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Ne C 5063/2 - Letter from Mr Edward Unwin, Sutton-in-Ashfield, 
Nottinghamshire, to Henry, 4th Duke of Newcastle under Lyne; 4 Feb. 
1839 
 

Sutton in Ashfield 
Feb[ruar]y 4th 1839.  

My Lord Duke,  
Concluding that your Grace will be in London as soon or nearly as this letter, I 
venture to address it to you there. Since my last conversation with your Grace on 
the subject of the proceedings of the Chartists I have had little to communicate of 
any substance; but matters are now proceeding to such an extremity that it again 
becomes my duty to address you on the subject.  
During the last week delegates from the North have visited this district, and have 
made most inflammatory harangues to the Associations here, and have pointed 
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out some parties, myself amongst the number, as fit subjects for assassination as 
soon as we venture to interfere with their projects.  
[p. 2] The system of arming continues, and I have good reason to believe that 
the members of the Association are now for the most part armed, but there is 
great difficulty in ascertaining this point with any precision, in consequence of the 
implicit obedience, which they all pay to the commands of their leaders, and the 
secrecy which they observe amongst themselves.  
There is only one person amongst them upon whom I can rely to give me 
information upon which I could depend, and he has been induced to join them 
from his straitened circumstances and I dare not run the risk of their discovering 
him without the feeling on his part that he was hereafter to be placed in some 
situation in which he could gain his livelyhood. He is of a respectable family and a 
medical man.  
[p. 3] Your Grace is aware that in case of an outbreak we have no force upon 
which we can rely except the Yeomanry, who are scattered up and down the 
County and not easily brought together.  
If however we can get an insight into their schemes I have no doubt the 
Yeomanry might be put into such a situation as to be available in a very short 
space of time. I will write to Sir Thomas White upon this subject tonight. Time 
presses however and I would wish an early communication from your Grace for 
which I shall wait with some anxiety. Perhaps your Grace will lay this 
communication before Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Home Department  
unless you would wish me to make a detailed statement to the Home Office on 
the subject.  

I have the Honor to be  
my Lord Duke,  

Your Grace's very obedient serv[an]t  
Edward Unwin  

 
His Grace the  
Duke of Newcastle.  
 
 
Ne C 5065 - Letter from Lord John Russell, Whitehall, London, to Henry, 
4th Duke of Newcastle under Lyne; 23 Feb. 1839 
 
Confidential  

Whitehall 
23d February, 1839 

 
My Lord Duke,  

Upon considering your Grace's Letter, it appears to me that the most 
effectual as well as the least alarming method of meeting the present inflamed 
spirit, which is stated in your Letter to prevail in some parts of Nottinghamshire 
will be to send down a Body of the Metropolitan Police, sufficient in [p. 2] 
numbers to form a nucleus, upon which a large number of Special Constables can 
rest.  

In this manner, the loyal and well disposed may be organized, and 
protection will be given against the designs of those who intend to promote 
tumult and disorder.  

I should be unwilling to see armed Associations formed for the protection 
of person and property. Such a measure would excite great alarm and many 
would doubt its [p. 3] necessity. The 60 Geo 3.c.1. is still in force.  

I request Your Grace to inform me if any training goes on in the County of 
Nottingham.  

I have the Honor to be 
My Lord Duke  
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Your Graces  
very obedient servant  
J Russell 

P.S. 
I have given directions that 30 of the Metropolitan Police proceed [p. 4] 

immediately to Mansfield, and report their arrival to Your Grace. 
I have written to the Duke of Portland and requested him to confer with 

Your Grace upon the subject. 
I have desired Sir Richard Jackson to be prepared to move Troops to 

Nottingham if required by the Magistrates. 
J.R. 

 
 
Ne C 5067 - Deposition from John Need J. P., Francis Hall J. P., Edward 
Unwin J. P., and Samuel William Need J. P., Nottinghamshire Magistrates, 
to Henry, 4th Duke of Newcastle under Lyne; 27 Feb. 1839  
 
 
To His Grace The Duke of Newcastle Lord Lieutenant of the County of 
Nottingham. 
 
