS 248) from Mycenae79 (FIGS 25–26).

A SYSTEM OF BELIEFS ADAPTED FROM EASTERN CRETE?

Using the method of contextual association with each motif, a system of beliefs can now
be traced, which was previously unknown for the early Mycenaean elite. It seems to
comprise a land of regeneration and immortality and the journey of the soul to an exotic
land. This idea connects the early Mycenaean rulers with the rulers of the previous
period, as it is evidenced, for example, by the golden face-‐‑masks of the Shaft Graves.80
However, the movement of water (especially seawater) seems to have been of immense
importance, particularly since these jars were found in connection with human bones. It
is therefore not improbable that the early Mycenaean elite social groups thought of the
soul’s journey as a journey across the seas. Neopalatial painted burial jars from the area
of the gulf of Mirabello seem to emphasize similar religious ideas in the same manner,
as can be demonstrated by a MM III pithos from Mochlos with wavy spirals and
impressed double axes (FIG. 27),81 recalling the Thorikos palatial jar (FIG. 8) and a MM
III/LM I octopus jar from Pachyammos (FIG. 28),82 as well as the whole series of octopus
jars (FIG. 15). Furthermore, since Middle Helladic burial pithoi – with the exception of

79 Karo 1930/33, pl. 168 no. 197; Mountjoy 1999, 95 no. 64 fig. 15.
80 Hiller 1994–95, 17 note 59.
81 Seager 1912, 88 fig. 51; compare also Watrous 1991, 305 note 16.
82 Seager 1916, 21 pl. XIII below, no. XI, b. In the case of the Pachyammos jars it is difficult to
separate MM III from LM I, see Niemeier 1985, 184 note 1424.

FIG. 26. Bowl FS 248 from
Mycenae. Interior decoration
with argonauts. Drawing after
Furtwängler & Loeschcke 1879,
pl. III no. 12, Courtesy of the
Deutsches Archäologisches
Institut, Athen.

FIG. 25. Bowl FS 248 from
Mycenae. Interior decoration
with argonauts. Drawing after
Furtwängler & Loeschcke 1879,
pl. III no. 12, Courtesy of the
Deutsches Archäologisches
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Messenia –83 were intended mainly for child burials,84 it is more probable that the
background for this custom was formed in east Crete. The east Cretan jars from
Kakovatos (FIG. 11) show perhaps where this custom originated.

This transfer of an east Cretan religious burial rite for the elite took place some time
during the end of LH I to very early LH IIA, that is, immediately after the eruption of
Santorini, when Minoan dominance of the Aegean apparently lost its hold,85 and it
coincides with the general picture of the dynamic consolidation of old (e.g. at Ano
Englianos/Pylos, Peristeria, Mycenae, Argos, Asine)86 and new (e. g. at Analipsis,
Pellana, Vapheio) local leaders in the southern Greek Mainland.87 LH IIA saw a
renaissance of elite display at several centres which had functioned as secondary sites
during the Shaft Grave period, such as Analipsis88 and the Menelaion.89 Many ambitious
small kings or chiefs interacted within a very fragmented political landscape. The desire
for immortality, as reflected in the palatial burial jars, could be seen as an important part
of the growing ideological needs of these LH IIA elite groups.

83 References in Boyd 2002, 80–2.
84 Demakopoulou 1975, 26.
85 Mountjoy & Pointing 2000, 184; Mountjoy 2008, 470.
86 Wright 2008, 241, 245.
87 According to Wright 2008, 238 “by LH II the stratification of the society was complete”; on the
importance of LH II for the formation of the Mycenaean palatial system see ibid. 252.
88 Analipsis was inhabited in the Shaft Grave period; however the impressive tholos tomb of the
site was built in LH IIA (Kalogeropoulos 1998, 180).
89 The Menelaion was settled during MH II and MH III (Catling 2009, 461) but the site became
important only in LH IIA as indicated by the presence of numerous palatial jars (ibid. 337–8). The
architecturally interesting Mansion I was built later, in LH IIB (ibid. 448–50).

FIG. 27. MM III painted burial jar from
Mochlos, Eastern Crete. Photograph after
Seager 1912, 88 fig. 51.

