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The process of proposing, 

editing, and contributing to 

special issues 



❖ A thematic collection of papers focusing on the same issue (5, 10, 

15…) 

❖ Joint key messages to be communicated to the field

❖ A good way to attract submission for journals 

❖Gaining editing experiences, especially for early career researchers 

❖ SI does not necessarily mean easier route into getting published 
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What & why special issues (SI)? 

https://www.thebritishacademy.ac

.uk/publishing/journal-british-

academy/9s1/ 

https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/publishing/journal-british-academy/9s1/
https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/publishing/journal-british-academy/9s1/
https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/publishing/journal-british-academy/9s1/


▪ online, open access;

▪ is supported by the British Academy and submission or publication is free;

▪ is interdisciplinary with a special focus on the Humanities and Social Science;

▪ provides a publishing platform for those supported through the British Academy’s 
programmes;

▪ has been accepted for inclusion in Scopus;

▪ Authors are not charged a fee for article submission or publication;

▪ Aims and Scope can be found here:

https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/publishing/journal-british-academy/about/ 
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Journal of the British Academy



Proposed Theme

Gender and Knowledge Production and distribution/dissemination in Sub-Saharan Africa: Motivations, successes, 
challenges, aspirations, and the impact of capacity building in addressing gender inequalities (An inter-disciplinary 
approach)

Possible areas of focus: Activity

Suggest areas in your discipline that you may wish to focus on for this journal.
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A Special Issue of the Journal of the British Academy
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Proposing a special issue 

❖ Open call for proposals 

❖ By invitation 

❖ Through networks 

❖ Simply email the editors 
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Special Issue Proposals 

❖ The topic and its timeliness, significance, & contribution to new 

knowledge 

❖ Fit with the journal

❖ Possible contributors and abstracts (or an open call; international)

❖ Editorial experiences (EDI matters)

❖ Timelines 
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Editing a special issue 

❖ Through the system (ScholarOne)

❖ Outside the system (self-managing) 

❖ Inviting peer reviewers (sometimes guest editors also act as peer 
reviewers)

❖ Mentorship 

❖ Support from journal editors 
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Contributing to a special issue

❖ Open calls 

❖ By invitation 

❖ Networks 

❖ Benefitting from mentorship 

❖ Your field 

❖ Attention and promotion 

❖ Developing networks 

❖ Abstract - full manuscript - peer review - 
revision(s) - acceptance 



yuwei.xu@nottingham.ac.uk

juliet.thondhlana@nottingham.ac.uk 

Any comments or questions?

Thank you

mailto:yuwei.xu@nottingham.ac.uk
mailto:juliet.thondhlana@nottingham.ac.uk
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