W.E. Gladstone from Thomas Archer,I William Ewart
Gladstone and his contemporaries (1898), vol. 1
(University Special Collection DA563.4.A7).

William Ewart Gladstone (1809-98) was probably the
most famous political figure of the nineteenth
century. Initially a Conservative, he became a
committed Liberal and served as Prime Minister of
Britain and Ireland four times between 1868 and
1894. He was popularly known as “The People’s
William’, and, in later life, as the ‘Grand Old Man’,
or more simply as ‘G.O.M.’

Born in Liverpool of Scottish ancestry, Gladstone died at his wife’s family

home in Hawarden, Wales, but Nottinghamshire was the location of his

earliest political success and retained a special interest for him

throughout his life. This exhibition commemorates the bicentenary of

Gladstone’s birth on 29 December 1809. It demonstrates the diversity of

Gladstone’s links with the county and the city of Nottingham, and uses

local material to illustrate a few of the themes that engaged Gladstone in

his political career.
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Nottingham Park, one of four views ofthe Park by C.J. Greenwood, published as coloured
lithograph by Thomas Forman, 1850 (University ACC 830/40).

Gladstone held the seat of Newark-on-Trent as
Conservative M.P. from 1832 to 1846. This
brought close involvement with the estate and
family affairs of the Dukes of Newcastle and
their neighbours, including the Portland and
Denison families. As a trustee of the
Newcastle Estate, after 1864, Gladstone was
personally involved in the development of

Nottingham Castle and Park.
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Legal document recording Gladstone’s actions with
other Trustees in business concerned with the Newark
Estate, 3 March 1865 (University Newcastle Collection
Ne 6 D 2/36/65/1).
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SITY COLLEGE, NOTTINGHAM.
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The speeches of Mr. Gladstone an théooccasion of laying

for the new University
College, were reported in the daily papers. We give an Tllus-

this ceremony

ality and

Description of the laying of the
foundation stone of University
College, from lllustrated London
News, vol. 71, 6 October 1877.

Ticket of admission to hear
Gladstone speak at Alexandra Rink
(University East Midlands Special
Collection Not 3.F19 NOT O/S X).

A ceremony of special significance for Nottingham and
the University took place in September 1877, when the
foundation stone of University College, Nottingham was
laid. Gladstone gave public speeches at the ceremony and
at the Alexandra Rink later the same day. The event was
given extensive media coverage, both locally and
nationally. Unfortunately, Gladstone’s political
commitments meant that he had to send his apologies

when University College was formally opened in 1881.
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Extract from Gladstone’s speech,
from Nottingham Daily Journal, 28
September 1877.

e

10, Dotning Sireet

187 afal (84

gt-f,z.{‘p

J Bank g fesii ‘fﬂ Forr
Lieilalion & allecn & Ctuiiing &
e Z(«Jﬂuu'g M:f;. J Pesecd
Lequl 5‘.@7 kerototr Gnl ""f“,&
as S Lilece. A M’c Sfiril tread
hm“luﬁ“ Clicen al" W@y*
&;m..' Lttt o Charges {ﬂ z
fefpine wilt Ze ?rwf,ﬁ...(—(.'s
Hiilte Zal F caunet toderlabe
lallenn avg 2llelration

Letter from Prime Minister Gladstone, 10
Downing Street, regretting that ‘the gravest public
duties’ prevent him attending the opening of
Nottingham University College, 18 April 1881
(University Gripper Collection MS 678/10).

The exhibition has been curated by Dr Richard Gaunt, of the School of History at

the University of Nottingham, in association with staff in the University’s

Manuscripts and Special Collections and Nottinghamshire Archives. It draws on

material from the University’s collections and from Nottinghamshire Archives and

other local sources.

* ‘ Nottingham Lakeside Arts Centre, Weston Gallery Exhibitions: W.E. GLADSTONE. THE GRAND OLD MAN IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. Presented in association with Nottinghamshire Archives @
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lllustration of the ceremony,
from lllustrated London News,



Cartoon reflecting the issue of the Corn Laws, 1816 (University Political Portraits Collection Pol P 25).

One of many reform U,
o Loty * %0
issues that Gladstone 4 % _"f

became associated with

was the corn laws. The
price of corn was a key

question in nineteenth

century Britain

because it had a direct

impact on the price of

PoriTican Bauasen _ Unepected Inapeclior_or A (oot olel Mecaler lakeirp o foeefo smilo e stale of Bonglusmaelf. f

bread. At times of
economic hardship, crowds would take to the streets in support of lower

prices. On several occasions there were riots in Nottingham.