FIG. 28. MM III/LM I painted burial jar from
Pachyammos, Eastern Crete. Photograph
after Seager 1916, 21 pl. XIII below, no. XI, b.
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CONCLUSION

From the above, we may come to the following conclusions:

1) Palatial jars in burial contexts are a phenomenon of the LH II phase
connected with elite social groups. Palatial jars do not appear in tholos tombs of
the Mycenaean palatial period.

2) The distribution map shows a gap in the north-‐‑western and northern
Peloponnese. This could partly reflect differences in religious customs among
different regions in the Peloponnese.

3) Although the context of most of the early Mycenaean elite tombs is
disturbed, it is clear from at least two undisturbed Peloponnesian contexts (the
so-‐‑called Grave Circle at Ano Englianos/Pylos and the tholos tomb at ancient
Corinth) that palatial jars were used as burial jars for the early Mycenaean
aristocracy.

4) An examination of the motifs and images painted on the jar’s large body
in my seven syntactic schemes shows that certain images are favoured for certain
schemes.

5) The knowledge of the iconographic use of each motif within these
schemes is essential, if one wishes to extract meaningful messages (semantics).
No iconographic detail within a scheme can be ignored, because all details are
interrelated. It would therefore be misleading to isolate individual motifs or
compounds of motifs in an image and to try and identify their meaning
independent of their metaphorical context.

6) These images seem to function as symbols denoting the movement of
water and especially seawater (schemes 2 and 5), whilst exotic images and sea
creatures convey the message of regeneration (scheme 3) and the sacred tree is a
motif of clearly religious connotation (scheme 1). These conclusions seem to
reinforce the assertion that the palatial jars had a ceremonial function.

7) The syntax and semantics of the motifs on the palatial jars are also found
on the slightly earlier Neopalatial east Cretan burial jars. The painted burial jars
from east Crete must therefore serve in future as key works for our
understanding of the way this custom came to mainland Greece immediately
after the Thera explosion at the end of LM IA.
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Appendix: List of Greek mainland sites with palatial jars, see FIG. 1.

The alphanumeric system in brackets behind each Mainland site (e.g. A 1) refers
to Hope Simpson & Dickinson 1979.
Unless otherwise stated data are based on Kalogeropoulos 1998, 85–179.

1. Mycenae (A 1): 60 examples
2. Prosymna (A 4): 13 examples
3. Berbati (A 5): 4 examples
4. Dendra (A 6): 4 examples
5. Tiryns (A 7): 1 example
6. Argos (A 8): 3 examples
7. Asine (A 20): 5 examples
8. Kandia (A 21): 1 example. Ref.: Kalogeropoulos 2001, fig. 1–2.
9. Kazarma (A 25): 3 examples
-‐‑ Argolid (in general, of unknown provenance): 15 examples

10. Galatas Troizenias, Magoula (new site: Konsolaki-‐‑Yannopoulou 2003, 159, 187
fig. 1 no. 1): 2 examples. Ref.: Konsolaki-‐‑Yannopoulou 2003, fig. 45 below.

11. Aegina/Kolonna (A 45): 7 examples
12. Ancient Corinth (A 52): 2 examples. Ref.: Kasimi (forthcoming).
13. Zygouries (A 67): 3 examples
14. Kakovatos (B 94): 23 examples
15. Menelaion (C 1): 40 fragments representing several examples. Ref.: Catling

2009, 337–8.
16. Vapheio (C 4): at least 1 example.
17. Pellana (C 56): 2 examples. Ref: Spyropoulos 1998, 31 Figs 2.11–2.12.
18. Analipsis (C 58): 3 examples
19. Ano Englianos/Pylos (D 1): 4 examples
20. Tragana (D 11): 3 examples
21. Koukounara (D 35): 7 examples
22. Routsi (D 54): 4 examples
23. Nichoria (D 100): 4 examples
24. Antheia/Aithaia (D 137): several examples
25. Peristeria (D 200): 11 examples
26. Vassiliko (D 222): 1 example
27. Athens (F 1): 3 examples
28. Kiapha Thiti (F 22): 3 examples
29. Thorikos (F 25): 7 examples
30. Ayia Irini (Kea): 4 examples
31. Lefkandi (F 81): 1 example
32. Thebes (G 23): 8 examples
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