We John Need Francis Hall Edward Unwin and Samuel William Need Esquires four 
of Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the said County pursuant to the 
directions of the several Acts of Parliament passed for amending the laws relative 
to the appointment of Special Constables and for the better preservation of the 
peace and for enlarging the powers of Magistrates in the appointment of Special 
Constables Do certify to your Grace that we did on the twenty sixth day of 
February instant nominate and appoint thirty one persons being willing to act as 
Special Constables from thenceforth for the space of Three Calendar months for 
the preservation of the public peace and for the protection of the Inhabitants and 
the security of property in the several Parishes or Townships of Sutton in Ashfield 
Kirkby in Ashfield Hucknall under Huthwaite Mansfield and Mansfield Woodhouse 
all in the county of Nottingham aforesaid and [p. 2] that the circumstances which 
have rendered such nomination and appointment expedient and which we now 
state as required by the said Acts are 
 
That we have good reason to believe and do believe that many persons calling 
themselves Chartists are associated together in the above Parishes or Townships 
as well as in other parts of the Country for illegal purposes - and that with a view 
to the attainment of their objects by Physical force if necessary such persons 
have in great numbers provided themselves with Guns Pistols Pikes and other 
Weapons and that such arming still continues to the terror of the peaceable 
Inhabitants of the Neighbourhood. 
 
Given under our hands the twenty seventh day of February One thousand eight 
hundred and thirty nine. 
 
[Signed] 

John Need 
Fras Hall 
Edward Unwin 
S.W. Need 
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Ne C 5069 - Resolutions of the Justices of the Peace for the County of 
Nottingham, sent to Henry, 4th Duke of Newcastle under Lyne; 4 Mar. 
1839 
 

At a Meeting of the Justices of the Peace for the County of Nottingham held at 
Southwell the 4th day of March 1839. 

 
Present 

 
The Duke of Newcastle Lord Lieutenant Mr Taylor 
The Duke of Portland Col[one]l Wildman 
Sir R.H. Bromley Mr D. Hall 
Sir T.W. White Mr T. Wright 
Revd Dr Staunton Col[one]l Coape 
Mr Musters Mr Wylde 
Mr Edge Mr Barrow 
Col[one]l Sherlock Mr Foljambe 
Mr Denison High Sheriff Mr Sherwin 
Col[one]l Need Mr P. Burnell 
Mr Clay Mr W.B. Martin 
Mr S.W. Need Mr H.P. Lowe 
Mr Coke Mr Nixon 
Mr Walker Mr Simpson 
Mr T.S. Godfrey Revd J.T. Becher 
Mr F. Hall R. Lowe 
Mr J.S. Wright G. Mason 
Mr Lee E.H. Dawkins 
Mr Norton J.D. Becher 
Mr F. Wright T.C. Cane 
Mr Unwin T.M. Sutton 
 
Resolved 

That it is the opinion of this Meeting there are sufficient reasons for 
believing that an Armed Combination exists in parts of this County for inciting the 
people to a Violation of the Public Peace and the overthrow of the Government 
and that prompt Measures should be adopted for checking so great an evil. 

[p. 2] 
Resolved 

That the Magistrates acting in and for the Hundred of Broxtowe are 
authorised to retain or discharge the Special Constables Appointed out of the 
Metropolitan Police and to Organize regulate and distribute the Special 
Constabulary force of that Hundred according to their Judgment based upon the 
information to them communicated. 
Resolved 

That it appears to this Meeting that the Laws now in force are not 
sufficient to enable Magistrates to prevent any Acts of Outrage which appear to 
be contemplated by the present proceedings of the discontented although they 
fully give power to suppress them when they have taken place. 
Resolved 

That the thanks of this Meeting be given to Lord John Russell for sending 
down a police force for the protection of Mansfield and its Neighbourhood but the 
Magistrates think it necessary to declare their Opinion that such force is not of a 
description calculated to preserve the peace of the County in case of insurrection. 
Resolved 

That Copies of the Resolutions of this Meeting be forwarded by the Lord 
Lieutenant to the Secretary of State. 
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The Lord Lieutenant having left the Chair and the Duke of Portland having 
taken it. 
Resolved 

That the thanks of this Meeting are due to the Lord Lieutenant for having 
convened the same and for his Conduct in the Chair. 

