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Elections in the 18th and
early 19th-century were often
dominated by rich and powerful
landowners. The Dukes of
Portland and Newcastle
influenced politics far beyond
the boundaries of their
Nottinghamshire estates.
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One of the ways in which Lowther fought
against Portland was to dispute his right
to estates in Inglewood Forest and to the
manor of the socage of Carlisle Castle. As
tenants were expected to vote according
to the wishes of their landlord, this could
have affected 300-400 votes for Portland’s
candidates. However, there was strong
opposition to Lowther in that part of
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