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We encourage you to 
get a head start in your 
career by undertaking an 
industrial placement as 
part of your programme.  

 
The benefits include the opportunity to:

   develop your skills in an industry setting

   improve your employment prospects, 
many top employers now fill their 
graduate roles from their intern cohorts

	 see the practical result of your learning

   earn money 

   build a professional network

   get a real insight into engineering roles

The students in this brochure give a brief 
snapshot of the kind of experiences available 
on industrial placements and highlight how this 
experience is influencing their future plans. 

You can also see more case studies and videos 
on our website, and if you have any further 
queries about undertaking a year in industry 
as part of your degree, myself and the other 
members of the faculty industrial placement 
team are more than happy to hear from you.

Sarah Shackleton 
Faculty Industrial Placements Manager

Where could a  
placement take you?

How do  
placements work?

nottingham.ac.uk/engineering/industrialplacement

All of our undergraduate 
degrees are offered with 
an industrial year option.  
The placement element 
is usually undertaken in 
the penultimate year.  
Pre placement
The Faculty Industrial Placement Team 
and Careers and Employability Service 
work together to offer a full programme 
of support to prepare students to 
investigate suitable opportunities and 
progress through, the often complex, 
recruitment processes to secure a role.  

We also work with employers to advertise  
suitable opportunities to our students 
and, if appropriate, assist in managing 
the recruitment process from collating 
applications to hosting interviews on campus.

On placement
You will be employed and paid by your host 
company, however, you will also remain a fully 
registered student. You will have the support of 
an academic tutor and the faculty placement 
team, including visits to your workplace where 
appropriate, as well as having access to all the 
student support services here on campus.

Post placement
You will submit reflective documents 
for assessment in line with the relevant 
professional institute for your programme 
and we will support you in all aspects 
of integrating back into your course.

When I found out about the 
placement opportunity at Sharp, 
I decided to send my CV. I was 
asked to attend an interview 
and on the day received a 
tour of the company which 
got me really excited about 
the job. My placement is very 
hands-on and I am currently 
developing a low profile dc-dc 
converter to power some of 
Sharps high powered LEDs. 

“

”

Welcome

Sean Tann,  
MEng Electrical Engineering,  
Sharp Devices Europe

Welcome
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Chemical and 
Environmental Engineering

"During my industrial placement, I worked 
for Transvac who specialise in the design and 
manufacture of ejectors used in a variety of 
industries worldwide.  

"I worked in research and development and was 
responsible for the testing and development 
of a special type of ejector, known as a Liquid 
Jet Compressor. As Transvac is a relatively 
small company, my role and contributions had a 
significant impact on the outcome of projects.  
As a placement student, I became a fully 
integrated engineer from the very start.

"The company has been supportive in helping 
me develop in other aspects of engineering 
including mechanical engineering, health and 
safety and technical sales – enabling me to 
become a more rounded engineer.

"I found the placement through the Faculty 
Industrial Placement Team. Transvac has a 
very good relationship with the university and 
students from previous placements have always 
been able to demonstrate a high standard of 
work.

"The university was very supportive and 
resourceful both during the application process 
and the placement to make sure I was getting 
the most out of the experience.  

"I would highly recommend an industrial 
placement to anyone wanting to pursue a 
career in engineering, especially in Chemical 
Engineering. 

"It’s an opportunity to learn about yourself, 
what you enjoy, and what type of job role 
would suit you as there are so many a chemical 
engineer can choose from. It also gives you 
the chance to establish connections and 
networks in different industries which will be an 
advantage for future endeavours."

 
Tsitsi Ndiriwepi 
BEng Chemical Engineering,  
Transvac

”

“ It gives you the 
chance to establish 
connections 
and networks in 
different industries 
which will benefit 
me in the future.

Departments
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“I was keen to find a placement that would 
allow me to be creative and would enable 
me to apply my knowledge. The automotive 
industry seemed perfect for this so after 
help from the University with my CV, I 
applied to various companies. Once I had 
secured my placement, the Industrial 
Placement team were very helpful in guiding 
me through the next steps and contacting 
relevant people within the University.

“At BMW, the department I work in is 
responsible for changes and improvements 
of the body of current production vehicles. 
My role is very practical and includes 
hands-on testing and experimentation 
with cars. I help come up with solutions by 
applying them to vehicles and performing 
tests to check that they are successful. 

“My job is very rewarding. Everyday 
there is something new and interesting 
to work on and the area I enjoy the most 
is physically testing a new design or a 3D 
printed part and seeing that it is a successful 
solution to the original problem.

“I would not hesitate to recommend an 
industrial placement. It has focused my 
mind on available career possibilities and 
I would definitely consider working in 
the automotive industry – it is fast paced, 
always developing and never boring.”

