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Nottingham–Adelaide Joint PhD Studentship 2025–26
Supervisor guidance and support form
The University of Nottingham and University of Adelaide offer a Joint PhD Programme allowing postgraduate students to undertake study and research with supervision from both universities, leading to a joint PhD award.
The University of Nottingham is offering 3 studentships for PGRs to start their joint PhD within the academic year 2025-2026. Current PGRs are able to apply to transfer to the joint PhD if they meet the entry requirements and transfer within the first 12 months of their registration (subject to the revised contracting being signed). 
Studentships are open to students in all Faculties. Proposals/projects can be supervisor-led or student-led, according to the relevant approaches within the discipline/subject area.
Supervisors should confirm admissions requirements for Adelaide with potential supervisors at Adelaide. Standard Adelaide admissions requirements are available on the Adelaide website. 
Summary of supervisor responsibilities
· Form a joint supervisory team with two Nottingham and two Adelaide supervisors
· Support the applicant with their application for admission to Nottingham and Adelaide
· Ensure project feasibility within the funded 3.5 years
· Confirm facilities, resources and training are available
· Support arrangements for student mobility to Adelaide
· Provide a statement to support the application


Supervisor Support Form Information

Complete the form on pages 4-6 with the information requested below and send the form to ra-dtp-funding@nottingham.ac.uk by Friday 21st November 2025. 

SECTION 1: Applicant and Supervisor Information 
1. Applicant ID
2. Supervisor Details
· Nottingham Principal Supervisor (School/Department)
· Nottingham Co-supervisor (School/Department)
· Adelaide Lead Supervisor (Faculty/School) 
· Adelaide Co-supervisor (Faculty/School)

3. Theme selection
· Global Food Systems - Theme Lead: Ian Fisk, Professor of Flavour Science
· Intelligent Health - Theme Lead: Sally Eldeghaidy, Associate Professor Food Nutrition and Dietetics
· Sustainable Futures - Theme Lead: Professor Eleanor Binner,  Professor Chemical and Environmental Engineering
Confirm that you have spoken to the appropriate theme lead.

SECTION 2: Project Alignment
Explain how the project aligns with the chosen theme and university priorities.

SECTION 3: Statement of Support
Confirm if the project is supervisor or student-led. 
Explain how the application meets the assessment criteria*





SECTION 4: Supervisory Experience
· Supervisory experience across the team as first and second/co-supervisor
· Number of current students supervised
· Number of completions and students not completed or awarded
· International or distance supervision experience 
· Confirm how equality, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) have been considered in forming the supervisory team, including steps taken to ensure an inclusive and supportive research environment

SECTION 5: Lead Supervisor Confirmation
I confirm support for this application.

Supervisor Support Form
Complete the form with the information requested below and send to ra-dtp-funding@nottingham.ac.uk by Friday 21st November 2025. 
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	SECTION 1
	Applicant and Supervisor Information


	1.
	Applicant ID:
UoN application number
NB Applicant’s name is not to be included in the application.
	

	2.
	Supervisor Details
	Outline the proposed supervisory team 
Supervisor names should include both Principal Supervisors at Nottingham and Adelaide.

	
	Nottingham Principal Supervisor (School/Department)
	

	
	Nottingham Co-supervisor (School/Department) 
If known
	

	
	Adelaide Lead Supervisor (Faculty/School)
	

	
	Adelaide Co-supervisor (Faculty/School)
If known
	

	3.
	
	Theme Selection (please tick one):

	
	
	Global Food Systems – Theme Lead: Prof. Ian Fisk, Professor of Flavour Science 

Intelligent Health – Theme Lead: Dr. Sally Eldeghaidy, Associate Professor Food Nutrition and Dietetics

Sustainable Futures – Theme Lead: Professor Eleanor Binner, Professor of Chemical and Environmental Engineering


	
	Confirmation:  

	I confirm that I have spoken to the appropriate theme lead.

	
	SECTION 2
	Project Alignment


	4. 
	Explain how the project aligns with the chosen theme and university priorities
(max. 500 words)

	









	
	SECTION 3
	Statement of Support

	5. 
	Is the project supervisor-led or student-led?
Tick one option
	 
Supervisor-led

Student-led


	
	If Supervisor-led, what opportunity has the applicant had to input into the project?
	

	6.
	Explain how the application meets the assessment criteria*

	





	
	SECTION 4
	Supervisory Experience


	
	
	Supervisory experience across the team as first and second/co-supervisor (please indicate number per supervisor)

	7.
	Number of current students supervised:
	


	8.
	Number of completions and students not completed/awarded
	

	9.
	International or distance supervision experience
	



	
	Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI)
 
Confirm how EDI has been considered in forming the supervisory team, including steps taken to ensure an inclusive and supportive research environment:

	




	
	SECTION 5
	Lead Supervisor Confirmation

	
	 
	I confirm support for this application.

	
	Lead Supervisor Name
	

	
	Signature
	

	
	Date:
	








Assessment criteria
Supervisor statements
· Research training environment
· Quality and feasibility of project within the funded period
· [bookmark: _Hlk206605739]Evidence that the project is best delivered through a joint PhD with Adelaide  
· Fit with theme and university/faculty priorities

Supervisory team
· Balance of supervisors at different career stages (early/mid/senior)
· Experience with distance/international supervision
· Evidence of how equality, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) have been considered in forming the supervisory team, including steps taken to ensure an inclusive and supportive research environment

Assessment criteria for applicants
· Rationale and motivation for PhD study
· Research training environment
· Quality and feasibility of PhD project within the funded period
· Fit with theme and institutional priorities
· Awareness of any ethical/safeguarding considerations 
· Evidence that the project is best delivered through a joint PhD with Adelaide 
· Supervisor statement of support 

Project Types
Supervisor-led projects assessed on:
· Understanding: evidence the applicant has engaged critically with the project description, demonstrating genuine understanding of the project and what’s required
· Value-added: evidence the applicant has identified ways they could shape the project (e.g. different methods, case studies, theoretical perspectives)
· Ownership: evidence that the applicant is personally engaged with the project

Student-led projects assessed on:
· Originality: Is the research question/problem well-articulated and distinct?
· Feasibility: Are aims/methods realistic for a PhD (scope, time, resources)?
· Critical awareness: Does the student show understanding of the field, gaps in knowledge, and relevant literature?
· Alignment: Does the proposal fit with available supervisory expertise and facilities?
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