 
Edw. Smith Godfrey 
Clerk of the Peace 
 

 
Ne C 5070 - Letter from Lord John Russell, Whitehall, London, to Henry, 
4th Duke of Newcastle under Lyne; 11 Mar. 1839 
 

Whitehall. 
March 11 1839 

My Lord, 
Her Majesty's Government have learned with great concern that the 

Justices of the Peace for the County of Nottingham are of opinion that an Armed 
Combination excite [exists] in parts of that County for inciting the People to a 
Violation of the Public Peace, and the overthrow of the Government. 

2. The information, which has [p. 2] been received at the Home Office 
tends to establish that in parts of the County of Nottingham, as well as in some 
other Counties, designs are entertained of disturbing the Public Peace and forcibly 
opposing the Law; and that Arms have been recommended to be procured, and 
have been procured for these illegal and dangerous purposes: but the various 
accounts differ very widely as to the extent of the Combination - the number of 
Arms purchased and the Amount of danger to be apprehended. 

3. In these circumstances the Laws should [p. 3] be vigorously enforced 
and the Magistrates should use every means to prevent and punish this violation. 

4. Among the enactments applicable to the present state of Affairs, I beg 
to call the attention of your Grace and that of the Magistrates of the County of 
Nottingham to the Act of the 60 3 Chapter 1. In the preamble of the Act it is 
stated 'That in some parts of the United Kingdom, Men Clandestinely and 
unlawfully assembled have practised military training and exercise to the great 
terror and Alarm of Her Majesty's [p. 4] present peacable and loyal subjects and 
to the imminent danger of the Public Peace'. 

The Statute proceeds to enact 'that all Meetings and Assemblies of Persons 
for the purpose of training or drilling themselves or of being trained or drilled to 
the use of Arms or for the purpose of practising Military Exercise, Movements or 
Evolutions without lawful Authority therein specified shall be and are prohibited as 
dangerous to the peace and security of Her Majesty's loyal subjects and of Her 
Government and every person who shall be present at or attend any such 
Meeting or Assembly for the purpose of training and [p. 5] drilling any other 
person or persons to the use of Arms, or the practise of Military Exercise 
Movement or Evolutions or who shall aid or assist therein being legally convicted 
shall be liable to be transported for seven years or imprisoned for two years at 
the discretion of the Court, and every person who shall be present at such 
Meeting for the purpose of being trained or drilled to the use of Arms or Military 
Exercise being legally convicted shall be liable to fine and imprisonment not 
exceeding two years'. 

5. With respect to persons who use seditious language at any Public 
Meeting tending [p. 6] to excite resistance to the Law, when sufficient evidence 
can be procured against the persons using such language they may be properly 
prosecuted for their offence, and in such Cases, I request that the depositions 
taken may be transmitted to me that I may lay them before the Law Officers of 
the Crown. 
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6. I am fully aware that the Police Force sent down from London for the 
protection of Mansfield and its neighbourhood is not of a description calculated to 
[p. 7] preserve the peace of the County in case of insurrection, but I conceive 
that in such a case the Military Force in the County is sufficient to put down 
disturbance, and those who should engage in such insurrection must be fully 
aware than if taken and convicted they will be liable to the highest penalties of 
the law. 