TO THE

- ELECTORS
Of YOTTINGHAM.

In 1815, the British government

introduced a Corn Law to protect

domestic farmers from the pressure

of international competition by

regulating prices in the face of

Gladstone was a supporter of the Corn Law but the Irish Potato Famine
of November 1845 forced him and others to re-consider their views. He
supported the Prime Minister, Sir Robert Peel, in his decision to repeal
the Corn Law. This cost Gladstone the electoral support of the 4th Duke
of Newcastle, who was a keen protectionist. Gladstone gave up his
Newark seat rather than cause deeper divisions, although the local election
committee had resolved to support him. He remained outside Parliament

for the next eighteen months.

Resolutions of Gladstone’s
committee, recommending
that “he be requested to offer
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The SIZE of the LOAF
previous to the adoption
of those measures which
the Friends of the Blue
Interest call < The good
Old Cause.”

The SIZE of the LOAF
at the present time, and
a PROOF of the AD-
VANTAGES derived

Jrom < The GOOD
OLD CAUSE.”

imports. Landowners and farmers
supported this ‘protectionist’ policy

but it was deeply unpopular with

always moving in the direction of free trade

It then appeared to

e N e b S the wider population. In the

* 'Thus, you have to consider which to choose, Nottingham by—election of 1818,
DEAR BREAD and the BLUE INTEREST, or
CHEAP BREAD and the CAUSE of INDEPEN-

DENCE.

Mr. Bircu and Lorp RanNcrirre have PLEDGED
THEMSELVES to support the REPEAL of the
CORN BILL ; Mr.Switn will not give any Pledge.

the contrasting large and small

£

loaves came to symbolise the battle

between protectionists and their
Juve 18th, 1818,

! 2 99NN, PRINTER.)

‘free trade’ opponents.

Broadsheet about the Corn Laws, Nottingham, 1818
(University East Midlands Special Collection Not1.F19.NOT O/S, p.86).

In the 1840s, while Gladstone was M.P. at Newark, the Anti-Corn Law
League escalated the campaign against the Corn Law, using innovative

techniques such as ‘free trade’ stickers on envelopes to spread their message.

e —

Anti-Corn Law League sticker on letter from Priscilla McLaren, sister of John
Bright, 22 August 1842 (University Bright McLaren Collection N Mc 1/11).

me that the case wag materially altered by even
open. to me to pursue that cautious course
Was Imminent, in which it wag plain that tW-O
really find place, on the one side for r
permanent maintenance of a corn la
gfernrerally and on principle,

ts; 1t was no Ionger
A great struggle

parties only could
epeal, on the other side for

w and a protective system

Extract recording Gladstone’s views on protection and free trade, from John
Morley, Life of William Ewart Gladstone, vol. 1, 284 (London, 1903) (University
Library DA563.4.M6).

Lord George Bentinck, the son of
the 4" Duke of Portland, became the
leader of the Protectionist M.P.s in
Parliament. With Benjamin Disraeli,
Bentinck became Peel’s fiercest critic
during the repeal campaign.
Gladstone never forgot this. In many
respects, it marked the beginning of

the political feud between Gladstone

and Disraeli.

— RN
LORD GEORGE BENTINCK.

Lord George Bentinck from Cassell's lllustrated History of England (London, 1863),
Revised edition, VII, 589 (University East Midlands Special Collection Not 1.W8 HOW).
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James Gillray’s satirical cartoon ‘Barbarities in the West Indies’ (1791) supports the early anti-slavery campaigners with a
savage depiction of the treatment of slaves by their owners (University Political Cartoons MS 482/7).

Britain had finally
abolished the slave
trade in 1807, after a
hard fought campaign.
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But the condition of

slavery continued to

exist in the British

Empire until 1833.
The plight of the

slaves employed on

plantations in the
West Indies kept the
issue alive, but there were many different political opinions on the best

way forward. Public interest made the question a key issue in the General
Election of 1832.

Slavery was a particularly difficult question for

Gladstone notice to electors of Newark, 1832 (From
Newark Museum Collection at Nottinghamshire
Archives, DD/NM/2/1/75).

TO THE

ELECTORS

OF NEWARK.

