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. There are few persons in this part of England who know
“any thing of the History of the Stocking Frame, and who(
probably have not heard that it was the invention of William
- Lee, of Calverton, in this county, a student in the University X
of Cambridge. This gentleman, it is caid, being in love with §
a young lady, found that her iucessant occupation in knitting,
1eft her no leisure to receive his addesses; and that resentment
for slighted love, prompted him to invent a inachine, which
should supersede the necessity of kuitting,
At preseut, a person-vamed Ngp Lubp, is become more

The early 1800s were a time of turmoil tfor the tframework knitting
industry. Appeals to Parliament failed to alleviate the sufterings S oy e ImCeiNGH NAd-LEU <Rl 5Ty people. ppote, S

o : : ¢ an -ideal persunage; but is, or lately was, an inhabitant of O

Austey, near Leicester, where he was apprenticed to learn the
experienced by framework knitters as a result of over production, S ey o ST OR Fer i e oy i ke A
X copfinement of the frame, did neot exert himself to the satis-

the Napoleonic War (which hindered export), and a change of S faction of his master, who' complained of bim to the Magiurate
: e T S U'r' LI- b ir: ?:;- r”' i(; | a%:evi r ,t;*aslbs;ma;
fashion that favoured trousers over hose and breeches. G w Gl AU T o ol b Ry iR

Xgetting a great lammer, and entirely demolishing the machine,
X which he cousidered as the occasion of his punishment,

The Nottingham Review gives one explanation

for the origin of the term ‘Luddite’, claiming that a
' ! disgruntled apprentice framework knitter namea
ljo a/Yb \5 ’l/lj de Ned Ludd once took a hammer to his frame.
Nottingham Review, 20 December 1811. East

Midlands Special Collection Periodicals:Not.
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The East Midlands Luddite campaign began in 1811 and involved gangs of 05‘1"33?;2?I‘éﬁﬁ“ﬁ’i’f}'{-}ﬁl‘f‘sﬁf{?ﬁi 2if%"hfé‘i‘;?(%ﬁiﬁ-‘sﬁ{’{’é‘f‘s:’,ﬁiféﬂj o
masked men smashing the machines of the hosiers exploiting workers. Attempts B SIS SU MV P SN IR SIORISTISRIRSIS LY. B e
to unionise ha d fai\e d an d many may have fe\ t tha t violence Was the Oﬂ‘y Op tion ’, " ''''''''' f __________ ;{
available. Their actions have been described as a form of negotiation by riot and they had very
specific aims: to protest at unfair pay (they had to pay rent on the frames they worked, and the bag Sl a b
hosiers who collected their work might pay them ‘in truck’ with goods not money); the production of f’if;
‘cut ups’' made on wider frames and cut and sewn to shape which were being passed off as superior | e z : =2
fully-fashioned stockings; and the use of untrained workers. TH"E}ES%‘éi}‘;bc?’é‘wé%‘?m? Sosmus Toists | { |0 LTI
James Tow\e Of Nottingham and hl g acc:omp\ices were execute d under the 181 2 BIH WhICh made {:’*""
. : : : : ) Left: Aloum of broadsides relating to Nottinghamshire trials: 1759-1862. East Midlands
frame-breaking a capital oftence, charged with breaking 54 lace machines at Heathcoat and Boden's Shsial EAISTior vbraitg Nk T DS ALE SRor: Rmorts of the Hibl SAISA Towld,

(Nottingham, 1817). East Midlands Special Collection Lei 3.H64 REP. Right: Statement

lace factory. It was rare for lace frames to be targeted, and it seems that a gang was recruited D ety Ve b e AL S Nty of his b5 MoAd ot Bhb. bie C 456823

following a decrease in wages. The ‘Loughborough job" was to have lasting consequences; after the

attack, Heathcoat moved production to Tiverton, Devon. Despite the etforts of the Government’s ¢ Leil47.030.087
Secret Committee and the sizeable rewards offered for information, it was rare for Luddites (or Neds) WﬂHKEw“NEHAM
to confess, or for witnesses to come torward. Solidarity Forever!
The unions of the twisthands and framework knitters were reluctant to give equal pay or status
to the women or Asian workers who formed a large proportion of the workforce. In the Manstield ARIBTARE
Hosiery strike Inquiry, the Race Relations Board found evidence of “opposition of members and {  RmonoeCommedhmie  § WORKERS WK
ot : SO : - S a dispute between employees of the E S i S
officials of the Union to training coloured workers as knitters”. Fr 1 e N e Kl © : TENTON CIRIK :

X oughborough and their employer. % 2 R §

The strike at Crepe Sizes Limited in Lenton concerned poor conditions, Left: Report...Mansfield Hosiery Mill S

. . Bl : . : : ; Limited... (London, 1972). East Midlands % g % N %

racism and discrimination against unionised staff. As trade declined, Collection Pamphlet Lei 247.030 DEP. : b § :
conditions for textile workers deteriorated and by the 1990s Leicester had  right Nottingham Worker Vol. 1 no. 1, June TS :

; o Y 1972. East Midlands Collection Periodicals:Not. E e 3 E E

become known as the sweatshop capital of Britain. : Ofy % 3
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