7. It does not appear to me that those who have encouraged their 
followers to provide themselves with Arms, are ready to encounter so fearful a 
risk, and Her [p. 8] Majesty's Government at all events fully rely on the 
disposition of the great Majority of the People to maintain the peace of the 
Country and the Laws of the Realm against those who would wickedly disturb 
both for their own selfish purposes. 

8. It must in no long time be obvious to the most ignorant of the 
adherents of what is called the 'People's Charter' that their money has been 
subscribed to promote the gain of a few pesons in whom a fluid confidence has 
been placed without any prospect of Advantage to the Community [p. 9] at large. 
When thus awakened to a sense of their error we may hope to see a restoration 
of the usual peaceable habits and good temper among the people. 

9. In present circumstances therefore Her Majesty's Government are 
unwilling to recommend any alteration of the existing Laws. 

I have the honour to be 
My Lord 

Your Grace's obedient humble servant 
J. Russell 

 
His Grace 
The Duke of Newcastle 
 
 
Ne C 5071 - Letter from Lord John Russell, Whitehall, London, to Henry, 
4th Duke of Newcastle under Lyne; 13 Mar. 1839 
 

Whitehall  
13th March 1839  

My Lord Duke,  
I have the Honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Grace's Letter of the 

11th instant.  
With respect to that part in which Your Grace speaks of the arming and of 

the Combination that is supposed to exist, I beg to inform Your Grace, that if it 
can be proved that Persons [p. 2] are combined to procure Arms for the purpose 
of resisting the laws, they may be prosecuted for a Misdemeanor. There must 
however be clear evidence to this effect, as the mere purchase of Arms for self 
defence is not punishable by Law. Without clear proof that persons possessing 
Arms are engaged in such unlawful Combinations and have procured Arms for 
such unlawful purpose. Magistrates would not be authorized to search for and 
seize their Arms.  

I cannot recommend that the Body of Special Constables should [p. 3] be 
armed: Bbut they may be so far disciplined, as to enable them to act more 
efficiently as a Civil organized Force.  
 

I have the Honor to be  
My Lord Duke  
Your Grace’s  
very obedient Servant  

J. Russell  
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P.S.  
In recommending that the Special Constables should not be armed I must 

be understood, not as meaning that in case of necessity, for self defence, they 
should not be armed - but that [p. 4] they should not be trained or employed, in 
the capacity of Constables, as an armed Force.  
 
His Grace  
The Duke of Newcastle K.G.  
 
 
Ne C 6135 - Letter from William Cavendish-Scott-Bentinck, 4th Duke of 
Portland, Welbeck [Abbey], Nottinghamshire, to Henry Pelham-Clinton, 
4th Duke of Newcastle under Lyne; 8 Mar. 1839 
 

Welbeck Friday March 8 1839 
Dear Duke of Newcastle 

Yesterday I saw Capt[ai]n Hall, who went to Mansfield, & consulted the 
Inspector on what was best to be done about the plan I suggested. He at once 
said, that it was very desirable that his men should be provided with firearms - 
and that he should very much prefer a small number of permanent armed 
constables to be placed at his disposal to a much larger number, on which he 
could call only in case of an outbreak. In order to provide him with arms for his 
own men, Mr Hall wrote to Sir T. White to request him to furnish [p. 2] some of 
those he has at his disposal. I have not received an answer from Sir Thomas who 
was from home when my messenger reached him. In case he should refuse, can 
you either prevail upon him to comply - or have you at your disposal the arms of 
the Militia in store? Or can you suggest any other mode of supplying him - as the 
Policemen are about to be removed to a private house. The arms will be as it 
were in a garrison. 

