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The Star.

TwinkLEe, twinkle, little star,
How I wonder what you are!
Up above the world so high,

Like a diamond in the sky.

When the blazing sun is gone,
When he nothing shines upon,
Then you show your little light,
Twinkle, twinkle, all the night.

Then the trav’ller in the dark,
Thanks you for your tiny spark;
. He coiild not see which way to go,
If you did not twinkle so.

In the dark blue sky you keep,
And often through my curtains peep
For you never shut your eye

Till the sun is in the sky.
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As your bright and tiny spark
Lights the trav’ller in the dark,
Though I know not what you are,

William Blake, Songs of innocence and of
experience: shewing the two contrary states of

the human soul (London, 1855)
Special Collection PR4144.56 barcode SC159791
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Children’s Literature in its Infancy

Widely regarded as the first book intended for children to read for pleasure A Little Pretty Pocket-Book, Intended
for the Instruction and Amusement of Little Master Tommy, and Pretty Miss Polly, was published by John
Newbery in 1744. As if it wasn’t ground-breaking enough, it is also the earliest printed use of the word ‘baseball’.
Unfortunately, these achievements were not appreciated at the time, and no copies printed before 1766 survive.

Prior to this, books for children were relentlessly edifying: primers, school books, and conduct books. Fables,
religious stories, traditional tales and adventure stories like Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels were told to or read by
children but they were not the intended audience.

Newbery was a shrewd businessman who saw an opportunity to make money from the emerging concept of
childhood, coupled with improved printing techniques and the rise of a middle class with disposable income. By
the end of the eighteenth century, publishing children’s literature was an established and profitable business with
up to 50 children’s books being printed per year. Much of the early work was still intended to be improving, but
attempts were made to make the size, layout and illustrations, as well as the content, appealing to children.

Initially children’s books were marketed at middle and upper-class homes. A common image depicted in the
frontispieces was of a well-dressed woman reading from a book in her lap, her clean and quiet children around

A Little Pretty
POCKET-BOOK,

Intended for the
InsTrucTION and AMUSEMENT
OF -
LitteE MasteR TO MM 7,

AND

PrETTY MI1ss POL LY.
With Two Letters from

JACK the GiaNT-KILLER ;-
AS ALSO

A Barr and PincusHION;

The Uleof which will infallibly make Tommy
a good Boy, and Polly a good Girl.

To which is added,
A Littie SONG-BO OK,

BEING

A Neaw Attempt to teach Children the Ufe of
the Frglifh Alpbabet, by Way of Diverfion.

"LOND O N:
Printed for J. Newserv, at the Bible and Sun
an St. Paul’s Church-Yard, 1767,
[ Pice Six-pence bound, ]
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?ACK the GianT-KILLER,
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Little Master TOMMY.

My dear Tommy,

OUR Nurfe called upon me To-
day, and told me that you was a
good Boy; that you was dutiful to your
Father and Mother, and that, when
you had faid your Prayers in. the Morn--

ing and the Evening, you alked their,
Blef-

John Newbery, A little pretty pocket-book: a facsimile (Oxford, 1966)

Briggs Collection PZ6.7.N4 barcode 6001921581

hera ready to receive the pearls of wisdom. Jack the Giant Killer would have been a familiar character to children and

wrote (identical) letters to ‘Master Tommy’ and ‘Miss Polly’ about their
behaviour. Gifts were sold accompanying the book, a ball for a boy and a
pincushion for a girl. Each had one black side and one red. Pins were stuck into
the black side to record bad behaviour, and into the red for good behaviour.

Twinkle, twinkle, little star.

Jane Taylor, ‘The Star’ in Rhymes for the 2 e e i e TR0 | L
nursery (London, 1827)
Briggs Collection PZ6.7.T2 barcode 6001921483




