
COMMERCIAL 
FORESTRY

The effect of  the 
First World War on 
British forestry was 
both devastating and 
galvanising. Huge 
areas of  woodland 
were felled for the 
war effort and it was 
recognised that the 
establish ment of  a 
state forestry service 
was essential to 
encourage the effective 
management of  
woodland and produce 
large quantities of  
timber. The Forestry 
Commission was 
established in 1919 and 
introduced the term ‘forest’ to describe their 
administrative units.

The Forestry Commission acquired large 
tracts of  land, planted them mainly with 
conifers in uniform blocks and introduced 
grant aid for the man agement of  private 
woodlands. The thousands of  acres of  
coniferous trees that were planted not only 

formed the kernel of  a strategic reserve 
of  timber but also challenged traditional 
landscape values. 

In Nottinghamshire, the main species 
planted by the Forestry Commission 
were Corsican pine and Scots pine planted 
in extensive plantations made on former 
low-grade sandy agricultural land and 
semi-natural heathland of  Sherwood. One 

important market for the timber from these 
plantations was as pit props used in the 
coal mines which were expanding under 
the forest in the mid-20th century. Many 
coniferous plantations were also established 
on private estates and, in the second half  
of  the 20th century, Corsican pine, rather 
than Scots pine, became recognised as the 
optimum species for the sand soils.

It was not until the establishment of  professional forestry in the later 19th century, 
and the intermixture of  traditional estate woodland management with ideas of  
scientifi c forest management introduced from the Continent, that ‘forestry’ and 
‘forester’ began to be the normal terms used to describe woodland management 
and managers. 
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