With the other suggestion when I heard it, that he should have 30 men 
besides his own placed at his disposal, I felt most anxious to comply. But [p. 3] 
both Capt[ai]n Hall & I thought, that it might be objected to. The more I have 
thought upon it since, the more I am convinced of its being most desirable, and I 
venture to suggest to you, whether if I would answer for the pay of 15 men at a 
guinea per week, you and L[or]d Manvers would answer for the other 15 in case 
it should be found objectionable to charge them to the expence of the County. I 
am the more inclined to press it, because from what I heard of the good spirit at 
Mansfield, and the numbers of respectable people who would come forward as 
special constables many of whom would find their own arms and whose good 
dispositions would be much [p. 4] encouraged, by the confidence which would be 
given to them by something like a regular force to back, which would also make 
the few Yeomanry that are resident there of double value. I feel much confidence, 
that with them, & the numbers we could array in the neighbourhood in fact & in 
appearance, we should be able to make such a display as would intimidate the 
rioters - or rebels - & would either prevent them from rising - or crush them 
immediately if they did. I inclose an extract of further intelligence which I have 
received - But I must not finish this letter without adding that I understand many 
of the Yeomanry are without horses of [p. 5] their own - which they either borrow 
or hire when their troop goes out. This would not do for an emergency. 

I wish there was any good & authentic intelligence about the real state of 
the Nott[ingha]m district. I feel very confident that with a little trouble & some 
expence we shall be able to keep our nearest neighbours quiet - and I think it is 
for our interest, that the war if it breaks out should be crushed at once - but 
much more for our interest that it should be smothered. 

Ever dear Duke of Newcastle 
Yours very sincerely 

Scott Portland 
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[p. 6] Extract 

I write to you again rather pleasing intelligence. The [Chartist] Delegates 
in London are rather frustrated in their proceedings - 28th of last month was the 
day fixed for taking the petition into Parl[iamen]t but the Delegates found out, 
they had not strength in London enough - So they cannot present the pet[itio]n 
till after 5th May - It has been discussed in many of the meetings, as it has given 
the Country more chance of getting arms. In Belper there were no arms. But I 
have heard that the Nail makers are busy making Pikes & daggers. In 
Birmingham, They are making many millions of things to stand three ways to be 
thrown on the ground to stop the Cavalry or throw their horses down. The Mags 
[Magistrates] in Mansfield have done right in keeping the Police Off[ice]rs some 
time longer - For I believe if Mr Stephens is convicted, there will be many rads 
[radicals] [p. 7] in the Court, and they will shoot the Judge. The country is like a 
hive of bees - and if the word of command is given they will swarm together. 

On Monday, there will be a great committee meeting at Sheffield, to take 
down all the towns names that want arms, & they will send them to those places 
that are deficient. 

 
 

Pw H 515 - Letter from Henry Pelham-Clinton, 4th Duke of Newcastle 
under Lyne, Clumber Park, Nottinghamshire, to William Cavendish-Scott-
Bentinck, 4th Duke of Portland; 11 Mar. 1839 
 

Clumber 
March 11 1839. 

My dear Duke 
I have been very willing to take time in replying to your letter of the 9th 

for I am bound in honesty to confess that its contents have surprised & annoyed 
me exceedingly. 

The tone of reproof & reproach in which it is written is vastly unpleasant to 
me & I can give no [p. 2] encouragement to its repetition. 

When on a former occasion of negotiation about the Worksop Manor Estate 
we met & corresponded the discussion was similarly carried on in a manner so 
very disagreeable to me that I was compelled to break it off, anxious as I was to 
have brought it to an amicable termination - If you cannot have your own way, 
you appear to assume that the differer is wrong & contu- [p. 3]macious - In this 
instance you require that a force should be raised for the special protection of 
Mansfield, & altho' it is not for the protection of our own property still you require 
that we, that is L[or]d Manvers & I, should pay for the maintenance of a 
permanent force - What can be more unreasonable & unnatural! -  

You indirectly upbraid me for not being willing to advance money in this 
purpose. If I were ever so rich, I should in common fairness decline contributing - 
at the [p. 4] present moment especially, I have no spare money to throw away, 
for I do not disguise it, I shall require all the funds that I can command to pay for 
my purchase of Worksop Manor, which I shall complete in a few weeks, 
notwithstanding the many unworthy artifices which have been resorted to, to 
deprive me of it. 

