Byron’s Travels

Following his failed marriage and the scurrilous
rumours of his inappropriate relationship with his half-
sister, Augusta Leigh, Byron exiled himself to Europe
in 1816. While there, he travelled extensively, never to
return to Britain again. His travels included a stay in
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b DISSECTION OF LORD BYRON'S BODY.

We have received a series of the Telegrapho Greco, pub-
lisbed at Missolonghi, to the I6th May. = The articles of chief
interest which they contain are the following, relative to the
fate Lord Byron :—

“ MissoLoNGHi, May 2.~The Clergy proceeded in &
body this day to the bouse where the remasina of Lord Byron
laid, in order to take into their keeping, and remove it to the
Church of San Spiridion, the besrt, brains, &ec. of the de-
ceased, which bad been left o the care of the City of Misso-
longhi. The city made a solemn request to Count Gamba (the
fricad of Lord Byron) for permission to erect & monument to
their benefactor and illustrious fellow-citizen. His Lordship
Lnd already nccepted the freedom of the city. Couat Gamba
felt it his duty to deposit his noble friexd’s remains in the care
of the city until they might be reclaimed by his relatives.

“ Two chests were prepared for the occasion, and after being
exsmined were sealed by the Magistrates, In one of them was
contsined the body, and in the other the heart and brains of the
noble defunct. They were removed by four officers of his bri-
gade to the bark which transporied them to Basiladi, and theace
into & larger vessel to be conveyed to Zante. The whole of the
Noble Lord's brigads was drawn oot in front of his late resi=
dence, and aloag the shore of the sea. The convoy was ac~
companied by the Prince A. Maurocordati; the Primates, the
Military Commandaats, and an immense concourse of people,
whose countenances and manner bore testimony to their sorrow
at taking this last farewell of their benefactor and fellow citizen.
As so0n a8 the corpse was remeved to the bark, it was salu-
ted by discharges of musketry aud artillery. The caovon
of his brigade, drawn up nlon‘f the coast, saluted with twenty-
five minute guns : nine were discharged from the battery ; and
three from the fort of Basiladi; making in all thirty-seven,
the sumber of years the noble defunct had lived. What &
melancholy contrast 1o the joyous salutes which four mounths
previous hud hailed his nmrJ in Missolonghi? Oae -
tion, howaver, remsins ; the guod he has effected will not be
lost; the seeds he has sown with such alacrity and industry
for the benefit of Greece, will yet produce a noble harvest.
The moss {tlodolu wonument which can be raised to him, will
be the feelings of gratitude and love, which remain stamped in
the heart of every Greek, and every friend of humanity.

““ 1 the bark which transported the Noble Lord's remains to
Zante were his friend Conat Gamba, two other officers of his
brigade, Capr. and Adjutant Hesketh, Licut. Winter, his private
ﬁh)'nic’uu r. Brown, Lis faithfal valet Fietcher, who bad served

im more than twenty yesrs, and bis domestic Batista Fule-
ciere. In two other barks followed his horses and all his effects,
under the care of his secretary Signor Lega Zambelli.  The
Government sent likewise two gunboats to mom&nny them,

“The foliowing account of the opening of Lord Byron's body,
and the appearsnces it exbibited, is given by the p«n’m‘
gentieman to whom that office was entrusted :—

1, The bones of the hewd were found to be excessively hard,
and the skull was without the slightest sign of sufure, like (hat
of sn octogenarian, It might bave been said to consist of &
single boae without deplocs,

72, The dura mensuge was o firmly attached to the internal
surface of the jvia, that it required the repeated exertions
of two strong mea to separate the outer bones from it. The
vessels of this membrane were grestly disteaded and com-
pletely full, and it was usited to the pia mater in different
parts, by some membraneous filaments, 1

3. Between the pia meninge wad the forrows of the braia,
a great many bubbles of wir were found, with drops of lymph
adbering io several places to the pia meninge.

“ 4, The grand falr of the brain wus crossed with membra~
neous filaments, which attached it firmly to both the hemis-
pleres 3 it was likewise extremely full of blood.

¢ 5, The cerebral meduila was fall of minute blood-vessels of &
bright red colour, and very muchswoln, Uader the pons varoli-
weat the base of the hemisphere, inthe twosuperior or lateral ven-
tricles, there was found an exiravasation of slout two ouaces of
bloody serum ; and at the bottom of the cerebelium there wasa si-
milar expansion, the effectsof a severe inflammation of the braia,

“ 6. The medullary substance was in much greater propor-
tion :han i« common in the corfer, and was very firm and eon~
sistent, 'The ceredrum and cercbelium, without aoy of the ia-
u-,um:nl:, weighed about six medical pounds.

* 7. The impressions or furrows of the blood-vessels, in the
| internal part of the skull bones, though naxall, were much
L IMOre numerods than usual.
| %8, The lungs were very fine, perfectly sound but large, to
a size nlmost gigantic.

9. Betweea the pericerdiwm and the besrt there was an
ounce of lymphatic water, Tie heart was more ample and vo-
luminous than ordinary, but its muscular substance was very
relaxed and fibreless,

10, The liver was smaller than the natural size, as were
likewise the biliary vessels, which, instesd of bile, contained
air, The intestines wers disteaded with air, aad of a deep
yellow colour.

*¢ 11. The veins were Vﬂ'( large and healtby, and the urinary
vessels comparatively small.”

Fros this examinstion it was unanimously concluded by the
medical gentiemen who atteadad it, that if Lord Byron, from
the commencement of his illaess had conseated to a Jittle loss
of blood, as his private physician repeatedly advised, or even
| if ata more advapced stage of the disorder be bad yielded to
the pressing solicitations of Lis medical adviscrs, to allow a
copious blcudm? his Lordship would not have fallen a victim
to this attack. Fromibe statemeuts marked 1, 8, 9, it nn( be
coofidently asserted that his Lordship could not bave lived
many years, from his extreme susceptivility of disease, cither
through the steengih of his passions, his ive occupations,
or even through bis utter disregard of all the necessary means
to preveat the effects of coastipation.

Switzerland, on the banks of Lake
Geneva. Whilst there, he formed
close bonds with the radical poet
Percy Bysshe Shelley, and his
future wife, Mary Shelley. The
latter was to become renowned
in her own right as the author

of Frankenstein (1818), a work
conceived during this fruitful
period. After further travels in
Italy, Byron joined the movement
for Greek independence against
the Ottoman Empire in 1823. His
military involvement halted his
poetical output and ultimately led
to his untimely death of a fever in
Missolonghi, Greece in 1824.
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