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The Knitters’ Circular

The invention of the stocking frame in
1589 by Calverton curate William Lee
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An organ for the Hosiery Trade.
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A depiction of William Lee's inspiration for the stocking frame from Vol 1 of The Knitters’ Circular and Monthly Record

able to produce at a fast rate stockings, (Leicester, 1894). PSC ACC 2971
underwear, and eventually lace (by

dropping stitches to create holes in the fabric). The frames could be
operated from home, providing work for whole tamilies with women
and children engaged in finishing the knitted garments.

The East Midlands became the centre for framework knitting thanks in part

to local developments in cotton and silk spinning by Richard Arkwright and
Jedediah Strutt, and wages which undercut those set by the London-based
Framework Knitters Company. William Felkin’s 1844 census of stocking frames
found more than 27 times the number in the East Midlands than the rest of the
country combined.

Machine-made lace was an offspring ot the hosiery industry thanks to the
invention of a machine patented in 1809, based on the stocking frame, by
Derbyshire framesmith John Heathcoat. It was capable of replicating the
motion of cushion lace bobbins to twist the yarn, creating a hexagonal bobbin
net to which a pattern was added by temale hand embroiderers.

Lace machines were tinally able to produce patterned lace when in 1813
Nottinghamshire’s John Levers introduced the machine which bears his name
(also spelled Leavers). The machine used jacquard cards, punched cards
controlling the threads, to create the pattern. Nottingham lace became
famous around the world, and lace machines manutactured in the region
were widely exported. When the lace industry fell into decline, the skilleo
mechanics would go on to bring their expertise to the city’s bicycle
industry.
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An employee working the last stocking frame at Frederick Longdon &
Co Ltd, Derby, c.1970s. BLD 13/4.
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550.—Nottingham Lace-running or Embroidering.
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Nottingham lace-running from The arts and industry of all nations...
(London, c.1860). Charles Knight Collection Oversize N7425.A7.
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n ; 144 | Btoney Stanton . . 200 : . bl . ),
‘ ﬂmiﬁtmm . 10| Stanton under Bardon . 49 And 16,382 frames in Nottinghamshire in 1844, at— ‘
‘ Newton Harcourt - 37 | SBmeeton . - 140 Awsworth - . 10| Hoveringham - 45
Newhbold Verdor » 60| Bapeote . . 220 Aunesley . . 5 | Kirkby Woodhouse . 501 .
O Osgathorpe ’ 24 | Thurleston ; . 85 Attenborough . . 27|Keyworth . . 78
Gggb; - . 850 | Thorpe Acre . 47 Arnold ; : 1397 | Lenton - ;23 O
‘ Peatling, Great . 30 | Thringston . . 160 Beeston . . 275 | Lowdham . 1 a4
S Gilgendao > . 188 | Thurcaston . : 11 | Bingham . : 58 | Leakes, Great . . 119 O
Quesnborough : 110 | Thornton - | e Brameote : . 33| Lambla B . 381
‘ Ratbhy - » 120 | Whitwick . . 423 Brinsley, Kimberly, &e. 558 lhnsﬁa{li . . 821 ‘
Rearsby . . 70 | Wykin . R 1 Bradmore " » 84 | Mansfield Woodhouse 194 ‘
Q Rothl . . 159 | Wimeswould : 10 l Basford . . 518 | Nottingham and Sneinton 3490
Ehaupgawi . . 1209 | Wolvey - . 150 Bulwell . . 606 | Newar : < 6 ‘
‘ Sileby . . 500 | Whetstone . . 207 Barton . . 10 | Normanton-on-Soar . 10
Syston . . 280 | Walcota L . 140 - Blidworth . . 93| Oxton : . 56 8>
‘ Baddington : . 34| Wigston, Great : 550 Bridgeford . - 52 | Orston i . b
‘ Button Cheney A 15 Wiﬁ:-ugh'bj Waterless . 80 Burton Joyee . «» 106 | Radford, Old and New, and ‘
Sheresby . . 60| Woodhouse and Eaves 158 Calverton . . 409 Ison Green . . 115 ‘
O Stapleton . 4 23 | 21 villages amongst them . 72 Costock . » 80 | Ruddington : 343
Stoke Golding . . 206 Cossall . ‘ 9 | Rempstone . . 12 ‘
O Bhornford . . 56 Total 20811 Uln{thurpa . . 67 |Sutton-in-Ashfield . 1968
Carlton . L 589 { Skiaﬂ:;y . . 143 ‘
9, - : Collingham . . 6|Shelford . : 10
In Derbyshire 6447 frames were enumerated in 1844, Cﬂt%'m'ra i : 20 | Bereveton - v 12 M
O i Chilwell . . 77| Selston and Bagth 191
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; ne - . 80 | Sout ¢ ;
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S A : . 100 | Kirk Treton . PETp o SRR | B o SRR SRR O
‘ 'BBre] uﬁoﬁg E n 5{5} &fﬂgﬂm 3 2 gﬂ',r %ﬂncﬂﬁe'f . . 69 |13 villages amongst them 25 ‘
. % : . ¥ u orkard ‘ 973 _—
& %ﬁﬂkﬂﬂﬁﬂn i |0 R SR cnrin . L Hucknall Hustwayte . 200 Total 16382 )
%, S e L e e It was estimated that there were in addition the fol- )
% Breadsall . . 10 | Matlock : « 1 150 lowing frames in England :— O
Borrowash . . 28 | Melbouwrn . . 111
Coxbench . . 46 | Normanton, South . 147 London . . 74 | Northstoke . . 12 ‘
‘ Codnor - . 137 | Ockbrook . - 147 Canterbury . 6 | Twining . . a0
S Crich snd Fyitchley . 245 | Pentridge . .6 Chacomb : . 25| Winchcombe . 10
Cromford ; . 20| Spondon J 4 117 Middleton Cheney . 24 | Exoter . - X 8
Dobeross . a2 - « 102 ‘
O Clay Cross . : 20 | Bmalley A . 150 o Godalming
Chesterfield and Brampton . 60 | Sandiacre . : 16 dersfield . 6 | Feversham . - 10 O
‘ Drayeott - 26 | Bawley . « 29 Leadgate . - 10| Flewer ¢ oo B
Darleydale . .20 Tnddiﬁton ] 8 Wakefield . . 40 | Barnsley . 6 O
O Danby. ¥ : 20 | Tibshelf and Blackwell . 223 Mushontarc = . 10 | Halifax 6
S Duffield ; . 151 | Wingfield, South . 250 SR & . ClSeads 5 O
Derby and Little Chester 700 | Wessington . . 100 Mnn ok . g 1k i 4 ":":1 th . ; .
O Ban, Litle . . 24|WidworhDalo . 10 Imwlby : : o oo e U -5
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Above: List of stocking frames in 1844 and Heathcoat's
'‘Old Loughborough’ bobbin net machine, both from

A History of the Machine-wrought Hosiery and Lace
Manufactures by William Felkin (London, 1867). East
Midlands Special Collection Not 3.022 FEL.

ﬁ Unive[sitg of
Nottingham

a2
UK | CHINA | MALAYSIA

Designed by UoN Design



