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Working with the 
School of English

Introduction to the School of English 
and the placement programme
The School of English at the University of Nottingham has 
an outstanding reputation for teaching and research across 
a range of disciplines, including English literature, English 
language and applied linguistics, creative writing, drama, 
theatre and performance and medieval literature. 

We work with a diverse range of local organisations and 
businesses to provide high quality placement opportunities 
for our students. Current placement providers include 
publishers, third sector organisations, digital marketing and 
PR agencies, theatres, museums, archives, media companies, 
and many other businesses in the local area. 

By developing a partnership with us, your organisation will 
benefit from the enhanced communication, evaluative and 
analytical skills that we develop in students from the School 
of English. In return, our students will gain insight into a 
professional environment and increase their employability 
through the additional skills and confidence achieved by 
working with placement partners.  

Our students’ skills
Over the course of their degree, students in the School of 
English develop a variety of transferable skills that are well-
suited to the workplace:

 ■ Written and verbal communication skills
 ■ Presentation skills
 ■ Editing and proof-reading 
 ■ Critical, evaluative and analytical thinking 
 ■ Independent research

Students are also encouraged to develop their interpersonal 
skills as well as broader competencies in team-work, 
organisation and time-management. Feedback from our 
placement partners has confirmed that English students have 
been a valuable and welcome addition to any organisation. 

English students have been a great 
help to my business, from creating and 
altering text for my website, managing 
social media platforms for the business 
and helping to develop new marketing 
routes. English students ensure that 
the quality of work I produce remains at 
the highest possible level. It also helps 
to ease potential workloads and brings 
a fresh perspective to areas, allowing 
business growth to continue.

 
– Alex Wilkinson, Alex Wilkinson Media

“

”
* The School of English at the University of Nottingham is 45th in the 2018 
QS World University rankings for English Language and Literature

The placement process
Our placement model

 ■ Placements are offered to second and final year 
undergraduate students and postgraduate taught (masters) 
students

 ■ They are voluntary and extracurricular (students apply on a 
competitive basis and placements are not a formal part of 
their degree course)

 ■ Placements occur during term-time, running from either 
October – December and/or February – May. However, 
these timings are flexible and can be adjusted to suit your 
needs

 ■ Placements may be offered to individual or multiple students, 
depending on the nature of the role, office space, etc.

 ■ Students complete their placements alongside their studies, 
generally committing to one day per week (approximately 
seven hours) with their placement provider

 ■ The weekly placement hours are flexible and agreed between 
the placement provider and the student

Your involvement

Whilst working in partnership to develop a new placement 
opportunity, we ask you to:

 ■ Provide a role profile for students to respond to in their 
applications (a template will be provided). This includes 
information about your organisation, an outline of the role 
and suggested tasks, provisional start dates, essential/
desired criteria, etc.

 ■ Complete a Letter of Confirmation (an agreement to support 
the students and provide details of  your organisations’ public 
liability insurance) and risk assessment before the placement 
begins. The Placements Administrator will advertise the role 
to students, collate applications and send them to you for 
consideration after the closing date

 ■ Interview students where possible, to ensure that you find 
the right person for your organisation. Placements are 
competitive and you determine the number of students 
who are shortlisted, interviewed and offered a role. Our 
Placements Administrator can assist with the short-listing 
process, booking rooms at the University (free of charge) and 
participating in interviews where required

 ■ Offer constructive feedback for unsuccessful applicants, 
to aid their development. Comments can be sent to the 
Placements Administrator, who will relay them to the students 

 ■
Students attend a pre-placement meeting with the School 
of English Director of Employability before their placement 
commences. They are also encouraged to attend sessions 
with the University’s Careers and Employability Services.  Our 
Placement Administrator will keep in touch with students – and 
the placement provider – throughout the placement.

I couldn’t be more pleased with the 
outcome from working with students 
from the School of English.  I wanted to 
see if an online magazine was a viable 
addition to the business, from both a 
marketing and financial perspective. 
In short it was - the student concerned, 
devised and designed the magazine, 
wrote the articles and sold advertising 
space - bringing in 3% of turnover for 
the year.  This pilot programme has now 
allowed me to develop the idea further 
and is a service we hope to roll out later 
this year.  

 
– Claire Bicknell, Director Catena (Nottingham) Ltd

“

”
How placements benefit your 
business
Our placements are designed to be mutually beneficial: 
organisations can develop their business in different ways, 
whilst the students benefit from your professional expertise. 
The placement programme will enable you to:

 ■ Gain access to a diverse network of creatively-minded, 
highly motivated and skilled undergraduate and 
postgraduate students to work on specific projects or assist 
you with day-to-day, e.g. as a marketing assistant

 ■ Add value to your business by selecting the most suitable 
candidate for your needs, following a competitive 
recruitment process (see opposite)

 ■ Contribute to the local community by supporting and 
developing the talent of our students 

 ■ Connect with a prestigious school and university 

I like working with the School of English as 
there is an understanding of the flexible nature 
of volunteer placements. The process is made 
very simple for us, with forms and guidelines 
which are clear and easy to use.

 
– Carolyn Melbourne,  
D.H. Lawrence Birthplace Museum

“
”

Access high-
level, real-world 
skills to support 
your business
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Set up a placement with us:

Next steps

We have dedicated administrative support for 
placement activity in the School of English, working 
directly with our students and supporting organisations 
throughout the placement process. We hope you 
will be interested in working with us on a placement 
project. 

Find out more
For further information about our placement scheme 
or to see examples of successful placement projects, 
please visit our website, or get in touch:

 english-placements@nottingham.ac.uk

 nottingham.ac.uk/go/englishplacements 

School of English
Trent Building
University of Nottingham
University Park
Nottingham
NG7 2RD

The students bring a number of 
elements to their role with First 
Story, supporting young people 
with creative writing, copy-editing 
and general in-session support. 
The students provide an additional 
perspective during sessions as well 
as valuable role models for the young 
participants. The students clearly 
receive high quality opportunities, 
which are well planned and aim to 
offer the most enriching experience 
possible. The partnership with the 
School of English has been excellent 
and I feel very confident in offering 
future opportunities together.

– Rebecca Goldsmith, First Story

“

”
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