But, it is my duty, as Lieutenant of the County, to look at the case of 
Disturbance, generally - I have valuable property at Nottingham & probably, as 
heretofore, it may suffer in the event of commotion, but I should [p. 5] never 
dream of turning my attention to the preservation of it, otherwise than by the 
protection of the general mass of property in which it might be involved - So, if 
you were required to provide for the protection of Middlesex, you would never 
conceive the idea of directing your whole attention to the preservation of the sole 
portions of Cavendish Square - [p. 6] make wider allowances therefore, my dear 
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Duke for the situation of others & do not suppose that they must be in error & in 
fault because you may believe yourself to be free from those defects. 

Now, with regard to the Special Constables for the protection of Mansfield 
- I quite & entirely approve of their appointment, as you state them to be men 
upon whom perfect reliance may be reposed - I equally approve of their being [p. 
7] armed provided that they can also be disciplined to the use of the arms put 
into their hands - 

I have no occasion to reflect one moment upon this point, I should indeed 
be the veriest ass that ever brayed, if I could be convicted of having maintained 
for half a second, 'that Constables to be opposed to an armed mob would be the 
better for not having arms'. 

I beg farther to observe that I do not 'despise [p. 8] your Measures' & that 
I can safely acquit myself of being guilty of want of all proper & necessary 
execution. 

I will cordially, & ever have given, every effort in my power to your 
measures, but I will submit that it will place me a much fitter position, if I were 
required not to comply with the isolated wishes of any one individual Magistrate, 
but rather with those of the deliberate judgments of many of the Justices of a 
District - I have deemed this explanation to be quite necessary - and I remain My 
dear Duke 

Very sincerely & faithfully 
Yours 

Newcastle 
 
 
 
Ne C 6136 - Copy letter from Henry Pelham-Clinton, 4th Duke of 
Newcastle under Lyne, Clumber Park, Nottinghamshire, to William 
Cavendish-Scott-Bentinck, 4th Duke of Portland; 13 Mar. 1839 
 
Copy 

Clumber 
March 13 

1839 
My dear Duke 

I have to thank you for yours dated yesterday & just received. It is 
perfectly satisfactory to me & I trust that from henceforth nothing may ever occur 
to interrupt this harmony & good understanding which I hope we both desire to 
maintain & perpetuate between the houses of Welbeck & Clumber. If you should 
be seriously threatened ever, assure yourself that in me you have an ally, as well 
as a neighbour, who will shrink from no toil, danger, or personal risk, to protect 
your life & property should they ever be assailed, or menaced. [p. 2] When your 
letter arrived I was on the point of writing to inform you of an incidental 
circumstance which occurred here - & also to transmit for your perusal & 
information the letter yesterday received from L[or]d J. Russell. 

A Pedlar, who, I believe, goes the rounds of our houses habitually, called 
here yesterday, I believe, or the preceding day, & told the servants who repeated 
it as news, 'that the Duke of Portland was very much alarmed, that he had got a 
great many arms into Welbeck & was loading or had loaded them, that he was 
very much afraid of the poor people who were much exasperated against him; 
because he had sent corn out of the country & had sold it to America - I should 
not have thought this incident worth re- [p.3] porting to you but for the because, 
which is evidently a misunderstanding of something w[hic]h is believed to have 
occurred, but which you ought to be acquainted of in order that, if you think fit, 
you may do away with the imputation which is circulating to your disadvantage. 

When you had read L[or]d Johns letter pray return it to me. 
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I have put the question to him whether he will permit the special 
constables to be armed & disciplined & if he will furnish arms. 