GENTLEMEN,
If the confidence of success, with which T last
addressed you, had been ealT::Icn‘l'nnf; mﬂv::rtulmg:. it

That prineiple is, let emancipation go band in hand
with nmll to i'.,_;ny freedom : lot fitness be promoted
und accel 1 by every possible means.

would have received it from u
increase of your nssurances of suppnrt_.nd
k forward engerly to the period, now so near,
whunl !;:n will have further means of ascertaining my
litical sentiments in public, and of judging far your-
ﬁves, whether my anticipations of victory have been
otherwise than just. f i
1 have to advert ton placard signed, *“The Negroes
Real Friend,” from respect, not tothe matter it contains,
but to the estimable body it addresses; and from which
it is my pride to receive a mlppnrt, not only influentinl
and extensive, but farther valuable, because given upon
striotly christion principles. AR
As regards the pamphlet to whi it alludes, Iam,
i , propared to show, that by applying
:: sl ooy mni{r:.' 'F o8 aimed }nl l1t-e-rmm
particular “plans, and to the slave as unlugl.tcnf!l_h_v

1 deplore the introduction of Slm‘erﬁ- : 1 deplore it
continuance : 1 desire its extinetion: but 1 complain
that the unprepared abolition which some persons among
you desire, though it might be immediate, would be
neither permanent nor effectual : but, ta the utter rimn
of the ‘.‘Evu—m the sorrow of their real friends—to the
confsion of their pretended ones—would prove more
flecting than a shadow, and more empty than a name.
Such has ever been, such is, and such [ trust shall
be, my langunge. Such it was “in a private room at
the Clinton Arms” : sueh it was, when it was ad
from the window to three times the nimber of persons
who attended the * public meeting of the Electors
and such I hope it will be, when on Tuesday 1 attend the
Electors in public, duly and lawfully eanvoked, and
attend and answer questions, not cmanating from an
i ble and self- ituted body.

i tatements referring to his natural d
::lmin;d u::lmnph to infer a conclusion, direetly
opposed to the public pledge, which Mr. Gindstone gave
by his Parlinmentary Vote in 1823 :

1 submit that even waore it otherswise, the anly

nestions for you - w
isfactory, and whether you have the means of
?ﬁfwﬁuﬁ 1 betray them. 'L am botnd by my own
declarations, and by those of vo other man

E - "

Meantime | cannot forget, that the English Factory
Children are permitted to grow up in almost as great
jemorance nmr deadness of heart, as the West Indian
Negroes, ;

Nor, that the Irish, nay too often the English poor,
are far less plentifully supplicd with the necessaries and
camforts ufTifu.

Nor, that nearly four-fifths of the cotton goods we all
are the produce slave fabour, exacted under a

Other placards have heen circul 4 stating-
1. That my familyhavepurchased seatsin

I That they have voted agninst the measures
introduced there to benefit the slaves,

111, That they * owe all they possess” to Slavery.

Gentlemen, these statements, one and all are—
a 1 am sorry to have to add, that these placards, cir-
eulated and ex: by persons whom 1 forbear to name,
tind boen published without the printer's name, or it had
beencut off : for which cach of thuse s was liable
by law to a penalty of £20. And fu : that by thus
destroying the means which the law provides, for pre-
venting lie publication of libellous matter, they w‘r.
YOI a0 opportinity ofjudg‘angl. what was THEIR O N.
opinicn of the nature of the statements they were
spreading. g : :

As regards this eirculation of, alse matter in an itlegal
mumer, to resent it would be unchristian, to complain of
it unmanly : but it is neither the ane nor the other, to
doplore, that this violation of_ti;n law should have heen
committed in the name of Religion,

1 shall auswer no more llllll:h nltnnh.m;iil they n:;
wered for all upon the hustings : and 1 am mu
r'smkm :nnf;n it shullygcn found, that this nnscrupulous
conduet, not only betokens conscious weakness, bit will
injure aoy ecaiise which may be encumbered with its
friendship. It will fall hurmless upon my faithfal

friends3 1t will disgust my honest opponents.

