
Laxton
Wildlife and Conservation

Stuart Rose

Laxton Farmer and Clerk to the 
Gaits & Commons

Nottingham University, 13th May 2009



Stuart Rose

• Born and bred in Laxton – 3rd generation

– Tenant Farmer

– Clerk to the Gaits & Commons

– Qualified agricultural engineer

– Guided walks and talks

– Blacksmithing

– Catering



LAXTON, Nottinghamshire

England’s last open field farming village

Managed by the Jury and the Court Leet

10 miles north of Newark-on-Trent, 4 miles east of Ollerton 

between the A614 and the A1













Laxton’s Field Rotation

Wheat Field2007 Fallow 2nd Year Field

Mill Field West Field

2nd Year Field2008 Wheat Field Fallow

Fallow2009 2nd Year Field Wheat Field

South Field





Countryside Stewardship
Year 16

HLS Target area

• Overwintered stubble 

• Unimproved meadow land (sykes)

• Conservation headlands (buffer zones)

• Public Access

• Educational Access 

• Capital Items e.g. gates, hedge restoration





English Partridge
Skylark

Lapwing / Green Plover Brown Hare







Adders Tongue

Lady’s Bedstraw

Green Winged Orchid





WAG Screen Filming:

The Lady of Shalott (2008) top

The Luttrell Psalter (2007)









Why Laxton has Survived

• Building Thoresby Hall

• Fragmented ownership obstructed enclosure

• Single ownership preserved structure

• 5th Earl Manvers donated to the nation 1952

• Continued by Ministry of Agriculture / Crown 

Estate

• Goodwill of tenants

• Managed by Manorial Court







What we are Achieving

Preserving 

– the open field farming system

– an agricultural landscape pre-enclosure

– structure and architecture of the village

– village community and traditions



Laxton’s Supporters

• Crown Estate & Carter Jonas

• English Nature

• DEFRA

• Newark & Sherwood District Council

• English Heritage

• Nottingham University

• RSPB  and Notts Wildlife Volunteers



Any Questions?



Thank you 

Contact:

Stuart Rose 07939 228353

stuart.rose@laxtonnotts.org.uk