I remain 
My dear Duke 
Yours very truly & faithfully 

N 
 

 
Ne C 5072 - Letter from Lord John Russell, Whitehall, London, to Henry, 
4th Duke of Newcastle under Lyne; 16 Mar. 1839 
 

Whitehall 16 March 1839. 
My Lord 
 
I have laid before the Queen your Grace's letter of the 12th instant, requesting 
permission for the South Notts Yeomanry Cavalry to assemble on the second of 
May for eight days Permanent duty / including marching days / at Nottingham 
and to be inspected on the Ninth of the same month, and I am to inform your 
Grace, that Her Majesty is graciously pleased to approve thereof. 

I have the Honor to be, 
My Lord,  

Your Grace's 
Very Obedient Servant, 

J. Russell 
His Grace 
The Duke of Newcastle 
 
 
Ne C 5079 - Letter from Lord John Russell, Whitehall, London, to Henry, 
4th Duke of Newcastle under Lyne; 30 Apr. 1839  

 
Whitehall 

April 30th 1839 
 

My Lord, 
 
Having laid before the Queen your Grace's recent Correspondence with the Lord 
Chancellor, I have received Her Majesty's Commands to acquaint your Grace that 
Her Majesty has no further occasion for your Grace's Services as Lord Lieutenant 
and Custos Rotulorum of the [p. 2] County of Nottingham. 
 
I have the honor to be, 

My Lord, 
Your Grace's 

Most Obedient 
Humble Servant 

J Russell 
 
His Grace 
The Duke of Newcastle K.G. 
 
 
Ne C 5088 - Letter from William, 4th Duke of Portland, Welbeck [Abbey], 
Nottinghamshire, to Henry, 4th Duke of Newcastle under Lyne; 14 May 
1839 
 

Welbeck  May 14 1839  
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Dear Duke of Newcastle,  
I heard yesterday at Mansfield that you were come to Clumber - In case I 

should not find you, I write this to tell you, that in consequence of a letter to me 
from Sir C. Napier preceded by Lord J. Russell's circular letters to the Magistrates, 
I convened on Saturday a meeting of those acting at Mansfield to be held 
yesterday, to consider of the best [p. 2] means of putting that part of the Country 
in a state of defence against outbreaks, which Sir Charles said he expected on 
Whit Monday or perhaps sooner.  

It is evident from this, as well as the re-inforcing of the troops, and the 
encouragement of armed Associations & armed Constables, that the Government 
have intelligence which creates in them most serious [p. 3] alarms of early 
impending danger. I am happy to say, that not only were the Magistrates 
unanimous in recommending, but the respectable inhabitants of Mansfield were 
eager in promoting the formation of themselves into Volunteer Corps and I have 
no doubt that their example will be followed by all the towns in the 
neighbourhood. Sir T. White told me that he was [p. 4] sure the Inhabitants of 
Worksop will be anxious (for he had heard so there) to follow the example - and I 
am desirous of knowing your pleasure on the subject, in order that when I am 
there tomorrow, I may if you approve of it, encourage the measure by saying 
that it has your sanction as I have no doubt it will. 

My own information, & in that Mr Unwin's agrees with mine, [is] that no 
[p. 5] concerted great & simultaneous movement is intended to take place so 
soon. I believe the Chartists are not ready for it. 

But in the first place it would be presumptious to stake the safety of the 
County on our mere opinion & information, against that possessed by 
Government - and in the next place nothing is more possible than that without 
being concerted [p. 6] an outbreak may be produced by some accident at a 
moment when vast numbers of idle & unemployed people ripe for mischief, will 
have nothing else to do- 

Ever dear D of Newcastle 
Yours very sincerely  

Scott Portland  
 
The Admiralty has demonstration ships - If we have Demonstration [p. 7] 
Volunteers in apparently great numbers, they will serve to overawe & prevent 
insurrection & if half of them are old women no better than myself the reputation 
of numbers will do good as well as reality. 
 