I admit, thot 1 have founded my principle on the
authority of Seripture, and if any man can drive me
from that ground, [ will never attempt to occupy any

system far more rigorous than our own, "
Shonld the slave question therefore be neglected?
God forbid; but why do these persons study to exelude
others from sharing your attention Em i
Why do they not remind you, that weareat pr .
“ i;:u utterly uqng:lllmi:edhuﬁrlx lmﬁ;l?“gn?kad.
against our ancient friends the Dutch, iney i
the horrors of ral war.
!I“?‘ml qul‘llll:i:lci\:;n:ln‘\g i wnmlife. and
the means of lifi ¥ e I "
Jentl uid in their conduet the symptoms
dapﬂ(;:nlst::'::lnlu,:;‘mt away as dificulties inorease
them 1I‘I|r.y know the warmth with which you
support those truly English and constitutional ]:r!m:-plu
which 1 have the henour to uphold—they kuow the
derating strength of our | and the fidelity
with which they will be kept. Aud I foriny part know,
that you will wait to hear my answers to any objections
which may be mised on the seore of conscience: U at you
will rejeet with scorn the briefand worthless gratification
which more debasing offers would hold out: that you

will ber your tried attach to the ke
of your country and the principles of your forefathers,
ang in so deing effectually p the § pros-

ity of your town.
» i‘n I'I):u prospect of a speedy and trinmphant
meeting with you,
1 romain, Gentlemen,
Your obliged and faithful Servant,

W. E. GLADSTONE.

Gladstone responded with a
handbill of his own in which he
based his opposition to the
immediate emancipation of the
slaves upon passages in the Bible.
Gladstone argued that slaves
should not be given their
freedom immediately but first
had to prove their fitness to use
that freedom responsibly. He
supported schemes of education
and apprenticeship in order to
prepare slaves for a future state of
independence. He also suggested
that the living conditions of
factory workers in England and

the Irish poor were as deserving

father’s views.

Sir John Gladstone (1764-1851), from John
Morley, The Life of William Ewart Gladstone, vol.1

(London, 1903) (University Library DA563.4.M6).

1832

~ SLAVERY.

Gladstone. His father, John, a wealthy Liverpool
merchant with extensive interests in the West Indies,
had publicly defended slavery in print as recently as
1830. Election handbills were issued in which

charges were made against Gladstone because of his

‘TO THE

Members and Friends of the Wesleyan Methodist Society, Newark.

| AN Anonymons writer who styles himself “the Negroes Fricnd"
| the.mse[h:a 1o be made the Tools of Eleetioneering Pa
Oppartunity of giving a reply, which his nssumed title denies them : he will also do b

-i‘ B ~

charges the Wesleyan Ministers with sufferi f
; il ; 1 ering
rtisanship ;™ if he will avow his name, he will afford them an

If and his Candidat

Justice, if he will say when and where My Gladstone *“ clearly,

s . L " s 0 el )
expedite by his vote and influence the speedy, and, if' possible, ::n?;i:te T{

A Market Place, at a public meeting of the Electors ; 1lir

#F’ﬂa‘g‘ed himself to support and
of Slavery s was it in the

2 did he reply to th i 5 {
b- Committes ? Py 1o the questians proposed by the Anti- )
3. m.l:m 7 If Mr. Glmll.'dune clearly, openly, and JSirmiy pledged himself to the immediate exti Yt‘ B?nsh s!n\wr_r "
H A private room in the Clinton Arms lon, HE OUGHT NOT TO BE BELIEVE inction of Slavery in

Address to the Electors of Newark, he first attempts to defend Slavery

pposition to immedinte emancipation,
A, It‘ P : k. Teheid

followed with «a relapse into deeper del

and internal war,”

Mr. Gladstone's Father is deeply interested in the couti

cultivated in the West Tudies wnithont Stave i
ry, and that Pael t i
Planters ;—connect (to iy the least) the tlouti"u W e S

Father, and judge for yourselves, whether, on tho i porta i
| ) o in t
entitled to yonr UTMOST CONF’IDI-INCE.“ e

In this pamphlet Me. Gladstone says, page 20y < T have a

o { 3 ! of Slave Property: two years he publi

a letter to Sir Robert Peel, [Baldwin and Cradock, 1830,] with the intontion of pmving'ythnt ISlﬁ;-arn::m:hﬁ ey
nterfere with the West India \
statements of the

W. G. Gladstone, Esq. is * justly

L expressions of the Son with the following decisive

- . D, because, in his last printed
ought to be abolished ! but expresses his decided o e gt ““‘f"-‘;;.‘; th?; ’:d‘“'its ﬂll:;ll.:
: ng that it woul

