Agricultural Societies

Many agricultural societies were formed during the 18th century at a local level,
enabling like-minded farmers to meet on both a professional and social level. The
general aim was to share information on the latest farming methods and to improve
livestock breeding. References to these societies can be found amongst the family
and estate papers held in Manuscripts and Special Collections. Several prominent
Nottinghamshire landowners, such as the Duke of Newcastle at Clumber House and
Viscount Galway at Serlby Hall, became patrons or governors and it must have
been with some pride that a society could count a peer as one of its members and
add his name to their letterheads.

The University of Nottingham collects archival material relating to the history of the
University and its predecessors, including the Midland Agricultural and Dairy
College; the history of the East Midlands; and the research interests of the
University. Over three million items are stored at Manuscripts & Special Collections
at Kings Meadow Campus. For more information on any of the items in the display
or to arrange a visit to the Reading Room at Kings Meadow, see
www.nottingham.ac.uk/mss or email mss-library@nottingham.ac.uk

B o

Robert Bakewell, 1725-1795, founder of the Dishley Sheep Society
From Robert Bakewell Pioneer Livestock Breeder by H. Cecil Pawson, 1957,
East Midlands Collection


http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/mss
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Page from a notebook listing the resolutions of the Dishley Sheep Society,
1790-1795
Papers of the Dishley Sheep Society, Leicestershire, MS 9/1

The Society was established to preserve purity of breed and acquired its profits from
the sale of stock and the 'letting' of rams. It followed a strict code of conduct, with its
rules and resolutions being drawn up in meetings held at inns in Leicester and
Loughborough. Resolution No.4 obliges members to keep the content of their
meetings confidential and demands "that secresy [sic] be kept by all the members
respecting the business of these meetings except to the members absent, and that
any member quitting the society keep secret upon his honour the transactions
before he left it".



Nex 208

Clumber Jenants’ Agricultural Sociely.

PRrReSIDENT - His GrRACE THE Duke oF NEWCASTLE.

i

&% LUNCHEON Xxoo
30tb Fuly, 1901,

Saumon, sauce Tartare.
Lobster Salads.
Ballotines de Volaille.
Chaudfroid of Neck of Mutton.
Pressed Beef, Cumberland Sauce.
Roast Lamb, Mint Sauce.
Rabbit Pies. Beef and Kidney Pies.
Roast Beef, Horse-radish Sauce.
Legs and Saddles of Mutton.
Boiled Round of Beef.
Chicken and Tongue en aspic.

York Hams. Roast Ducks.
Salade.

Fruit Tarts.
Gelées au Liqueurs. Bavarois Panaches.
Savarin & la Chantilly. Gelées Moscovite.
Trifle. French Pastry.

Cheese and Salad.
Champagne. Sherry. Claret.

Printed menu from the luncheon of the 'Clumber Tenants' Agricultural
Society’, 30 August 1901

Estate and Official Papers of the Newcastle family of Clumber Park,
Nottinghamshire, in the Newcastle (Clumber) Collection, Ne X 205
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Nottinghamshire War Agricultural Executive Committee.

\e bEc !}1)74,}|

Telephons: 460080, CRatmuaw: G, E TAYLOR, IF.
£ e SHIRE HALL,
K. TWEEDALE MEABY. All communications should be

Assist, Secretary: addressed to NOTTINGHAM.
A \r\': TINSLEY. THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

County Executive Officer: y
12th Maroh 1942, H. WAGSTAFF. Enclosures. Your Rel. o Our Ret. ESW/ES.

13th March 1942,
a:
Dear Madam, Dear Sir,
CLUMBER PARK, PIG CLUBS.
’* PIG CLUBS.
Several of the employses in Clumber Park ——
" = In reply to your letter of the 12th instant, I am pleased to
e asked whi 3 s poesibl the to start a Pi 3
BRRAnind, Whathos AV SR ORRE DL for tne oy - hear that the BEmployees in Clumber Park are interested in the
Club. Captain Heymann tells me that you are responsible farmation of a pig club as there are very definite advantages to
be gai ned by forming a club.
for the orgenisetion of these Pig Clubs.
There are two types of club - one known as the Pig Owners
Club where each member keeps his own pig or pigs in his own stye and
he, or his own family, look after the pig entirely. The second type
of club is known as the Co-operative Club where all members must
contribute their services towards the management of the pigs.

would you kindly give me detaliled intormation

as to what the necessary procedure is.

Yoten TR ARTILLY The amount of food allowed for each month is % owt of cereal meal
: and 7 1bs of protein supplement per pig.
The club must be registered with the Secretary of the Small
Pig Keepers' Council, The Barn, Turville Heath, Henley on Thames, but
before doing this it is necessary for the club to make up their minds
which type of club they wish to form. Also, a Conmittee must be
formed and a Secretary and Chdrman appointed.

I am enclosing a leaflet on "How to Start a Pig Club" and I will
forward copies of draft rules etc., when the Employees have decided
which type of club they think will meet their purpose.

'f:ﬁu; {’;g; organiser, If I can do anything more to assist you please let me know.
Nottinghamshire County Council, In some cases it is found helpful to meet one or two really interested
shire Hall, prospective members and to discuss the matter together.

Nottingham.
Yowrs faithfully,
T A
K. Murray Walker Esq., &%

The Secretary, The London & Fort George Land Company, Limited,
Newcastle Estate Office, Worksop, Notts.

Letter from K. Murray Walker to Nottinghamshire County Council, 12 March
1942, and reply from the Nottinghamshire War Agricultural Executive
Committee, 13 March 1942

Further Estate and Official Papers of the Newcastle family of Clumber Park,
Nottinghamshire, in the Newcastle (Clumber) Collection,

Ne 6 EC 1/2/74/1-2

One way of supplementing meat rations during the Second World War was to form a
'Pig Club'. At the Duke of Newcastle’s Clumber estate, employees formed a co-
operative club which obliged them to sell some of the meat they produced to the
Ministry of Food. Regulations stated that the maximum number of pigs which could
be kept by a club at any one time should not exceed a ratio of 4 pigs per member.



TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS, PRACTICE” LONDON. TELEPHONE N2 3675, GERRARD.
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Letter from Mr McRow, secretary of the Royal Agricultural Society of England,
to the Newcastle Estate Office[Clumber Park], 27 April 1906

Further Estate and Official Papers of the Newcastle family of Clumber Park,
Nottinghamshire, in the Newcastle (Clumber) Collection, Ne 6 EC 5/2/1/9

Mr McRow is clearly delighted that the Duke of Newcastle has agreed to put
forward his application to become governor of the society. He was subsequently
unanimously elected to the post.
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Letter from John Barron,
Secretary of Nottingham and
Nottinghamshire Agricultural
Society to George Edmund
Milnes Monckton-Arundell, 7th
Viscount Galway, 19 February
1878, together with a list of
members

Correspondence and Personal
Papers of George Edmund Milnes
Monckton-Arundell, 7th Viscount
Galway (1844-1931) and Vere
Monckton-Arundell, 7th
Viscountess Galway (d 1931), Ga 2
E 25/1-2

In this letter Mr Barron explains to
Viscount Galway that "the Society
has been formed with the twofold
object of holding an annual County
Show in one or other of the
principal towns in the county and of
furthering the interests of
agriculture generally".



