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Photographs showing a
series of defensive baffle
walls, c.1944. These
were constructed outside
the Trent Building to
limit potential damage
from bombing. Viewed
from within the Lower
Chamber, these were
decorated with a series
of motifs showing
tranquil rural scenes
and the local mining
industry. From University
Collection, UMP/2/1/43,
UMP/2/1/46/5 and
UMP/2/1/46/1

Digging for Victory, 1940. Land
south-east of the Trent Building being
ploughed. From University Collection,
UMP/2/1/40/1

Bomb damage at the old University College building on
Shakespeare Street, 1941. From University Collection,
UMP 2/1/42/2

German officer prisoners
of war at Sutton
Bonington, c. 1917-18.
On 25 September 1917,
21 prisoners broke out
through a tunnel they
had dug underneath the
barbed-wire enclosure.
They were all recaptured
in five days. Copyright
WW Winter Ltd,
Derby. From University
Collection, UMP/5/67

Students and staff from Goldsmiths College, London, were
evacuated to Nottingham in September 1939, where they
were welcomed by Victor Taylor, Student Union president
(third left). Victor cycled five miles daily from his home in
Bulwell, and found time to appear in stage shows, play
rugby for the first team and cricket for the second team —
and get a degree! From University Collection, UMP/1/18/7

The University College was seriously affected by the world wars. Male students and staff volunteered for service, or were
conscripted, and many did not return.
The Officers’ Training Corps, formed in 1909 and led
by Major Sam Trotman, trained more than 1,600 officer
cadets who served in the First World War, winning five
Distinguished Service Orders, 91 Military Crosses and
a host of other decorations. This came at a price: 229
Nottingham OTC members, together with other students
and employees, were killed and more than 500 were
wounded. T.P. Black, the University College Registrar, died
in the Dardanelles in 1915.
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A department of military science was formed in December
1914 to teach the elements of tactics, map-reading,
military engineering, trigonometry and practical fieldwork
to prospective candidates for commissions. The College
workshops provided training in skills needed for the war
effort. More than 1,000 men and women were trained prior
to taking up munitions work for Nottingham firms.
The main building at Sutton Bonington, opened in 1915,
was used initially as a prisoner of war camp for German
officers. A Roll of Honour in the entrance commemorates
the 15 staff who died in the war.

The Second World War broke out in September 1939
and, as in 1914, students and staff left the College for war
service. Those who remained were encouraged to grow
vegetables for the war effort.
The College took in 400 students and staff from Goldsmiths
College, London, and 110 students from the Institute of
Education. They brought more than 100 beds, crates of
equipment, crockery and around 1,000 library books.
The city centre buildings on Shakespeare Street were
bombed on the night of 8-9 May 1941. University Park was
untroubled, although students underwent air-raid training,
and a number sold their gowns to raise funds for the Red
Cross.
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