I nsiderable vested interest in plantatio
THE PEOPLE WHO CULTIVATE THEM in two of the Colonics.”  [le afn-, ; m; i

and IN |

emancipation, page 14 and 13, ©To fix a iod for emaneipati p
lead gradually 1o such a result, and that witlﬁn ngiven'tin:':lmm“.
in our Colonies, that it must immediately lead to their n‘
% apposed to frecdom being given to the childyen of Slaves,
& to contend, that their rights or claims to relense were ul
¥ “those children™ “are to be reared and provided for ;
|3 who are oceupied in the service of their owners,
longer to have an interest in them :

B

what then is to become of these free ehildren 2"

! His sentiments as to the final abalition of Sl

that it is vain to expect, and impossible to depend wpon the labour of free Negroes in tly

& cerlain and regular supply of labour,
and lest any doubt should vemain as to the inte
in onr Col

already stated ; and that without
cultivation of these Colonies,”
i Slavery then to be interminab)

g —

v or what is the eonrse meant to e followed 2

The pamphlet is recommended as a work in whi

1
{ left to a honest mind, but the immediale abolition of Slavery, or the rivitting of its chains for ever 1!

And yet, in 1823, John Gladstone, Fsq. when Metmber

ition to evadual =
U T ilmv.!od;:idn upon a plan that is intc:tlmlto

+ | conceive, be conside 4 I
bandonment by the white i‘.],ms:nfgmt g 4
.a.m(l asks, page 10, “ wonld not the adult Sla
; ike strong with those of their children,'
it eannot be supposed that this will be done |
or by nnrses, as at present provided by their masters, who are no I

He is equally
ves be disposed
and further, how
by their parents,

ry are thus expressed, page 13, «1 require it to be admitted |
e field, for the reasons 1 have I
it s equally impossible to carry on the -.’1
Mtion of the writer, he asks, page 19, s
. I humbly conceive it i

d nfenm'm{e, which Almighty God, in the divine winl:m of his a:-:rlf

1 climates since the origin and formation of society in this world 111

ch gradual emancipation is exploded, and no altermative apparently

: : of Parlinment voted for geadual — i
. 1890 Tia . . " gradoal emaneipation

4 o he 1‘mmrl a |I1|l]l|.lcﬂflorll. to the w l{ri{] Against at—and in 1832 his Son offers himself ns 0 Candidate fol:: SmT;:
! Ok g L ion, PLEDGING HIMSELF

L Sy i S um{. S h; NG TO NOTHING but that the Slave shall

[ know that the Planters generally do, ean,
:g support something gradual, and he may ver

: ' *Methodists aud Townsmen, let ns explode such foul sophistry 1" T say Furthey,

; |ujepnml by “efficient Christian iustenction,” when he might
and will punish any Skave that attempts to obtain it; he prbﬁswesuto
¥ probably tell you that he is not responsible for his Father's sentiments !

13 not “violate your integrity, and fulsify your * by abandoning your pri “Be‘::"::flﬁi:h J:Elimuery," do
. s i i SR 1) ¥ o ‘ TR
i“ . seruples’ and have been “ unsettled by misrepresentation” you ave now ealled upou to decide. y e A =
; THE NE REAL
4 Newank, Dec, 4th. 1832, Gnons PRIEND.
% i Hayge, Printer, Newark,
A

Anti-Gladstone Election Poster, 1832 (From
Newark Museum Collection at Nottinghamshire
Archives, DD/NM/2/1/74).
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position of the African slave, unaware of the blessings of the 1] e e . i
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by taxation and poverty (University Political Portraits Pol P 24). Y o n ¢}

Extract from report of Gladstone’s responses to questions about the freeing
of slaves, from Nottingham Journal, 15 December 1832, p.2.

BLAVERY

Robert Seymour’s ‘Slavery/Freedom’, in McLean’s...Caricatures, no.

es ought .

Gladstone was closely questioned on the issue at the election, especially by
members of the Wesleyan Methodist Society who were keen supporters of
abolition. His maiden speech in the House of Commons was delivered
during the debates on the abolition bill in 1833. Later in the following
year, after reports of riots in
the West Indies reached
England, Gladstone
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government had introduced a
form of ‘modified slavery’
rather than full emancipation.
Extract of letter from Gladstone to the Earl of Lincoln, 27 September 1834 refers to the

‘disappointment of the Negroes at the apparent noncorrespondence of promise & performance’
(University Newcastle Collection Ne C 11774).
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The cult of celebrity is now encouraged by a continuous stream of digital
images and stories about well-known public figures — from political
leaders to footballers. In Gladstone’s lifetime, a revolution in mass
communications was made possible by photography, the telegraph and
daily newspapers. The public had new ways of hearing about their

politicians. Growing literacy and an expanding political electorate extended

the appetite for news.
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‘Mr. Gladstone, 1886: Tree-
Felling’, from John Morley,
The Life of Gladstone.
Popular edition ... (London,
1927) (University Library,
DA563.4.M6).

