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The recent Browne report on student fees
and funding claimed its proposals
amounted to a 'paradigm shift' in higher
education. Browne's fiercest critics have
also assumed that his proposals, if and
when implemented, would represent a
radical departure from the post-war
pattern of a (largely) publicly funded
higher education system and the
educational and social values which that
system had embodied. However, an
alternative view is also plausible - that the
deep normative structures of English
higher education (and even its
organisational practices) will survive a
'market’ in student fees. This lecture will
discuss these contrasting views of the
future of higher education.

The political economy of mass higher education:
shrinking the 'public’ and elevating the 'market’
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Speaker:
Professor Sir Peter Scott

Peter Scott is now Professor of Higher
Education Studies at the Institute of
Education, University of London. He
was Vice-Chancellor of Kingston
University 1998-2010. He was a
member of the board of the Higher
Education Funding Council for England
(HEFCE) 2000-2006. Previously he was
Pro Vice-Chancellor and Professor of
Education at the University of Leeds.
He was also the Director of the Centre
for Policy Studies in Education. From
1976 to 1992 he was editor of The
Times Higher Education Supplement.
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