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your 
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Learning Outcomes

At the end of this session, participants should be 
able to: 

1. Identify types of research articles.
2. Identify how to select journals to publish their 

manuscripts.
3. Understand the key elements of research 

articles.
4. Understand what editors expect to see in your 

manuscript.



Types of Research Articles

1. Original Research
2. Short Communication/Short Reports/Letters
3. Methods/Protocols
4. Case Reports
5. Discussion papers

6. Commentaries/Letters to Editor
7. Reviews/Systematic Reviews
8. Policy Reviews
9. Book Reviews



Types of Research Articles:  Original Research

Full-length Research 
Articles

New and original 
contribution(s) to 
knowledge

Primary literature



Types of Research Articles:  Short Communication

Original articles

Time-sensitive 
evidence

Shorter version of 
Full-length papers 

Brief Communications 
Letters



Types of Research Articles: Research Methods

New or improved 
method/technique 

Detailed description of 
the methodology

Facilitating experimental  
reproducibility 



Types of Research Articles: Case Report

In medical sciences

Original observations 
that advance medical 
knowledge 

Detailed report of the 
signs, symptoms, 
diagnosis, treatment, and 
follow-up of an individual 
patient.



Types of Research Articles: Discission Papers

Papers that
contribute to
important
conceptual
development in the
field - not
necessarily based
on empirical
research data.



Types of Research Articles: Letter to the Editor

A brief report of research 
findings of interest to the 
journal scope and readership.

Substantial critique of a 
previously published article 
in a journal.

Provides new insight, offers 
alternate theories, or 
requests clarification 



Types of Research Articles: Reviews

Summary of knowledge 
on a topic

Highlighting the state-of-
the-art and perspectives 
for advancing the field 

Mostly invited submission

Highly cited

Systematic Review & Meta-Analysis



Type of Research Articles: Book Reviews

- Short but critical review of new
books published in the field

- A way to promote the books

- A way for less experienced authors
to get an experience of the publication
process



Type of Research Articles: Policy Review

- Timely responses to new and
emerging policies



How did you identify the journals 
you published in?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



How did you decide which journal?

Highly reputable journals in your field

Highly cited journals in your field

Citation Metrics

The main principle is to “not use journal-based metrics as 
surrogate measures of the quality of individual research 
articles, to assess an individual scientist’s contributions, or in 
hiring, promotion, or funding decisions”.



Factors to consider in choosing a journal

What is the Scientific Content?

Readership of Journal

What is most important to you 
about your manuscript?

Journal Scope



Strategies for choosing a journal

Check the details of the journal.

Be aware of predatory or pseudo-journals

Are you submitting your research to a trusted journal?

ThinkCheckSubmit

https://www.scopus.com/sources.uri?zone=TopNavBar&origin=searchbasic
https://www.wame.org/identifying-predatory-or-pseudo-journals
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/


Strategies for choosing a journal

Important references citedJournal Suggestions 

Special Issues of Journals

Call for Papers

Editors/Editorial board 
members 

https://jane.biosemantics.org/index.php


Key Elements of Research Article

Introduction

(Literature Review/

Conceptual Framework)

Materials & Methods

Results

Discussions

Conclusion

References

Instructions for authors

Depends on the article type

1. Full-Length articles

2. Short Communication/Letters

3. Methods/Protocols

4. Case Report

5. Commentary/Letter to Editor

6. Reviews/Systematic Reviews



Question?

What are the reasons for the rejection 
of manuscripts by journals?



Expectations from the Editorial Office

Kamat et al., 2024

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsenergylett.4c00167


What do Editors expect from your submission?

Concise Cover Letter

Within scope? 

Well-written manuscript

1. Author Guidelines
2. Free of Plagiarism
3. English grammar & structure
4. Data presented validate the 

research objectives



Recap

1. Mention the types of research articles
2. Identify how to select journals to publish their 

manuscripts
3. Itemize the key elements of research articles
4. Describe what editors expect to see in your 

manuscript
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