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The 1918 election

The 1918 election was the first to be fought following the Representation of 
the People Act and the Parliament (Qualification of Women) Act. In 1917 less 
than 8 million men could vote; in 1918 the electorate tripled to over 21 million 
men and women.

Newspaper coverage focused on the remarkable novelty of female suffrage, 
and devoted acres of coverage to speculation on how around 8.5 million 
women would vote. It was less common to read comment about the possible 
repercussions of over 5 million working class men voting for the first time.

In the event, the election was a victory for the governing Coalition led 
by David Lloyd George. Although women were now allowed to stand for 
Parliament, only one, Constance Markievicz of Sinn Fein, was elected.

Around two-thirds of women met the criteria for voting in 1918. The other 
third – mostly those under 30 – had to wait until the 1929 general election in 
order to cast their vote for the first time.

However, some voters were still more equal than others: University 
graduates and some business owners could claim a second vote in another 
constituency until 1948.
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Violet Markham was the only female 
candidate in the East Midlands. She 
stood for Mansfield as an Independent 
Liberal, having not received a 
‘Coalition Coupon’ (the backing of the 
government). In 1912 she had given a 
rousing speech for the Anti-Suffrage 
League against giving the vote to 
women, although she was in favour of 
them being active citizens. However, 
by 1918 she had changed her mind. 
Although she lost the election, she 
was as good as her word in terms of 
citizenship, becoming the first female 
Mayor of Chesterfield in 1927.