Lydia Francis, MEng Design Engineering,  
BMW

Mechanical, Materials and 
Manufacturing Engineering

I have gained 
invaluable  
experience and honed 
my interpersonal 
skills with colleagues, 
suppliers and  
other workers.”

“

Departments
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I developed my 
engineering skills 
by achieving 
professional 
qualifications to 
supplement my 
degree course. ”

“"During my placement, I worked at Industrial Design 
Consultancy Ltd (IDC), a world-leading product design 
and development consultancy. Working at a consultancy 
like IDC had the added benefit that I had access to all 
aspects of the business.  

"I was assigned to live design projects from my first 
week. Working alongside experienced members of 
the design team showed me how a design consultancy 
operates within the design industry.

"I found my placement by applying to select companies 
and the personal content of my application helped me 
stand out from the crowd with IDC. My knowledge of 
manufacturing processes and design for manufacture 
from my degree helped me get the placement, as there 
is a greater focus on these areas compared to other 
design courses.

"I would highly recommend a year in industry to anyone 
considering it, especially if you are on the product 
design and manufacture course.  Now in my final year, 
I am achieving the highest grades of my degree and in 
September, I will return to IDC as a graduate design 
engineer after being offered a job while on placement."

Harry Mason,  MEng Product Design and 
Manufacture, Industrial Design Consultancy Ltd
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Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering

Civil Engineering

"Between my third and fouth years of study I 
undertook a placement year at North Midland 
Construction (NMC)  working in their waste 
water design team. As well as conducting 
hydraulic system investigations, I had 
responsibility for leading the laser scanning 
team surveying water treatment works.  

"During my year at NMC, I developed my 
communication skills and gained a strong work 
ethic which really helped me in my final degree 
year. The experience gave me plenty to talk 
about on my application for my current position 
of Graduate Civil Engineer at ARUP. 

"My advice for students considering an 
industrial placement is to start early and get 
work experience to bolster your CV. Take 
advantage of any opportunities you are given 
and make the most of the careers fairs and 
other employer events on offer, as those events 
will give you the chance to talk with potential 
employers and ask advice on how to approach 
job applications." 
 
Joe Dodgson, MEng Civil Engineering,  
North Midland Construction

All in all, a great 
experience so far – 
excited for what’s 
to come next! ”

“

“The last few months on the Infiniti Engineering Academy 
have been a whirlwind to say the least. I moved into the 
academy apartment with the four other winners last 
year; Alex (US), Zitong (China), Usman (Saudi) and Andrei 
(Russia). We commenced our positions at Cranfield a 
week later and have been blown away by the level of 
research and development that goes into Infiniti vehicles.

“Personally, I am already heavily involved with the 
Electronics team, splitting my time between Cranfield 
and the production plant close to home in Sunderland, 
performing a variety of diagnostics tests and learning 
more about the Infiniti design and development process.”

Daniel Sanham , BEng Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering, Infiniti Engineering Academy

Departments

Developing strong 
communication 
skills really  
helped  me get 
ahead in my 
engineering career.”

“
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Aerospace Engineering
"I spent my year in Industry at Abaco Systems, 
based in Towcester who design and create 
embedded computer systems for defence 
and aerospace. On my team I was treated as 
any other engineer, designing, simulating, 
building and testing new products. 

"By staying in touch with the Faculty 
Placements Team I spotted the advertisement 
for the role. Abaco had contacted the 
University directly asking for Nottingham 
students to apply so this really helped 
me when it came to the application. 

"Through my placement I found that I 
really enjoyed working in the aerospace 
and defence industry, and after asking to 
work with the Abaco Project Management 
team for a few days, this too was 
something I really enjoyed, and so have 
now looked into this area for future jobs. 

"My skills and knowledge have developed 
hugely over the course of the year from 
learning new software and technology, 
including industry specific knowledge, to 
vastly improving my presentation skills and 
professionalism within the work place. 

"My experience has helped to clarify what 
I want to do once I finish my degree, and 
a placement will help you to make those 
important career decisions far better 
than if you have not worked at all.

"I learnt so much throughout my year, most 
of which cannot be taught in the classroom! 
And if you get the chance, take it."

Louise Wheeler, MEng Mechanical 
Engineering with Aerospace,  Abaco Systems
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My advice is to apply 
early, engage with the 
placement team, and 
take advantage of all 
the help they offer  –  
it's invaluable. ”

“
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develop your 
skills in an 
industry setting

Get a real 
insight into 
the industry 
you are 
interested in

Make contacts 
and meet 
professionals

Experience it

Secure funding 
for your remaining 
years of study

Earn money  
and improve 
your employment 
prospects 

See the 
practical 
results 
of your 
learning

10 11