Gladstone’s celebratory ‘chairing’ by his electors is illustrated in ‘“The Triumph of
Greenwich’ from Judy, or the serio-comic journal, 1 November 1871.

When he entered parliament, few members of the
public would have recognized Gladstone. They
learned his appearance from newspaper sketches and
political cartoons. As Chancellor of the Exchequer in
the 1850s and 1860s, Gladstone became known as
TS (he People’s William® and the demand for images

grew. Photographers responded with pictures of him in both official and

informal settings. He was often shown with trees and axes, because people

knew that tree felling was one of his favourite pastimes.

ELECTROPATHIG=BELT

By the 1860s, Gladstone’s public
speeches, characterized by their
passionate delivery, attracted large
crowds wherever he went. Full copies
of his addresses were sought.
Newspapers met the challenge by using
teams of journalists who reported on
Gladstone’s speeches in relay, enabling

very rapid publication.

Advertisement from the lllustrated London News,
10 April 1886, exploits popular familiarity of
Gladstone’s image and reputation.
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HOW MR. GLADSTONE’S SPEECHES
WERE REPORTED.

>

Few people who have read the reports of the

sPeeches delivered by Mr. Gladstone and Earl Car-

narvon on Thursday have any idea of the means by

which they were produced in the newspapers. Various

ideas-are thrown out by the public. Some persong

go so far as to suppose that a single reporter for each

paper is quite sufficient, as the scribe has merely to

hand over his notes to the compositors, Others wheoe

do not so readily explain the process, arrive at very

errenecus conclusiong, while the public, as a body,
' take no interest in the means at all, but simply accept
| the reports as they appear before them; As the resulf
| is effected by human agency only, it is obvious that
to catch the words as they fall from the speaker’s lips
and produce about fourtesn columns of such in the
newspapers in a few hours afterwards, the very per-
fection of mental and mechanical gkill has to be dig-
played, The system adopted by ourselves, and which
no doubt was carried out by our contemporaries,
was a3 follows:—Nire reporters constituted what we
termed our corps bhaving at their head a captain whose
duty was to so arrange them that they should tran-
gcribe into long-hand the whole of the speeches almost  Extract from account
‘immediately after the speaksrs had resumed theirseats,  of the arangements
Our cogps wers arranged as nearly together as possible ooy oy, Goborse
so that the captain could look after them, As soon a3  speeches, from
the speaking commenced the first reporter took notes  Nottingham Journal,
for five minutes, the captain being at his back 29 September1877.
to note the time. When that term was com-
pleted the flrst man was stopped and the
second set in motion for five minutes and so on

Manufacturers exploited the
instant recognition of
Gladstone’s image by associating
it with their commercial
products, illustrating the
convergence of politics,
celebrity and marketing. An
advertisement in 1886 for an
‘Electropathic Belt’ used an
unmistakable image of

Gladstone and his axe.

' Melical Battery Co. Ltd, FISHER'S GLADSTONE BAG.
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By the end of his lifetime, Gladstone was a ‘celebrity’ politician who not

only kissed babies on the election hustings but even had them named after

him, as a local record bears witness!
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Membership register for Castle Gate Congregational Church 1790-1912 includes an admission in 1904 of
‘William Ewart Gladstone Dexter’ (University Castle Gate Congregational Church Archive, CU/R2/1).
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The Gladstone public house, Loscoe Road, Carrington.
Photograph by M. Quinn, University of Nottingham
Manuscripts & Special Collections, 2009.

Magazines such as The Graphic, 4 June 1898, illustrated the progress of Gladstone’s
coffin, from his home in Hawarden, Wales, by special train to London.
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The survival of a public house,
‘The Gladstone’, in Carrington
has more than an element of
irony about it. Gladstone had
begun his political life deeply
opposed to the policy of
. - z 88 opening public houses during

T election time in order to
provide free beer to political supporters. As Prime Minister, Gladstone’s
licensing laws were also believed to be less generous than those later

introduced by Disraeli.

