
Power Stations 

For urban dwellers venturing out after sunset in the late 19th century, navigating main roads by the glow of 

electric street lighting was a common, if not universal, experience. Lighting was the first major public use of 

electricity, but the newly formed electricity companies faced a problem. Responding to fluctuating demand 

was difficult, and in order to provide enough power for lighting after dark, they had to over-generate in 

daytime when demand was lower. They strongly encouraged businesses and transport (e.g. trams) to embrace 

electrification as a way to solve their oversupply issues. The first large power stations were built in the 1880s, 

irrevocably changing the landscape. Interest in what is now called industrial archaeology followed a generation 

later, with the first efforts made by the Sheffield Trades Technical Societies at the University of Sheffield. 

The original records featured here are held in Manuscripts & Special Collections, along with other records of 

early utility companies. To find out more about our business collections or to access our collections, please 

contact us. 

nottingham.ac.uk/mss | @mssUniNott | mss-library@nottingham.ac.uk 
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Aerial photograph of the view from the north east of 

North Wilford Power Station, the River Trent and St 

Wilfred's Church, Nottingham; May 1951. This is 

now the site of the Riverside Retail Park. 

Ref: RE/DOP/H38/28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like other electricity generating stations, Leicester 

power station has a purely functional appearance; 

1962 

Ref: MS 627/1/2/150 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pamphlet produced to mark the opening of North Wilford Power Station by the Chairman of the Electricity 

Committee Mr Alderman Edmund Huntsman; 1925. Construction of the power station was delayed by the 
outbreak of WWI but was eventually opened in 1925. It closed in 1981. The pamphlet describes the history 
of the construction and features photos of the committee and the plant itself. The back pages list the 
contractors employed on the project.  
 
Ref: East Midlands Collection Pamphlet Not 4R.G52 NOT 



This electricity generating station at Derby (left) was 

built in 1924, right in the centre of the city, 

overlooking the River Derwent on one side, and the 

Cathedral on the other. This kind of location was 

common in the early period of power station 

building. The tower and adjacent buildings in the 

centre of the photograph mark the site of the old silk 

mill. The photo dates from the 1960s. 

Ref: MS 627/1/2/147 

 

 

 

Plan of the Mansfield District of the East Midlands 

Electricity Board showing substations, power 

stations, district offices and other infrastructure. 

Ref: BEE 4/5 



 

Staythorpe 'A' was a coal fired power station 

built 1946-1950 on the side of the River Trent 

between Southwell and Newark. It closed in 

1983 and was later demolished. This image is 

from an album commemorating the opening of 

the power station. It includes photos of the site 

and the interior of the power station; 1950. 

Ref: MS 835 

Control room photo from a commemorative 

booklet produced to mark the opening of 

Staythorpe ‘A’ power station. And so the 1960s 

futuristic sci-fi aesthetic was born; 1950s.  

Ref: East Midlands Collection os.Pamph Not 421.G52 
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Companies were quick to embrace the arrival 

of electricity. This company was founded in 

about the 1870s and initially worked with 

lightening conductor installation and electric 

bells, such as in collieries. By the 1930s they 

had expanded into commercial electrical 

installation and were advertising in the Official 

Nottingham Handbook; 1937. 

Ref: East Midlands Collection Not 3.D34 NOT



 

 

 

 

 

This page on public electricity supplies in the 

Official Nottingham Guide boasts of the 

modern and progressive electricity supply to 

the whole city and surrounding areas. 

Separate tariffs existed for business and 

domestic customers, and householders were 

invited to demonstrations of all the latest 

domestic electrical appliances available for 

purchase; 1937. 

Ref: East Midlands Collection Not 3.D34 NOT 


