e _ | Playing Around explores the history of two local theatre

- #. PERSPECTIVES™ . . :

i THEATRE COMPANY | | companies, New Perspectives Theatre and Nottingham Playhouse
! | Roundabout Theatre in Education Company. Both were founded

in 1973 with a commitment to touring innovative and engaging

Theatre-in~Education programme called "OLUWALE". It was performed
and well received at an international festival of children's theatre.
They had organised themselves as a co~operative and hawked themselves

e ) theatre to new communities and audiences beyond conventional

up residence at the newly opened Key Theatre in Peterborough, funding
them with £4,000 from his personal budget. They toured "OLUWALE",
developing a close teacher liaison and a strong educational policy.

They charged for performances calling themselves The Key Perspectives ?
Drama in Education team. They performed both issue-based T.I.E. work :
and fantasy children's theatre work, an example of the latter being v L4

"HARLEQUINADE" which toured the county to help raise funds.

1974: Crisis Year! The Key Theatre was going bankrupt. John Boylan's

money ran out. A campaign was mounted (petitions ete. ). In the M 3 M
summer of '74 the company was given notice to quit. Following this, | | eW ers ec Ives Or| Ino CO e e
an anonymous donor promised £5,000 to the company providing it was | |} Y 4
kept in a separate bank account from the Key Theatre. Funding bodies, L 1

seeing this show of support,were embarrassed into action. The Arts o

Council of Great Britain then matched the donor, with £5,000. This : Pe rS eC'l'lveS WOS OU n e O rOU O
prompted Peterborough City Council to give £5,000, which further : /

prompted the A.C.G.B. to give another £5,000., Total funding: £24,000, :

by the end of 1974, The company was, therefore, able to stop charging '

g R | five drama teachers/actors engaged in

The Key Theatre facilities were inadequate as there was no storage
or workshop space., Rehearsal space became less and less available.
1st April 1979: The Key Perspectives Theatre Company became

° ° I
independent of Peterborough Arts Theatre at the Key Theatre and B d rOI I lO_'I '_ed UCO.I]O' ' WO rk I e CO' I I O' '
became known as The Perspectives Theatre Company, taking up temporary | | °

residence at the Cresset where workshop facilities wore available.

| | ° ° °
The Company is still looking for a building as thers is no storage :
space in its present accommodation and sets, costumes and equipment : Y}

are lodged all over the city in various places including the regional

R T . 1| cutsin funding from Peterborough
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History of Perspectives Theatre Company, 1979.  Association to become the region’s
NPT 4/2/1 . : :
resident touring theatre company, with
Arts Association funding. They moved
to Mansfield in 1982; now based in The founding members of Perspectives in the Evening Telegraph,
: : 1973. NPT 2/1
Nottingham, in the last four years New

Perspectives’ tours have reached more “How many opportunities
than 50,000 people in theatres and are presem‘ed to us if we

village halls nationwide and have twice

transferred to New York. make our work in the

From its opening in 1963, Nottingham SPACEs 1h01 peOple olreody

Playhouse established a strong tradition  jnhabit?” T
of taking theatre into Nottingham and - Gavin Stride,
Nottin gh amshire schools. In 1973 a former Artistic Director, New Perspectives

Bowledia Coagll pilot Theatre in Education project run by as part of Nottingham Playhouse’s
wremmer | OUE Birtwistle proved so successtul that Participation programme.

Nottinghamshire Education Committee

funded a permanent Theatre in Education  This exhibition has been curated by Dr Jo
-« | _company providing a year-round service _ -Robinson, Associate Professor in Drama
to all Nottinghamshire maintained schools. and Performance, and Manuscripts and
Despite changes and challenges overits  Special Collections at The University of
litetime, .in 2009-10 Roundabout delivered  Nottingham. We thank past and present
NEW l"};I{I;Sl:ECT)IVES perfOrmC]nceS, WOrkShOpS and other staff of New PerSpeCﬂVQS and NOTTInghOm
| activities to nearly 12,000 participants Playhouse for their invaluable support.

Poster for Bowled a Googly, 2003. NPT 2/103/7

Q.
N

Roundabouwuit

NOT TINGHAM PLAYHOUSE ROUNDABOUT COMPANY. WELLINGTON CIRCUS, NOTTINGHAM. NG1 5AF 0602 44361

s B 2PESPECTIVE

N: O:T:T:

Top: an early logo for Roundabout, ¢.1970s.
Bottom, the New Perspectives’ logo

A map taken from a report on the productions

of New Perspectives for the year 1990/91, 1991.
NPT 4/2/2

A flyer for the joint
New Perspectives
and Roundabout
production,
Walking the

Tightrope, 2000.
NPT 2/91/8
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