Nottingham -
=== the house of caves’

The association between Nottingham and caves goes back to the earliest recorded
history of the town. Asser, in his Life of Alfred (c.893) refers to the Viking Great
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It is possible that some caves in Nottingham do go back to the Anglo-Saxon period

N3 (c.400-1066), although the earliest archaeological evidence for caves in the city is
from the thirteenth century. They take a range of different forms: from relatively
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| century onwards, and in entries in the records of the Borough Court of

" the town. Many medieval properties had underground cellars (celarium
subteraneum) or spaces ‘beneath the rock’ - sub rupe in Latin. They were used

Detail from map of Nottingham to store a wide range of goods such as ale, wine and hay; they often contained
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Some of the caves dug into the cliff face at the Broad
Marsh and the Narrow Marsh were used as workshops
for tanning leather. The tanners were a wealthy craft
group in medieval Nottingham, but this was a smelly
and unpleasant trade which required animal skins to be
soaked in rock-cut pits filled with noxious materials.
Tanners were often brought before the Borough Court
al e S for polluting the town’s watercourses.
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