By the time of his death, in May 1898, Gladstone had become a national
figure with a public recognition which went beyond politics. Although he
had retired from official life in 1894, his death was treated as a moment of
national significance, comparable to the passing of the Duke of
Wellington in 1852. Gladstone was accorded a public funeral and
newspapers rushed out souvenir editions to mark the event. Columns of
print were devoted to memorializing Gladstone and assessing his

contribution to public life.

Over a century later, evidence of his public commemoration can still be

i\

seen in the streets of cities across Britain, including Nottingham. The

Cobden, Gladstone and Bright, on the Nottingham Daily Express Building.
Photograph by M. Quinn, University of Nottingham Manuscripts & Special Collections,
009.

name ‘Gladstone Street’ has an obvious connection, but ‘Ewart Road’ also

pays homage, referring to Gladstone’s middle name. Some memorials date from Gladstone’s lifetime. The nineteenth-century
taste for images of political figures in public buildings ensured a lasting
Gladstone presence in the heart of Nottingham. In 1876 Watson Fothergill’s
new building for the Nottingham Daily Express on Upper Parliament Street
included the head of Gladstone alongside Richard Cobden and John Bright.
With their prominence as leaders of the Anti-Corn Law League (1838-46)

these were suitable subjects for the Liberal newspaper to commemorate.

,

Within Nottingham UniVCrSitY "”1 THE GLADSTONE LIBERAL MEMORIAL TRUST. .

Treustocs

e e

Collection, a different kind of memorial

was maintained. For some decades after .
his death a Gladstone Memorial Prize 16 s By e v o e

was awarded for performance in History

or Political Economy. Recipients of the
essay prize included Ivy Pinchbeck and
J.D. Chambers, both of whom went on

inserting

to become historians of note.

Street names around Nottingham commemorating Gladstone. r——
Photographs by M. Quinn, University of Nottingham Manuscripts & Special Collections, 2009.

Letter from the Gladstone Liberal Memorial Trust informs the
Registrar of University College that Ivy Pinchbeck has won the
1919 award (University archives UR 616).




C.J. Grant, ‘School of Reform’, 1831 (University Political Portraits Pol P 36).

Visual political satire, expressed through black
and white or coloured caricatures, had become
an influential medium by the time of the
1830s, when agitation for reform provided

- plenty of material for the cartoonists. Initially
& such prints were circulated largely as single
sheets for the politically informed and
educated classes. They both reflected and

shaped public opinion.

Gladstone served his political apprenticeship
in the 1830s-1850s, when the long series of
Political Sketches by ‘H.B.” recorded many

events and personalities on the British

political stage. The Irish artist John Doyle was
known under this pseudonym for his
topicality and his gentle, mocking humour, in

contrast with the severe or grotesque

caricature favoured by James Gillray and r T

Sir Robert Peel and W.E. Gladstone appear in ‘Tﬁe I;Iigﬁ.t of
George Cruikshank.

Daedalus and Icarus!’, 1844 from Political Sketches of HB,
no. 809 (University Special Collection DA532.D6 O/S X).

The sheer volume of prints produced by Doyle enables us to see how
particular images of leading figures were introduced and gradually
developed. There is a marked difference in his early treatment of
Gladstone and his rival Benjamin Disraeli. Doyle showed Gladstone in
profile, but Disraeli’s exotic features and distinctive black curls became the

details giving him instant recognition.

Jon the feet of Disraeli in ‘The Ultimate or C ng ;Friumph of the New Christo-Judean
Creed’ from Political Sketches of HB, no. 808 (University Special Collection DA532.D6 O/S X).

L] $ "
"“DOCTORS DIFFER 1"
Or, William 6. * | warn you, Mr. Bull, your Constitution is being seriously impaired by that—a—person’s treatment.”
Dr, Benjamin D, *'My dear Mr. Bull, your Constitution Is perfectly safe in my hands."

Gladstone is represented as ‘The colossus of words’ in Punch or the
London Charivari, 13 December 1879.

‘A break down: Cause and effect’, 14 August 1878, taken from The
Right Hon. William Ewart Gladstone from Judy’s Point of View
(London, 1878) (University Library DA563.35.J8 O/S).

covernmENT [§ 1l
MAJORITY ‘ il
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THE COLOSSUS OF WORDS.

