
The Corn Laws 
 

After the end of the Napoleonic Wars it was feared that cheap foreign grain would flood 

the British market and that domestic producers would suffer financially. The first of the 

Corn Laws was introduced by the British Government in 1815 to protect domestic 

landowners and farmers from this threat. The high tariffs imposed made it too 

expensive to import grain, even when domestic supplies were in short supply. The 

price of bread increased and rioting was not uncommon. Eventually, despite strong 

opposition from his own party, Conservative Prime Minister Sir Robert Peel 

successfully repealed the law in 1846.  
 

On display here is a selection of documents relating to the Corn Laws, including a 

political cartoon and election broadsheets (the topic featured prominently in election 

campaigns). The Anti-Corn Law League, a political movement set up in 1836, fought to 

abolish the Corn Laws and produced the innovative free-trade sticker seen here on an 

envelope dating from 1842.  
 

All the documents presented here are held by the University of Nottingham at 

Manuscripts and Special Collections. The University collects archival material relating 

to the history of the University itself and its predecessor bodies, including the Midland 

Agricultural and Dairy College, the history of the East Midlands, and the research 

interests of the University. Over three million items are stored at Kings Meadow 

Campus. For more information on any of the items in the display or to arrange a visit to 

the Reading Room at Kings Meadow Campus visit www.nottingham.ac.uk/mss or 

email mss-library@nottingham.ac.uk  
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Cartoon entitled 'Political Balance', December 1816 
The Fagan Collection of Political Prints and Caricatures, Pol P 25 

 

This political cartoon depicts the 'Constitution' as an ill-balanced set of scales with the prices of basic foodstuffs rising on 

one side (well out of reach of the starving working man) and the 'coffin' bearing 'Old England' (weighed down by the Corn 

Bills) disappearing into the 'abyss of corruption' on the other. A member of the aristocracy looks on, pleased at the thought 

of the profits to be gleaned, whilst the King watches through a spyglass from Windsor. Published by T. Tegg, Cheapside. 



 

 

Newspaper cutting relating to Corn Law unrest, c.1901 
The Briggs Collection of Literary Papers and Correspondence from the Sutton family, Nottingham, Bg 192 



 

 
Printed address from 'an elector', to the 'Worthy and Independent Electors 
of the Town of Nottingham', c.July 1829  
Newcastle Collection, Ne C Ne C 4569 

 



 

 

Envelope addressed to Jonathan Priestman, 1842 
Correspondence of Priscilla McLaren and Sir Henry Norman,  
N Mc 1/11 
 

On the reverse of the envelope is an Anti-Corn Law sticker with the message “NO CORN LAWS WHY TAX THE POOR TO 
SUPPORT THE RICH”. 



 

Nottingham election broadsheet, 1818 
East Midlands Special Collection Oversize Not 1.F19 NOT barcode 6001692771 



 

 

Portrait of Lord W. George F. Cavendish-Bentinck 
Cassell's illustrated History of England (Cassell, Petter, and Galpin, 1863), revised edition, Vol. VII barcode 
600197296 
 
Lord George Bentinck (1802-1848), third son of the 4th Duke of Portland, had a short but influential political career. His chief 

interest was horse racing and his visits to Westminster were infrequent. However, he so vehemently opposed the repeal of 

the Corn Laws that in 1846 he became leader of the Protectionist cause, bringing about the fall of Peel and causing the 

permanent division of Peel's party. 

 

The papers of Lord George Bentinck (Pw L) form part of the Portland (Welbeck) Collection held in Manuscripts and Special 

Collections and include extensive personal and political correspondence. 
 