 
Ne C 5090  - Letter from Mr. C. O'Donnell, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire, 
to Henry, 4th Duke of Newcastle under Lyne, with enclosed copy notice; 
20 May 1839 
 
Private 

Nottingham 20th May 1839 
My Lord Duke 

I have had the honor of receiving your Grace's letter of yesterday. 
The Chartists have, as your Grace is probably aware, announced meetings 

for 
Leicester Monday (this day) 
Derby  Tuesday 
Nottingham Wednesday (Race Course 2 Oclock) 
Loughboro' Thursday 
Sutton  Friday or Saturday 
& Mansfield 

It was arranged in the first instance that every Chartist should come to the 
ground well but secretly armed but that he should not make use of his arms 
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unless he met with some interference. They have now, however, become much 
alarmed as will be perceived by a Notice issued yesterday or this day, copy [p. 2] 
of which I herewith enclose. 

From the information I have been enabled to collect there is no probability 
of any overt act being committed by the Chartists at these meetings, nor do I 
think that any very exciting language will be used. 

The presence of a large military Force in this Town has been to these 
'worthies' a source of mystery & apprehension. Rockets, Rifles, Sabres, Great 
Guns & Ammunition must dance through their imagination 'in all the mages of 
metaphorical confusion' -  

I have had sent to me a 'Caltrop' or 'Crows-foot' which instrument is 
intended to be scattered in thousands on ground likely to be the scene of 
operations of Cavalry!!! 

The Magistrates of this Town, who, upon the whole, take a different view 
of the aspect of affairs to the Magistrates of the County generally, had [p. 3] a 
meeting a few days since at which it was agreed that no notice should be taken of 
the Chartist meeting about to take place at Nottingham; but they made no public 
declaration of their sentiments. The County Magistrates assembled on Saturday & 
entered into resolutions evincing a degree of determination as may be seen by 
their hand bill warning all persons from attending the Chartists meeting on 
Wednesday. - The latter (Magistrates) have however written to the Home 
Secretary for instructions how to act on the occasion of the meeting in question. 

Both bodies of Public Functionaries, however, are to meet together in 
consultation at noon tomorrow when it is expected the Home Secretary's Answer 
will be received. 

The Troops will of course be in readiness on Wednesday to attend to any 
requisition from the Civil Power.- 

I shall have the honor of waiting on Your Grace at the George 4th Hotel on 
Wednesday [p. 4] and am, 

My Lord Duke, 
Your Graces 

Very obedient 
humble servant 

C.R. O'Donnell 
 

P.S. 
 
I forgot to mention that 3 Troops of the South Nott[inghamshire] Yeo[manry] 
Cavalry will relieve the Sherwood Rangers at Mansfield on Thursday next - Sir 
Thomas W. White would not listen to being relieved until after the result of the 
meeting here was made known. The Patriotism & Soldier like conduct of the 
Sherwood Rangers reflects on their commander & on them the greatest praise. 

C.R.oD 
 
[p. 5] 
 
Copy 

Inhabitants of Nottingham & Vicinity 
The Central Committee beg to inform you, that there is no foundation for the 
report respecting the Arrest of your Delegates, it being nothing more than A Bare 
Lie! We further inform you, that Feargus O'Conner & other Members of the 
Convention are sure to be here. 
Men of Nottinghamshire, be Orderly, be firm & leave even your Walking Sticks at 
home, as the Committee have full confidence that no interference+ with the 
Meeting will take place, & that the reports to the contrary are entirely groundless. 

(By Order of the Committee) 
J. Bradley, Chairman 
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N.B. The Committee not wishing to cause any unnecessary excitement in the 
Town, will dispense with any Procession, so that every one may attend the 
Meeting at his own convenience. 
 
Committee Rooms, Halifax Place 
May 20 1839 
 

¦ R. Sutton. Printer Bridlesmithgate Nottingham 
 
 
+ It was otherwise determined in the first instance - 600 men were, it is said, to 
go from Sutton in Ashfield - all armed but not to use their arms unless interfered 
with. 
 
 