As the nineteenth century progressed, and the rapid mass production of
high quality illustrations became possible, caricatures were increasingly
placed within newspapers, periodicals and magazines. The establishment
of Punch in 1841, followed by the issue of the first ‘cartoon’ within its

pages, was a watershed in the history of political satire in Britain.

The parliamentary confrontation between Gladstone and Disraeli was
played out in satirical magazines, such as the Liberal-leaning Punch and
Conservative-leaning Judy. Cartoonists placed the two men in contrasting
situations, using visual puns, catchphrases, double-entendres and
allegories to poke fun at their policies and personalities. This satirical
treatment increased the popular recognition of the two men and gave the

general public a sense of broad understanding of complex political issues.

LABOUR AND REgT,

I, Wit
New Head Gardener. “Why no, GenJam;,,‘-: , William, yer

Ex-Head Gardener (refirpq from business), *+w,

The change of government from Disraeli to Gladstone is
interpreted as a gardening challenge in ‘Labour and rest’,

The health of John Bull is under discussion by Gladstone and
Disraeli in ‘Doctors differ!” from Punch or the London Charivari, 1
June 1878; reproduced in The political life of the Right Hon. W.E.
Gladstone... (London, 1898-1899) (University Library DA563.35.P6).

from Punch or the London Charivari, 19 June 1880; taken
from The political life of the Right Hon. W.E. Gladstone...
(London, 1898-1899) (University Library DA563.35.P6).
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Extract from Yorkshire Post, Gladstone obituary
supplement 20 May 1898; Gladstone making first

speech as M.P. for Newark

(University Middleton Collection from Mi LP 87).

William Ewart Gladstone (1809-98) was Prime Minister
of Britain and Ireland four times between 1868 and
1894 and was probably the most famous political figure
of the nineteenth century. Gladstone introduced many
important reforms and his support for Irish Home Rule
opened a debate which dominated twentieth century
politics. This exhibition is being held to commemorate
the bicentenary of Gladstone’s birth on 29 December

1809 using material from the University of

Nottingham’s Manuscripts and Special Collections, Nottinghamshire

Archives and Newark Library.

Engraving of the 4™ Duke of Newcastle under Lyne
(University Newcastle Collection Ne 4 1/31).

Gladstone began
his political career as
the Conservative M.P. for

Newark-on-Trent (1832-46) in the

Section of map of Newark, showing the area around market place,

1790 (University Newcastle Collection Ne 5 P 37).

period when it returned two M.P:s. Gladstone’s

close friendship with Lord Lincoln brought him to the attention of

Lincoln’s father, the 4th Duke of Newcastle. The Duke owned extensive

property in Newark and claimed the right to influence the outcome of

elections in the constituency.
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Extract from the Newark Poll Book of 1841 identifying
votes cast by individual electors (Newark Library).
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Robert, Bamby roud, nnpofied

house Robert, Millgate .., ...

H- his tenants to vote for him

without hesitation. Voting was

still conducted in public and
Poll Books of the period would

have recorded exactly how each

1|
el

elector cast their votes.

STATE OF THE POLL,

W. E. GLADSTONE, Esq,
LORD JOHN MANNERS,..
T. B. HOBHOUSE, Esq, .,

Printed by J, Wells, Barby gate, Newark.

Traditional electioneering
practices were still being
followed in Newark at the time
of the 1832 contest. Gladstone’s
supporters were organised in a
‘Red Club’, red being the
Conservative colour in Newark.
The club met at “The Clinton
Arms’. They paraded with flags,
sang songs composed for the
occasion and distributed free ale

to political supporters.
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After a hard-fought election, Gladstone was returned at the head of the

poll in December 1832. He was ‘chaired’ (i.e. paraded) around the streets

of Newark for his constituents to see. It was the start of a connection with

the town which lasted throughout his life.

The chairing of Gladstone in Newak, 1832; John Morley,
Gladstone. Popular edition... (London, 1927) (University Library,
DA563.4.M86).

News of Gladstone’s death, in May
1898, was received with appropriate
respect in the town where his

political career had begun.
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Extract from Yorkshire Post, 20 May 1898

(University Middleton Collection from Mi LP 87).
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Extract from the Newark
Red Club Song Book
(From Mechanics
Institute Collection at
Nottinghamshire
Archives DD/MI/107).

[ ‘ Nottingham Lakeside Arts Centre, Weston Gallery Exhibitions: W.E. GLADSTONE. THE GRAND OLD MAN IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. Presented in association with Nottinghamshire Archives @




